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INDIA WITHOUT JAWAHARLAL 

F RIekds The towering personalty who was in our midst till but 
a few days ago is no longer with us to lead and guide us The 
last of his mortal remains have gone to jom the soil and water of the 
India that he loved Even though JawaharJaJji has passed from our 
sight, his work and his mspiration live on And we, to whom was 
given the privilege of being his countrymen, contemporaries and col- 
leagues must now brace ourselves to the new tasks ahead, and face 
up to the situation whose very prospect we once used to dread— the 
situation of an Indja ivitbout Jawabarlal 

There comes a time tn the life of every nation when it stands at the 
cross roads of history and must choose which way to go fiut for 
us there need be no difficulty or hesitation, no loobng to right or left 
Our way is straight and clear — ^the building up of a socialist demo- 
cracy at home with freedom and prosperity for all, and the mainte- 
nance of world peace and fneadsbip with aW oatioos abroad To 
that straight road and to these shining ideals we re-dedicate ourselves 
today 

No better beginning could have been made than by my colleagues 
of the Congress Party, who in the hour of decision resolved to come 
together I am also grateful to the nation for the way it has re- 
reived my taking over of the heavy burden cast on me What I need 
m the discharge of these heavy responsibihUes is the willing coopera* 
tion of our people They are our real source of strength and it is from 
them that I shall seek to draw my inspiration 

Among the major tasks before us none is of greater importance 
for our strength and stability than the task of budding up the unity 
and solidarity of our people Our country has often stood as a solid 
rock m the face of common danger and there is a deep underlymg umty 
which runs like a golden thread through all our seeming diversity But 
we cannot take national unity and sohdanly for granted, or afford 
to be complacent, for there have been occasions when unfortunate 
and disturbmg divisions, some of them accompanied fay violence, 
have appeared in our society I know that these disturbances gave 
a. vi/L cuiwl aa^jusb. to lawahaKtily. who had, all 

through his life, worked unUnngly for communal harmony and mutual 
toleration Let not people in different parts of the country, however 
strong their feelings might be on particular issues, ever forget that 

Broadcast to the cation. June It 1964 



4 SPEECHES op PRIME MINISTER LAE BAHADUR SHASTRl 

they are Indians first, and that all differences must be resolved wlhm 
the unalterable framework of one nation and one country Let us 
make every endeavour to foster this feeling of oneness and to carry 
forward (he work of national integration started with the National 
Integration Conference in 1961 

Political democracy and the way it has functioned m our country 
IS surely a great achievement Here we owe an immeasurable 
debt to Javvaharlalji for his deep attachment to democracy as a form 
of government and as a w ay of life There is something in our older 
cultural heritage too I have particularly m view that enduring strand 
m Indian life which can best be described as respect for the human 
personality and the spirit of tolerance 1 have no doubt in my mind 
that It IS only by methods of persuasion and mutual accommodation 
and by a constant search for areas of agreement as the basis for action 
that democracy can work out It is m this spint that I shall devote 
myself to the duties and responsibilities of the oflice I have been called 
upon to fill 

Of all the problems faang us, none is more distressing than that of 
the dire poverty m which tens of millions of out countrymen continue 
to live It IS my great desire to be able to lighten m some measure 
the burden of poverty on our people In this, 1 remember particularly 
the claims of the most back^rd sections hke the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tnbes, who have suffered neglect, and have bad to 
endure disabilities for many centuries It would be my proud pn 
vilege lo work for the csiabhshmeot of a more jvsi social oirdcf 

At the moment ue are m the proems of building up our defences 
The burden is a heavy one, but recent events have left us with no choice 
There can be no let up m these preparations, but we are determined 
that they should not affect our first and foremost pnonty — the 
development of our economy 

The mam question before us is that of executing our plans and poli- 
cies and finding ways of initoducing the vigour and efficiency that they 
require 

This naturally takes me to the problem of efficiency and integnty 
of the admmistiation Our public services on the whole responded 
well to the numerous calls that have been made upon them since Inde 
pendence But there is a widespread feclmg— which I share— that 
extensive reform of the admimsirauon is essenUal if the tasks of eco- 
nomic development and social reconstrucUon are to be accomplished 
Apart from this, it is essential in a democracy that the public services 
should be sensitive lo the feelings and sentiments of individual atiaens 
They should under all circumstance function not only with formal 
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courtesy but m a spmi of service, empathy and humanjiy The ad- 
mmistrativc organisation and its methods and processes must be 
modernised if u is to become an effective instrument of economic 
chan^ I shall do my best to sec that these major problems receive 
systematic attention and I shall apply myself closely to the problem 
of admjnistrativc reform in its various aspects 

I know that our people are full of enthusiasm and that they are 
prepared to accept many sacrifices in order to keep the nation stable 
and strong But sometimes their impatience gets the better of them and 
then there are unfortunate happerungs which cause pain to everyone 
Disapline and united action are the real source of strength for the 
nation May I also appeal to the members of the vanous political par- 
ties to lend us a helping hand in the task of national reconstruction'’ 
Similarly the Press can play a very useful role as indeed they have 
been doing all this ume Theirs is a posiuon of great strength and 
influence and I have no doubt that their influence will always be exer- 
cised for the public good We are all of us different elements, work- 
ing in different ways towards a common goal— the service of the people 
I shall respect these differences, but I shall cootmue to lay emphasis 
on the oneness of our objective 

In the realm of foreign affairs we shall continue to seek fnend 
ship and develop our relatioiu with all countries irrespective of their 
ideology or pobtical systems Non ahpimcnt will conimue to be the 
fundamental basis of our approadi to world problems and our rela 
Uons With other countries It wUl be our special endeavour to further 
strengthen our reJauons with ncighbounng countnes With most 
of our neighbours we have friendly and cooperative relations We 
have problems with some of them which we would like to settle peace- 
fully and amicably on an equitable and honourable basis 

India and Pakistan are two great countnes linked together by com 
mon history and tradiUon It is tbeir natural destiny to be fnends 
with each other and to enter into close cooperation in many fields 
Goodwill and fncndship and mutual cooperation between these coun 
tnes will not only be of immense benefit to them but will make a great 
contribution to peace and prosperity m Asia 

Fsr bsvff lasSfa s/nS PaSastsn bets si txids JwJh tseb oibts 

The unfortunate relations betwwn the two countnes have somehow 
had their repercussions on the relations between communities m the 
two countries, giving nsc to tragic hninan problems We must reverse 
the tide “This wiU require dcterminalion and good sense on the part 
of the Governments and peoples of both India and Pakistan Pre 
sidcnt Ayub Khan’s recent broadcast diowed both wisdom and under- 
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Standing and it has come just at the appropnatc time However, a 
great deal of pauence will siiH be necessary 

It had always been our desire to establish friendly relations with 
China But all our efforts were nullified by the Government of the 
People's Republic of China China has wronged us deeply and offended 
our Government and people by her premeditated aggression against 
us Despite our strong feelings about this aggression we have shown 
our desire for a peaceful settlement by accepting In toto the Colombo 
proposals We adhere to them and it is for China to reconsider her 
attitude towards these proposals and to give up the anti Indian cam- 
paign that has been earned on m China and also amongst our fnends 
in Asia and Afnca 

For the greater part of this century the names of Gandhi and Nehru 
have been symbols of the movement of subject peoples for freedom from 
colonial domination \Vt who have gone through our own struggle 
for freedom cannot but look with sympathy at peoples struggling 
for freedom anyivherc Our country has, for many years, been a stout 
champion of the freedom of dependent nations at the United Nations 
and elsewhere in the eouncib of nations Unfortunately there arc still 
some parts of the world where coloniahsm remains and where large 
sections of people are denied freedom and fundamental rights We 
would consider It our moral duty to lend all support to the ending 
of colonialism and rmpenahso so that people eicrywherc are free to 
mould their own destiny - 

Our late Pnme Minister svas one of the founders of the Afro-Asian 
movement We conceive of Afro-Asian sohdanty not as an end m 
itself but as a means for achieving certain noble objecUves These arc 
to work for the freedom of the people of Asia and Afnca, to build up 
the area of peace and understanding among all naUons , and to promote 
economic growrth and higher livmg standards among our peoples 
We seek no leadership of the Afro-Asian group We are content to 
be humble collaborators with out sister nations m Africa and Asia in 
the common cause of world peace and freedom of peoples 

We have ali^ays been a staunch supporter of the United Nations 
As a member of that august body India has undertaken its full measure 
of responsibility m all aspects of the Umted Nations’ activities My 
Government realfiims its unflmciuDg support for the Umted Nations 
The United NaUotis is the one hope of the world for bnngmg peace 
and freedom to humaiuty Towards the achievement of these goals 
India has played an active role la the past and will continue to do the 
same in the future 

The problem of problems that faces mankind today is the achieve- 
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mcnt of peace and disarmarneni For countless generations mankind 
has been >eaming for peace The supreme task facing the United 
Nations is to ensure not only that sk-ar is banished but that svar is made 
impossible As President Johnson has said, a world without wnr 
would be the most fitting mcmonal lo Jawabarialji We pledge our 
sehes, in cooperation with other peaceful nations of the world to con- 
tinue to w ork for the realisation of this ideal 

Before I conclude, may 1 repeat that I am’ only loo conscious of the 
magnitude of the tasks before us and the responsibility placed on my 
shoulders for the service of the people of my country I approach 
these tasks and responsibilities in a spint of humility and wth love 
and respect for all my countrymen I will try to serve them to the 
limit of my capacity The memory of our departed leader is still 
fresh with us Wih him has ended the great age which Gandfaijt 
began and JaVi*3harIa1ji consolidated We have now to build on the 
firm foundations they have left behind Let us then bend ourselves 
to the great tasks before us— an India free, prosperous and strong 
and a world at peace and without war These would be the most fitting 
memorials to Candbiji and Jawaharlal 


MAKING OUR COUNTRY STRONG 

B aoniEKS AND SISTT313 As I Stand here today I recall how we 
took a vow to plant the national Sag on the Red Fortfortyyears 
ago when we were volunteers in the national movement It was our 
brave leader, Jawaharlalji, who inspired this idea We can never forget 
him He was one of the greatest leaders of the freedom struggle 
and after winmng independence he launched the massive task of India s 
rceonstrucijon For seventeen years be worked unceasingly, day and 
night, to consolidate our freedom 

Wc all remember the joy and enthusiasm which surged through the 
country on August 15, 1947, when we regained our long lost freedom 
For seventeen years you witnessed ewiy year tie un/brgcrca61b seme 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru standing at this spot and unfurling the 
national flag We cannot forget the diputy and courage with which he 
led the country He became a part of our life Now he is no longer 
wuh us. His inspiring voice is mute but he has left us an invaluable 
hentage which we must preserve We have to surmount the difEcuItics 


speech from (he Red Fort. Atnrtai W 1W4 
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that face us and work steadfastly for the happiness and prospenty of 
our country 

The food problem has become very acute dunng the last month 
and a half The States of U P , Bihar, Bengal. Maharashtra, Gujarat 
and a part of Rajasthan are facing food scarcity I can assure you 
that we are doing our best to meet this situation We have rushed 
foodpuiQS from surplus States hke Punjab, Onssa, Madhya PradKh 
and Andhra Pradesh and also from imported stocks Though we are 
not yet out of the woods, there has been a perceptible improvement 
We wiU have to mtensify our efforts dunng the coming months We will 
also have to limit our consumption and help to feed those of our 
countrymen who are less fortunate than ourselves We should not 
store foodgnuns m excess of our requirements I am confident that 
we will face this problem with coura^ and far sightedness We will 
have to stop lavish feasts dunng the coming two or three months 
Mimsters not partiapate in foists and will not hold any 
parlies This may not result m much saving of foodgrains but it 
wUl have a psychological effect and set a good example before the 
people 

The baste question to which we have to address ourselves is that of 
increasing the production of foodgrains I do not want to go into the 
details of the steps v.e are going to take Broadly, we want to assure a 
fair pnee to the producers and procure gram without causmg hard 
ship I am sure we will be able to improve our posiuon considerably 
wthin a jear or two 

I do not want to minimise the olbcr problems that face us The 
pnees of everyday necessities like cloth, oil, sugar and matches have 
nsem This has naturally affected the farmer also During the last 
15 years, wehase invested Rs 20 000 crorem our development plans 
Unless this huge investment results in a correspondmg increase in 
producuon, it is bound to lead to infiation and lugh prices We will 
have to devise steps to arrest nsmg prices There is no question of 
going back on our objective of establishing a new revolutionary soaety 
but we will have to take firm action to control prices I am sanguine 
that the Government will be able to find a way out of the present 
economic difficulues 

I want to ensure that essential commodities are available at fasr 
prices during the coming years I am not very much concerned about 
the pnees of luxury goods but I do want the common man to be able 
to food, cloth and articles of everyday use at fair pnees Every 
shop will have to display a pneehst and Government officials will 
have to enforce it stncUy 
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Wc want peace at home and abroad We ha« to pay particular 
attention to our relations wth our neighbours The Chinese invaded 
our country Their attitude has not changed Therefore we cannot 
change our attitude either In consonance with the pnneipjes laid 
down by Gandhtji and JawaharWjt wo are always prepared to hold 
talks, consistent with our dignity and self respect, but our country is 
not going to bow down to any threat of force or of an atomic bomb 

c are confident of the strength of our people, and arc capable of fac- 
ing every danger 

I am happy that President Ayub Khan has expressed friendly 
sentiments I welcome his plea for amity between India and Pakistan 
Wc also desire amity Border inadenls arc not good ciilicf for Pakis- 
tan or for India It also does not redound to our credit that we are 
not able to stop the migrauon of lakhs of people from across the 
border I hope that v.e shall be able to hold talks wilhm th^ncxl 
few months and create an atmosphere of goodwill which may lead 
to a settlement 

Wc have friendly relations with our neighbours— Burma, Ceylon, 
Nepal and Afghanistan Some problems do crop up sometimej 
I am happy that the Prime Minister of Ceylon has accepted our invita 
tion to come here dunng October I am confident that we svdl be able 
to find a solution to (he problem of the people of Indian origin m Cey- 
lon Our Foreign Minister, Sardar Swaran Singh, is going to Burma, 
and I hope he will be able to resolve the present difficulties with that 
country 

Jawaharlalji showed us the path of peace Wc will work for world 
peace with all our strength We will steer clear of alignment with power 
blocs and pursue an independent policy We adhere to the policy of 
non alignment, co-CRistencc, disarmament anti-coloniahsm and anti 
racialism We are firmly opposed to colonialisrn and wc want to see 
the end of Portuguese colonialism We cannot tolerate ranal policies, 
whether m South Africa or elsewhere Wc stand for truth and justice, 
not m an aggressive manner but vvith dignity and restraint 

Wc can win respect in the world only if we arc strong internally 
and can banish poverty and unemployment from our country Above 
all wc need national unity Communal provincial and linguistic con- 
flicts weaken the country Therefore, we have to forge national umty I 
do not say that opposition parties should not critiase the Government 
They are free to do so but this should be done in a democratic manner 
We welcome such cnticism But there are questions which have to 
be tackled on a national basis. The problem of food is one such ques 
tion It IS not a party issue I leave it to the good sense of my fnends 
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I appeal to them to work for national umty and usher in a soaal re- 
volution to make our country strong. 

In the ultimate analysis, the strength of the country does not he 
m material wealth alone A country is made strong by people like 
Gandhi, Jaw’aharlal and Tagore, by the force of character and moral 
strength 'Iherefore, I appeal to ouryoung men to inculcate in them- 
selves discipUne and character and work for the umty and advancement 
of the nation- If our young men and women work in this spint, 1 
ha'V’C no doubt that the future of our country will be bright 


NO DEVUTION FROM NTHRU’S POUCIES 

I &flD ON the very fint day of my election, and on more than one 
occasion later, that the Gotemmem of India would continue to 
follow the pohcies of Nehru la intemaiionaJ matters and that demo- 
cratic soaalism would contmuc to be our objective at home 

In a democracy there is full freedom for rethinking and independent 
thinking What happened when Mahatma Gandhi took over the 
leadership of the freedom struggle ’ There was a complete oserhaul- 
ing of philosophy, policy, technique and programme Mahatma 
Gandhi deviated completely from Lokmanya THak, Aurobindo Ghosh 
and Lain Laj pat Rai 

In a way, Gandhiji was the preceptor of Jaw’aharlalji, his guru in a 
sense But did Jawaharlalji always agree entirely with Gandhiji? No 
And yet could you find a more loyal and devoted follower of Gaodhyi 
than Jawaharliji? He loved Gondbiji immensely and he gave him his 
fullest loyalty, yet, he had his own independent way of thinking When 
hejoiQcd the Government, It was not possible for him to put into 
effect each and every idea of Gandhiji But this does not mean that 
be was in any way disloyal to Gandhiji or he did not do what was 
nght 

lo»\jrkcaoaroviitasfscasp<Jsstb}c HkrrfonufTOurf 
to drag in the name of Pandit Jawaharlalji to cover our lapses We 
must own the entire responsibfliiy for what we do But we cannot 
help remembering our great leader, our Prime Minister with whom we 
worked for about half a century We can never forget him, we wQl 
always remember him and we will try to follow m his footsteps m the 
best manner possible 


From reply to debate on motion of no confidence, Lok Sabha, September 18, 1964 



NO DEVIATIOS FROM NEflXU's POLiaES M 

I ba>-c also to add that 1 cannot function entirely on my own I 
am a member of a political orpmsation and I sit in this place on 
behalf of that political organisation That organisation has adopted 
democratic soaalism as jts objective The mandate is quite clear and 
It IS under that mandate that this Gosemment has to function It is 
not an organisation of some individuals It is the biggest political 
organisation in the country today And all t can say is that the 
Congress, the Congress President and all its members are in the hands 
of the common people It is on account of this that the Congress will 
alwaj's find it impossible not to identify itself « iih the masses and with 
the common people Members of the Cabinet do express their \icws 
sometimes m one way and sometimes in another But by and large 
they haw a collective responsibihty and every Minister has to realise 
and understand the fact that nothing should be said against the ded* 
sions taken by the Coi-emment as a whole 

In international matters, «e have ^o!!o^vcd a v.tU set course for a 
number of years We beficNe in non alignment and in the pursuit 
of peaceful methods for the settlement of international disputes We 
are equally clear that colonies should not exist and that racialism should 
be resisted Co-existence is a wholesome and absolutely sound policy 
which was initiated and strengthened by our late Pnme Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlalji We whole-heartedly endorse it, and it « a great 
achievement of the policy of co-existence that in certain matters evert 
the biggest powers are coming closer to one another Any threat or 
danger of war nould be ruinous for the n'otid, specially for countries 
like India who arc engaged in fighting an exceedingly diiTicuIt problem 
the problem of poverty and unemployment. 

I nould like to conclude by alfirming our firm faith in democracy 
and socialism This is the objective and goal as I said, of the Indian 
National Congress I am part of this great political organisation which 
has not only fought for and achieved independence for our country 
but has also, dunng the last 17 years of independence, stnven conti- 
nuously to provide political stability as well as social justice to our 
people 

To my mind, socialism in India must mean a better deal for the great 
mass ot our people who are engaged m agnerinnre, the ^arge mrafocr 
of workers who are engaged m the tanous factones and the middle 
classes who have suffered much during the penod of nsing pnees 
These are what I call the common men of ray country As (he head of 
the Government, ii would be my continuous endeavour to see that 
these objectives arc realised and that a social and economic order is 
established in which the welfare of our people is assured 
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THE NEW INDIA 

r iMORROW the country %vill observe National Solidanty Day 
It «as exactly ino years ago that our northern borders wre 
attacked This a surprise sprung on us 'quite suddenly But m 
that hour of peril, we saw an upsurge of patnotic feelings throughout 
the country Differences of state, caste, creed or language, which had 
often seemed superficially to divide us, disappeared m a moment 
It was a visible demonstration of the fundamental unity of our people, 
which has preserved the mte^ty oflndia through the ages The fanner 
in the field, the v. orker m the factory and indeed people from all walks 
of life came forward to make their own contribution m order to defend 
the country’s freedom On the borders our soldiers fought with valour 
and with determination So many of them made the supreme sacn- 
fice and ^ve their lives so that the country might live The whole 
ration remembers them with feelings of admiration and gratitude 
We have, however, to remember that we should not be satisfied 
with what happened in the past We have to realise that preservation 
of the freedom and temtonal integrity of the motherland calls for 
incessant effort vigilance and alertness The problems that we 
face today are serious indeed The Chinese are trying to build up a 
mighty war machine and to create fear m the minds of all Q^a 
has gone a step further and has recently exploded an atomic bomb 
We are thus confronted with a nuclear menace m Asia, something new 
for this peace-loving continent These arc senous developments and 
ne must take due notice of them Even otherwise, m recent days, we 
have seen events of greater significance taking place m other parts of 
the world. 

Within the country, we arc going through a penod of difficulties 
The production of food is still inadequate Harvesting of nee has 
begun and the new paddy and nee will be coming into the market 
This will ease the situation in respect of nee for the present The farmers 
are aware that the Government is very particular that they should 
reasonable and TOm.wnccab\a for tbtvr paddy I hope they ait 

aware of the fact that the producers’ pnees have already been fixed 
and announmi It js, Ibercfore, not unreasonable to expect that the 
Kisans will come forward to sell tbcir paddy or ncc to the Government 
at fixed pnees also, if they do not resist the temptation to sell it quietly 
to others in order to gel a higher pace, it wiU only cause misery to 
Iheir own kith and km In the present sitnaUon speaally, their 
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responsibiliiy js gr«f lam sure thej ««1I go aJl out tocooperatc in 
ihc vital task of feeding the people 

The sowing of the rob! crop will soon start Let us try to produce 
much more ofwhcat than sve did m the year 19d2,v,hichwa5a normal 
year It is essential that the district adnunisiratlon should help in 
the supply of adequate seeds, manure and similif other faahties 
Water for imgaiion purposes is the roost important item. 

The problem of water logging has greatly increased in recent years 
Every effort should be made to see that areas liable to water logging 
are provided with necessary drains Besides major irrigation projects, 
minor and medium schemes should also be taken m hand AH tanks 
and ponds should be deepened 1 am told that the construction of 
lube wells sometimes diverts attention from the esisfing irrigation 
works and even leads to avoidable duplication It should always be 
borne in mind that new investment in tube-wells should not make the 
older Investment infructuous, nor should it result m the neglect of (he 
existing works These are some of the reasons why the irrigated area 
in a number of States has not appreciably increased m spite of 
considerable investment 

The district admimsiraiion has to be much more alert and active 
to give all encouragement and assistance to the Kisaoswich a new to 
increasing the production of their reAt crop While wheat u import- 
ant, there must be greater production of pulses also The shortage 
of pulses has considerably added to our present difUculties I know 
we all understand and fully realise (hat the solution of all our present- 
day food diflicullies lies to increased production Jl is therefore 
essential that Government offiaats in the distnets and others at the 
State or Central level as also the farmers should work hand m hand to 
produce a much better result Let us show to the country that ivecan 
tackle our problems effectively by our own efforts and perseverance 

The question of dislnbulion has also assumed great importance 
The cooperatives and the fair pnee shops have helped to a consider- 
able extent in the present situation VTith improved methods and with 
more effective supemsion ihqr can do still better Moreover, if 
consumer cooperatives can be organised by local initiative they can 
be of much assistance m ensuring supplies to the consumers at steady 
pnees I am sorry to say that gram dealers do not seem to have fully 
realised the gravity of the situation This has led me to senous think- 
ing and il now seems essential that Government must make some 
radical changes m the present system of distribution 1 do not say 
that the alternative system will be hundred per cent good It has, 
however, become essential to ensure by all possible means that every 
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man gets the necessary quantum of food at a reasonable puce We 
may, therefore, have to take new measures However, I would not 
hke to take any new steps till w« have consulted the Chief Ministers 
Luckily they wdl be here in the last week of this month and I propose 
to have a full discussion with them. 

Let me assure my countrymen that there is no cause for dejection 
Our food position, as I said earlier, will surely improve on account of 
the new paddy and some other aops Besides that, w e will be getting 
imported wheat from the Uiuted States of Amenca. We will also try 
to get u from other countries We will, therefore, not be short of 
stocks so far as essential supplies to our countrymen are concerned 
1 am, however, keen that in the coming few months, while we should 
try to produce more, we must necessarily build up a better machinery 
for proper and equitable distribution, 

la the long run, the economic condiOons of the country will im- 
prove only if we plan our economy m a rational and scientific manner 
We are m the midst of preparing our fourth Five Year Plan Agn- 
cultute IS bound to get a high pnonty Industry is equally important 
and the eombtoation of industry and agnculttire alone will t^e the 
countty out of the morass we are in and present a cbeenng picture 
befom our people This is thus a penod of travail and of bard 
labour We have to make a determined effort as a people to raise 
ourselves above poverty and misery 

It may be obvious, but often we seem to forget that it is not the 
endeavour of a few people but the hard work of the many that makes 
the country great and prosperous We are passing through a new 
and revolutionary phase m our history and all the people should 
stand umted as one man, as thqr have done before in the hour of 
penL Let us then resolve this day to meet the challenge of our time 
with fortitude and determination and with a sense of national unity 
and nauanal purpose 

Wh3e we must be prepared lo meet any situation or to deal with any 
eventuality, we must not allow our faith in peace and peaceful methods 
to be dimmed, fii fact, peace is of fundamental importance to a 
country like India that u tiymg to build herself up economically But 
peace is of even greater importance from the point of view of humanity 
atlarge We cannot ignore the real truth that war has ceased to be an 
event between one country and another, war hereafter will engulf the 
whole world. Some days ago, I was m Cairo attending the Non- 
Aligned Nauons Conference The basic Uieme of that Conference 
also was peace and peaceful coexistence and there we did our be$t 
to promote these noble objectives. 



SATIONAL tOLIt>»mr DAY 

Qt Ihh day I {nwte al! ro> countoYDcn id join lofcthcr ai brothars 
and in this prrtt and chaUcnpng task of budding up a new, 

awalencd and tlrong India I ask jou lo plcdft younelm anew to 
the dcdiciicd acnice of our tnothcrland 


NATIOVAL SOIJDVRm' RAY 

O CTOTOt 20 has come to acquire a speewj tlpstdance for us ati 
Ilwusonthii date two >taf» ago that our northern neighbour, 
Vihotn V.O had Irrattd as a fnend, launched an attack on our borders 
Dunng the »ecks that followed thu fateful day, the world witnessed 
a most heart warming demonstration of the basic unity and solidarity 
of the fttdun people 

The obsers’ance of National Solldaniy Day is an annual reminder of 
this fundamental unity On this day. the thoughts of the who’e nation 
turn toour Armcdrortcswhopllantly guard our extensive borders and 
whohat'e.lhroughouthiitory.becnfamousforlhcircouragcand stamina 
We beloe In priw and peaceful desrlopment, not only for our* 
selves but for people all over the world Our mam preoccupation ti 
with economic and loaat development at home and peace and fnend« 
ship abroad To our Armed Torces. who have been guarding our 
froniien, facing the figoun of Winter in the mountains, who have 
been taking part in peace keeping programmes under the auspices 
of the UNO and of the Geneva Agreements on IndoChina, 
whose sense of discipline, unity end lopliy inspires the whole nation, 

I send my greetings oo National Solidarity Day The whole tuuon 
remembers them today with gratitude, affection and admiration 


ATOMIC ENERGY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES 

T he atomic rsEROY Commission have been able to build up this 
Plutonium Plant on their owu It is a great tribute to them 
During the last few decades there has been a tremendous develop* 
meat of science and technology This holds great hope for a develop- 
ing country such iw India. The leeway of ages can perhaps be made 

Af««ta«e to the Amwl Foresi. Oetoher 20. 19« 

ipee^ «t open n« of ihe WotoftlMU Ptoni ®f lh« Atomic EnertV DeeartmeBt 
Tfombsy Oflober 22. 1964 
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good m a decade or two by determined efforts on the part of our scien- 
tists and technologists Science, therefore, has a special place and im- 
portance in our country Our great leader Pandit Jawaharial Nehru 
laid the utmost emphasis on the setting up of new laboratones for 
research There has no doubt to be fundamental research in science, 
but applied research is equally important for new improvements and 
changes m our techniques I am glad that the importance of this 
aspect IS fully realised by our scientists The policy enunciated by our 
late Pnme Minister m regard to the growth of science has to be pursued 
and followed up We have to uulise the exploits of science m every 
branch of our activities and I do hope and expect that despite our diffi- 
cultly, necessary funds will be found for iL 

The atomic energy cstabUshmeni in Trombay has been a great 
venture We are grateful for the Canadian Government’s aid and assis- 
tance I am xery glad indeed that every effort has been made m this 
establishment to tram up our own scientists and thus build up a cadre 
of effiaent scientists in our country It is also pleasing to know that 
the first reactor, Apsara, was established by our own scjenUsts and 
engineers They arc young and they have a great future before them 
Naturally much more is expected of them. 1 wish them all success m 
their efforts 

We hate developed this plant with a view to uuhsmg atomic energy 
for peaceful purposes It is essential that this revolutionary technique 
in atomic energy should be made use of for bettering the lot of the 
people and changing the face of the world 

It IS most regrettable that nuclear energy is being harnessed for 
making nuclear vseapons This constiiuty a grave threat to the 
world If there is a nuclear war, God forbid, it would mean destruc- 
tion on a very big scale, indeed, complete devastation. We cannot 
play with the lives of human beings We have, therefore, to work for 
peace 

It IS unfortunate that no further advance has been made ever smee 
the Signing of the Moscow Partial Test Ban Treaty It is important 
that this Treaty should be further extended to underground tests etc. 
The world is passing today through one of the most cnucal phases in 
human history and time is the essence of the matter If we want to 
stop further proUferauoii of nuclear armaments, the Disarmament 
Committee will have to be more active and more earnest. And I want 
to take this opportunity to appeal to you, our distinguished guests who 
have come from so many friendly countries, to do all that you can 
to rouse world opimon and world conscience against the destrucUve 
use of the mighty atom. The peoples of the world must be made 
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Spraisng ai tl< IrJun tnuMt } Fubt c Ad nsiraion 

Sptakini at itt iKOugurai on 0/ tht Fiuion um Flint 
of tht Atom c £n«'gy Drparlmtni at Trombay 
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aware of the danger that they face from the possibility of the most 
glorious discovery ad>ie\'cd by the mind of man being used In a 
pcn'crtcd manner for the destruction of humanity itself. 

India has dedded not to enter this race for nuclear armaments. 
Asian and African nations have many more important diings to do 
in order to build up their own country and countrymen. We cannot 
anbrd to spend millions and millions over nuclear arms when there 
is poverty and unemployment all around us. India will, therefore, 
have to rouse world opinion against the destructive use of atomic 
energy. 1716 Trombay cslabltshmcni is, therefore, an instrument 
of pi3ce. 


ADMINISTRATION IN THE DISTRICTS 

'T'mere used to be autocrats, democrats and aristocrats, but now 
^ the new word ‘technocrat* has achieved some importance. Some 
experts who hold political oflice function very ably T^ey can scruti- 
nise everything to the minutest detail. Everything concerning their 
department or their subjects is attended to with the utmost care 
This is all very well. But the real function of an administrator 
or a Minister docs not he merely in doing certain specific things com- 
petently. What is iroponant is that he should have bs finger on the 
pulse of the country. He should be in a posuion to know about the 
thinking, the approach, and the attitude of the people. A techno- 
crat knows bis subject; but he may not bother about what other 
people have to say. Therefore a layman may sometimes be better. 

People judge the Government by what they get in their villages or 
small towns, by what response they get from the administration there, 
by whether the administrators deal with their various problems quick- 
ly enough. Quite a number of tbe people's diificulties can easily be 
solved the district authorities. At the present moment, unfor- 
tunately, our best officers have come over to the Sccrctanafs, whether 
it is the Stale Secretariat or the Central Secretariat Our district jobs 
are being manned by young officen which is a good thing in itself. 
But there should also be some experience, some maturity, before an 
officer lakes over as District Magistrate or Collector of a distnet. 
People from the villages tell me that while they can talk to a Minister 

from spteeh at Isdua Itautuu of PubLc Adminklratioo. New Delhi. October. 
23 . 
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or even the Pnme Mimster, il is not easy for them to talk and discuss 
matters with the Distnct Magistrate or the Commissioner This 
type of feeling must be removed Of couree, the admimstrators 
have to keep themselves somewhat aloof from the people I 
quite appreciate that, but they must not lose the human touch It 
has become common for us to cnucise the admuuslration Every- 
one feels he has soraethmg to say against the administration and the 
administrator The fact of the matter is that our administration, 
with all Its defects and lapses, has functioned admirably weU m the 
midst of cntical periods in our national life I am referring to the 
days of the partition of 1947, and during the transitional penod which 
was beset with many difficulties It is often said that the army is a 
great stabilmng force But I feel that the administration and the 
administrator, too, undoubtedly play a very important role m the 
siabibly of the countiy I must express my appreciation to our admi- 
nistratois who have functioned during the last fifteen years, their con- 
tribution has been most valuable 


ON JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 

•’TMDAY, the nation is celebtalmg the 75th birthday of Jawaharlal 
Nehru The day has been full of events dedicated to the children 
and the youth of the nation as it used to be dunng his Ufelime And 
toni^l 1 should like, if 1 may. to address myself particularly to the 
young. To them belongs the future m the shaping of which 
Jav.aharlalji made a unique contnbution 

1 should like to remind every young man and woman in the country 
that so many things which they take for granted today are in the 
nature of a legacy which Jawaharlalji has left to the nation. He it was 
who m 192S proclaimed that complete independence and not mere 
Domimon Status was the political goal of India — a goal which was 
adopted officially by the Congress on December 31, 1929 And on 
January 26, 1950, dunng his Prune Ministership, India became a 
Sovereign Democratic Republic. It was he who took the lead m 
putting forward the concept of planned development for India even 
before the Second World War broke out He presided over the 
launching of India’sfirst Five Year Plan in 1951 and dunng his UTeume 
the nation made phenomenal econoimc and technological progress It 
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he who firet pointed out that ^KlUlOut soaalum democracy cannot 
be complcic, and jt «aj m ha Itfctime t)ut soaihsm «ts accepted 
as the goal towards which we must move It was Jawaharla!;i who 
noUtd ihe doclnnc of non alignment and peaceful coexistence to 
which an ever ircreaslng number of countries m the world subscribe 
And il was lus wisdom and counsel which, on many an occision. 
reduced the tensions which were building up and removed the threat 
of wnr 

Yet It IS not with his aclucvemcnU alone, great as they were, that 
we should try to identify him We should rather identify him with 
the forces which he jcneraied throughout the country, forces which 
imparted a new ditiamom It is for us to keep the fbme burning, the 
spirit alive 

There 1$ hardly any aspect of Indian life— social, political or eco- 
nomic— to which he did not gi%e a new impetus Let us remind our- 
sehes of some of the penis which he fought and brought under control 
and wluch, if we are not careful, may raise their beads apin He 
was, as )ou know, apinst communalism His attitude towards the 
minonties was one of equality, indeed of pnerosity The secular 
State which he shaped was bom out of the feeling so deep m his heart 
that every eiiieen of India— whether he « a Hindu or a Muslim, ora 
Chnstun, or a Sikh, or a Tarsce, or a iew. or a Duddhist, or a Jain— 
has equal rights Let all (hose who remember Jawiiharlal with a^ec- 
tion on his 75th birthday dedicate themselves to the task of national 
solidarity and pledp themselves to Tght communalism. tinguism and 
castcism, in whatever shape or form they may appear 

The same humanitarian approach was at the root of his thinking 
on economic subjects, his passion for planning and his desire to create 
a socialist society He wanted to banish from this land hunpr. 
disease, illiteracy and all the ills that attend upon pov-eny and towards 
this end, he sought the cooperation of everyone— of labour of the busi- 
ness community, of the administration of teachers and of people 
in politics Speaking shortly after Independence, he had said that 
oust um a. etentaXyia «nrcoc«l to hard labour ut order tbal the vast 
potential of progress coutd be converted into actuality 

U w-as m this same spint of love for humanity that he approached 
inlcmaiional problems When he spoke on micmaiional affairs, 
be had only one thought— to promote peace He did not lake up 
posmons calculated to help India in one way or another, but rather 
he thou^t of humanity as a whole The same peaceful approach 
was to be found even w hen India herself vvas a party to a dispute Twice 
m his lifcume, India was exposed to naked aggression Even while 
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fighting invaders \vith the force of arms and the gallantry of our soldiers, 
he never abandoned the peaceful approach He went to the UN 
over Pakistan’s aggression For Jawaharlalji, no other course was 
possible for he believed in peace and in setthng mtcmational disputes 
by peaceful methods We cannot be enemies for ever, he declared, 
Ttfcmng to Pabstan in 1950 This is as true today as ji was when 
he uttered it And in the same spint of peace, he accepted without any 
reservation the Colombo proposals regarding the Chinese invasion 
We must, he used to say, quoting Gandhiji, look at international 
problems not mth blood shot eyes, but with eyes which are clear 
Jawahatlalji was a great devotee of science It was only throu^ 
saence and technology that India could hfl herself out of centunes 
of stagnation and the depths of poverty Only through science 
could the fanner Oounsh and factones mcrease their production. 
But his scientific approach is’as not something different from his 
human approach to all the problems of life but an integral part of it 
He v.as at once a visionary and a saenUst The scientific spirit 
is an attitude, rather than an aptitude It pertains to the mmd It 
should not be confused with manual skills or mechanical devices It 
IS based on a passion for truth, truth sought relentlessly, rejecting 
dogma and doctnne, through actual living expenmeot. It is not 
ivithout Significance that Gandhiji chose to cal! his autobiography 
“The Story of my Experiments vnth Truth.” 

Let us not lose the capacity to make expenments, to try things 
out and to discover the truth for ourselves Truth is not something 
\ihich is inherited not something which is presenbed by authonty 
Saence rejects authonty No sacntist would defend a theory by 
quoting another Galileo, Newton, Einstem and now Narlitar 
ha\e upset the theories built up by their predecessors Saence is 
always revolutionary The slogans which dominate poliucs and 
the superstiuons which sometimes envelop our daily life can be 
dispelled only dirough a saentific approach, a lauona] approach to 
life which Jawaharlalji always had. 

At (fie same tune, fet us not for^t that science and rationalism, 
di\ orced from human values, can produce ruthless cfBaency symbolised 
by the atomic bomb It is not enough to have the mmd of a saentist 
if we do not have the heart of a humamtanan It was the greatness 
of Jawaharlalji that he had them both. Indeed, he was at pains to 
emphasise how important it is, to quote his own words, “for the 
human mind and human spint to control saence and direa it in the 
nght direction”. “The great path of saence”, he said, * has to be 
tempered by something and that someihmg is spmtuabty” 
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As long ngo as 1947, spcaVing in the Constituent Assembly, he 

sail! • 

‘ We hear a lot about the atom bomb and the vanoos kinds of 
energy that jl represents nnd m essence today there is a conflict 
in the world between two things, the atom bomb and what it re- 
presents and the spirit of humanity I hope that while India 
will no doubt phy a great part in all the matenal spheres, she 
will alwaj-s lay stress on the spmt of humanity and I have no 
doubt in my mind that ultimately in this conflict that is confront- 
ing the world, the human spini wall prevail over the atom bomb ” 
In seventeen )'ears of rndependence, India has lost many great men 
who had waged a non violent war against foreign domination Gandhi- 
ji, Sardar Patel, Maulana Aaad and now Jawaharlalji himself, who, 
forlurately for us, presided over the dcsiinies of free India through the 
most difRcuIt period of her history, are no more But the country 
whom they seized so de\otedIy hves and is moMngon the road to pros- 
perity As Jawaharlalji had laid so nghily m 1949, “a nation goes 
on and on A nation does not die** 

It Will be for the youth of today to assume the responsibility to- 
morrow of running the nffairs of this great country And so, to the 
youth of the country on the 75th birth annnersary of Jawaharlalji, 

1 say, the future is yours Let the humanism and the soeniilic spini 
which Jawaharlalji bad in such abundance ennch your beam, ennoble 
your minds and guide your actions 


business Ernnes 

T itE FKOSLCM of the social responsibilities of the business community 
IS essenually a part of our outlook on life U has largely to do 
with the kind of soacly we aim at. 

We m Jndia are passing through a period of transition from a 
predominantly rural agricultural economy to industnalisatioo on a 
comprchensi\'e and widespread scale In our recent history we have 
had a foretaste of the problems and the soaal instabilities that stem 
from economic transition and the process of industrialisation 
In a pre-industnal soacly Uie change is gradual and slow It is 
governed by the general acceptance of certain patterns of ngbts and 

Fram ipccch inaupint ns a woilnsr on Uio Sodil Retponsibl i ei of Buiiocu, 
«t>oiuored by ihe Gandbian losutvle ^ SliNfn. New Oettil. Starch IS 196S 
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obligauons This keeps its level of material s^ell-bcing low, but soaalJy 
It IS more peaceful Industrialisation has a tendency to disrupt social 
peace In several ways it upsets the established order of the soaal 
system and the scales of social balance Certain adjustments and the 
readaptauon of a nev. set of social relationships become necessary 
Industrialisation immediately introduces a sinking change in the 
whole complex of social relationships This causes two kinds of 
stnfe First, those who participate m it argue about the division 
of proceeds as between workers and entrepreneurs The second kind 
of stnfe arises from the protests of those sections and regions which 
do not immediately get a share m the expanding radustnal actinties. 
In the initial phase of industnalisaiion there is an exodus of labour 
from the Plages to the towns Towns begm to attract labour and ex* 
pand much faster than housing, transport, water and other aroeniUcs 
can This results m congestion and over-crowding and throws up 
the problems of slums, samiattori and the like Later, when the pat- 
tern of industnalisatioo bepns to diversify, new industries based 
on new and labour-saving techniques are set up This creates the 
diSicult problem of technological employmenL The point of all 
this IS that the process of economic growth has an inherent tendency 
towards imbalance Basically it is a problem of growth itself, but 
the consequences ensuing from this seep down to the veiy roots of the 
country’s life 

Candhiji bad foreseen these problems and had given considerable 
thought to them It is a well known fact that the Indian National 
Congress imder his leadership was not coDccmed with the winning 
of poblical freedom only It had a soaal objective also Gandhyi 
was a strong advocate of the ideal of Sarvodaya which meant the 
moral and material well being of all sections of the community He 
paid special heed to the requirements of the poorest and the lowliest 
strata of soacty 

It IS widely believed that Casdbiji was opposed to heavy industry 
In his wnUngs, there is abundant evidence that he recognts^ the evils 
ihst coJOff iS fie n'skc of hesiy tadcsin^isstiits. Bst, aftiaagi a 
protagonist of the Charkha, at heart he was no enemy of the mill- 
owner As he himself once said, “Do I seek to destroy the null 
industry, 1 hav^ often been asked If 1 did, I should not have pressed 
for the abolition of the excise du^ I want the mill industry to pros- 
per, only I do not want u to prosper at the expense of the country “ 
He.howevcr.heldv’trystrongvicwsaboutthe share that labourshould 
have in mdustry Many a time he said that labour was superior 
to capital and he had always been a champion of the legitimate 
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nghts of labour But at the same lime be wanted harmony and 
cooperabon between the two, or, as he put it, “amamage between 
capital and labour ” 

Gandbjji recognised that while ah men should have equal oppor- 
tunity, all did not have the same capacity Some had the ability to 
earn more than others But he bclic%cd that those who bad talent 
would be performing the wort of soaefy if they used their talent 
wisely and well Gandhiji said that he would allow a man of intellect 
to earn more and not suppress his talent But jt was his view that the 
bulk of his larger earnings should be used for the good of the State, 
just as the incomes of all earning sons of the father go to the common 
joint family fund Those with talent and opportunity would find 
their highest fulfilment as trustees "This concept of trusteeship was 
one of the dominant trends in Gandbiji s political and social philo- 
sophy, and he extended this concept of trusteeship to cover all fields 
of life 

Gandhiji was a saint and not all that be preached and practised can 
be applied in our mundane society But in our own humble way 
we are trying to build a welfare State on a socialist democratic pattern 
The criterion for determining the lines of advance must not be pnvate 
profit but social gam The benefits of economic development must 
accrue more and more to the relatively less privileged classes of 
society, and there should be progressive reduction of the concentration 
of income, wealth and economic power 

The importance of the role to be played by the businessman in 
the establishment of the new order cannot be over-emphasised It 
IS, I venture to think, even greater than that of the economist and the 
politician Too often the community views the businessmen s aims 
as selfish gam rather than advancement of general welfare That 
impression can be removed only if business becomes fully alive to its 
social responsibilities and helps our soaety to function in harmony 
as one organic whole 

There is a feehng that the present laws regarding Companies con 
cem themselves more with the nghls and privileges of the shareboldera 
and workers and tend to ignore the rights of the consumere and the 
community Under the pressures of ^areholders and trade umons, 
the Company management has a tendency to become less sensitive 
to the interests of the consumers and the commuruty The Company 
must act as a citizen of the commumty It can be transformed into a 
soaal entity through a combioabon of public spirit and shrewd business 
sense 

Instances where employee parliapalion m equity has been highly 
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beneficial to shareholders are forthcoming in the case of a few pro- 
gressive concerns in the USA and the UK. It is possible that the 
good example set by such progressive Companies will in due course ra- 
diate to countnes where there arc such organisations Where, howeser, 
the Companies are not voluntarily going to follow this lead, legislation 
to that cfTcct has been suggested It has also been fell that democratic 
principles of consent and participation of the governed must be in- 
corporated in the Company Law by suitable amendment whereby the 
workers, consumers, the community and the shareholders voice their 
views in the counal not as a mailer of grace but of nght 

1 do behcNc that India must ever preserve her soul We must 
develop but we must not allow the profit motive to be the only goal of 
economic activity Men of business and industry must accept a vo- 
luntary ceiling on profits and dividends as a first step This would 
surely help in some measure to remove the feeling that seems to dmdc 
those who have and those who are still in want Secondly, the workers 
must be assoaated efiectivcly with the management so that the thnll 
of partiapatiofl in the task of building up the country can be imparted 
to them Only then can a truly cooperauve endeavour be generated 
I feel confident that labour will respond with dignity and responsibility 
Finally, we must reject the doctnne that m business what matters 
is the end and not the means Let us look not to the immediate profit 
but to the long term gain. Let us build on strong foundauons that 
Will stand the test of ume 1 would suggest that men of busmess 
and industry might consider the adoption of a code of conduct for 
themselves Taken together, these ideas might help in the eslabUsh- 
mcni of a new society which meets the material requirements of our 
people by giving them a better standard of Jiving wnihout denuding 
them of what we have always held precious through the ages 


THE ADMIMSTRATOR ANT> THE COVERWSfE2VT 

A N ADsnNiSTTUTOR bas obviousIy to administer the laws of the 
i\ State and the poliaes <jf the Covimment The laws of a State 
are a product of certam basic ethical and social salues, of social condi- 
tions of political institutions, of historical developments and of social 
and economic objecuves The laws, thus, reflect the pohaes of the 

M iaausarsliag a coelercm on AdmmatiUioa Saenoe. J,fw Delhi. 
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people and the State Ilovxew, laws lend to be conscmiivc They 
ha\-c to be so because they provide the framework around which a 
society develops Policies, cm the otlicr hand, arc more flauble 
They produce the laws and also flow oat of them So an administra- 
tor, when he administers the laws and iheir progenj— the rules, re- 
gulations and directives— has to be ronscious of the policies behind 
these regulations and the purpose which they arc intended to serve 

An administrator is also a representative of the Government 
Governing. I realise, u not a vrry fashionable word these days But 
It is the basic duly of a Government to govern Therefore, it also 
becomes the job of the admirusirator through whom tlic Government 
functions The basic idea of governance, os I see it, w to hold the 
society together so that it can develop and inarch towards certain 
goats The task of the Government is to facilitate this evolution, 
this progress If must provide proper conditions and a proper climate 
for this pun>ose ^^hlIe governing, the administrator roust, therefore, 
keep certain trends m view }|e should be aware of the policies which 
he has to implement and of the methods which are open to him for 
their roiplementatioo He should know what the Government wants 
and at the same time be attuned lo the needs of the people. 

We have adopted a poliQr of planned development Planmng 
in V anous fields — agricultural, Industnal and soaal— is being attempted 
on a truly massive scale As far os the administration is concerned, 
this Ruses two important mtcr<onnectcd issues planmng itself and 
Its implementation Some projects, for instance big induslnal ven- 
tures, can be both planned and executed centrally But the vast 
majoniy of plans have to be prepared and executed at the local level 
and the local plans have, through the Slate plans, to fit into the larger 
framework of the national plan How far the process of planning 
and Its implementation should be centralised, and to what extent 
and in what vvays decentralised constitute important issues The 
national objective has to be fulfilled At the same time local injuative 
must be fostered 

These issues cannot be resolved id any simple fashion Balance 
has to be achieved at different points in different sectors, the emphasis 
has to shift as development progresses, as expenence is gamed, and 
as technical and managena! skilb develop 

The enormous task of social and economc revolution can be earned 
forward successfully only with the participation of the people Ob- 
viously, the administrator has to go lo the people He has to identify 
himself with them Yet he roust retain his own identity and main- 
tain a certain aloofness, so that he does not get embroiled la local 
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politics To a certain extent each man has to strike his own balance, 
but certainly his task would become easier if the administrator is 
genuinely dedicated to the cause Nothing influences people more than 
true dedication and the spontaneous enthusiasm which it generates 
The post Independence era has presented another problem that 
involves social and individual adjustment This deals with the rela- 
tionship between the politician and the administrator, to be more 
precise, between the public leader and the Government servant The 
problem has to be faced both at the local level and at the Governmental 
level If I may share a secret with you, at the district level the politi- 
cian generally prefers to be on the right side of the local administration 
An administrator has to see that the politician continues to feel that 
way He can ensure this only if his integrity is above board and if he 
IS reasonably industrious He must also realise that things ha^^ 
changed much in the last 20 years and are bound to change l^urthcr 
The administrator may be among the most enlightened men locally, 
but even if he is conscious of that, it should not make him feel 
superior or act superior 

At the Governmental level normally we have experienced adminis- 
trators and also experienced public men I would like to ask their 
pardon for saying so, but I believe that m the course of 
getting to this stage, many angularities get rubbed oft It is, tberefore, 
comparatively easier for them to work together and to complement 
each other 

I would hke to refer to certain specialised areas of administration. 
Take, for instance, the Distncl Magistrate To large sections of the 
people be represents the Govemmem He has always been res- 
ponsible for law and order and is now increasingly responsible for the 
developmental activities at the local level He needs both prestige 
and aulhonty and at the same time bunuhty and dedication Efforts 
to sustain his authority will have to be continued for qmle some time 
Therefore, the persons who are placed m charge of districts must be 
carefully selected They should be expenenced and should be given 
enough time to understand local problems 

In the case of industrial undertakings in the pubhc sector and 
other large nationalised services, the administrator should be reason 
ably familiar with the technicalities and the commercial problems 
involved He must also develop the art of man management The 
younger executives must receive the necessary training. This aspect 
must compel the attention of top execubves 

Our industrial undertakings should be able to provide the neces- 
sary goods and services to the people at the lowest possible cost and 
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as efiicienlly and as quicUy as possible Cost consaousness and ibe 
need for an cfilcient system of accounting arc, therefore, very neces- 
sary 

To sunt up, we hav'C to develop a clean effiaent, versatile, sensi- 
tive and rcsponsiveadmimstration Aboteal] U has to be an adminis- 
Iraijon in which people will have faith and confidence This holds 
good today Dut the demands on administration will become greater 
tomorrow It is the tomorrow on which you should keep your 
eye 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND THE WANS 


I T B hOT my vtcw that there is a contradicijon between the s-tting 
up of bcasy industries and the promotion of well being amongst 
the masses Bui clearly, there has to be some kind of balance beiw cen 
outJa)^ on heavy industry and outlays on measures which would be of 
immediate benefit to the common man It is the task of the Planning 
Commission (o study this problem in all its mtncaaes when formu 
bung the Fourth Plan and it is only after the Planning Commission 
has gone into this difficult question, wiih all the care that it needs, 
that the Government and I can take a definite stand on this 

I feel that it is necessary to make sizeable cutsinGovemraeotcxpen 
diture, both at the Centre and in the States To achieve such economies, 
we must examine the possibilities everywhere The many short- 
ages which cxist—of ccraeat, steel, foreign ctch3nge,iinported machi- 
nery and the like— act as limmng factors m the devcJopracDt of heavy 
mdustnes I definitely consider that it would be wue not to dissipate 
our resources by starting too many fresh projects at this stage and 
instead to concentrate oU avaibble resources on the speedy completion 
of the projects already under construction Such a policy, I feel, wilt 
accelerate rather than retard the development of heavy industries 
in the country, a development which has to be assessed not in terms 
of the number of foundation stones laid but m terms of output 
achieved 


CHALLENGE OF THE FOURTH PLAN 

T ins IS nm first meeUng of this Council which will not have the 
guidance of Jawaharialji It was his vision that led to the latro- 
ducuoQ of pbnning in India and it was his example and advice that 
tcispvtedtaauyolhftcdcvelopmtcountnes Iwas ui Cairo theotherday 
acdPresidentNasser said that he had bad long talks with thelate Prune 
Minister and it was in pursuance of those talks that he had decided to 
set up a Planning Board President Nasser said that he took the 
idea from Shn Jawaharlal Nehru As long ago as 1938, soon after 

From lentf to Shii Bbupetli GupU. MP, New Dethi Aumt 21 1564 
Speech Inaug^niittg the twestyfint meebPS ot the National Development 
Cwmeil New Dellih October 27 J964 
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popular GoNcmmcnts were formed in the Provinces, when Subhas 
Bose was the Congress President, a Nauonal Planning Commiilcc was 
set up under Jaw nharlalji s chairmanship Again, it was he who deaded 
as the first Prime Minister of India to set up the Planning Commission 
m 1950, and to consUiule the National Development Counal 
There IS no doubt that what we achieved, specially m our First 
Plan IS something to be proud of The national income rose by 
18 per cent, surpassing the Plan target of 12 per cent We started 
well in the Second Plan but halfway through we ran tnto senous 
difficulties regarding foreign exchange and we had to prune down 
many projects Nevertheless, with the additional esiemal assistance 
whicii we received, wt were able to achieve an increase of 21 5 per 
cent m our naUonal income against the original target of 25 per 
cent TaUng the decade covered by the first two Plans as a whole, 
the national income increased by 44 per cent, per capita income by 
18 5 per cent and per capita consumption by about Id per cent, 
despite the fact that the population bad increased by 21 6 per cent 
during the period 

The mid tenn appraisal of the Third Plan which was undertalcn 
last year revealed that the progress in the first two years bad been very 
slow indeed Some of the reasons for this were undoubtedly outside 
our control But we would be less than honest if we did not face up 
to the fact that our ow-n performance wus, m many respects, poor 
Fortunately, in the third and fourth years of the Plan, progress has 
been somewhat better than in the first two years. But it is not good 
enough The growth in national income w-as 2.6 per cent in 1961 62, 
2.4 per cent in 1962-63 and a Utile above 4 per cent m 1963-64, while 
our aim was to have an increase of more than 5 per cent each year 
This sluggishness m our growth obviously calls for a redoubling of 
our efforts If we arc lagging behind, «r must lacnase our speed 
Unfortunately, the slow rate of growth has left us with httle resources 
and has engendered a sense of fnismiion The present shortages 
and high prices are ib-mselves the result of our slow rate of progress 
The real problem before us is to overcome these difficulties We 
must, I think, look at the past m order to idenufy our aefuevements and 
faflures, and to ascertain the reason for them for our future guidance 
Apart from the consideration which the Council would be giving to 
the Memorandum on the Fourth Plan, we should apply our minds to a 
few specific and concrete problems confronting us First and foremost 
there is the problem of raising agricultural production, of procurement 
of foodgrains and their distribution and of tl« regular supply of a few 
other articles of daily necessity 
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AU of US know that our aduevements in the agncultural sector 
have noi been up to the mark What wc nee<l now is a programme of 
concrete action To produce immediate results such a programme has 
to be conceived in terms of the resources and facilities which arc avail- 
able and not jn terms of what might be done in ideal conditions or in 
the distant future All too often there are complaints about the short- 
age of fertilizers because we do not produce enough and cannot import 
enough But are we making the fullest possible use of compost, ma- 
nure and other indigenously asmilable sources of nutrition for the soil ? 
We arc planning many major imgation projects But even while these 
are under construction, are we doing all we can in the field of minor 
imgation? Cannot more wells be dug, cannot ponds be deepened, 
cannot the available waters of imgation projects already completed 
be more fully utilised? Surely th^ are wiihm our reach if we go 
about our task in a spint of self help We have to make a determined 
effort to find our requirements from withm the couniry and not always 
depend upon imports and foreign materials which we can afford to do 
without 

All too often we think of these things at the national level and the 
State level, while there is neglect and even confusion at the village level 
The farmer has now to deal separately with representatives of different 
Government agencies, each owing allegiance to a department or minis- 
try at the headquarters of the Slate or the Central Government The 
coordinating role which the Distncl Officer used to play m the past 
has been lost I would suggest to all (he Chief Ministers present here 
today that they should restore tolheDistnctOfficer, whether beis known 
as the Collector or the Dqiuty Commissioner, the status of a co- 
ordmator of all governmental aciiviiics m the distnet and confer upon 
him the rcsponsibiliOi for guiding all the efforts undertaken on behalf 
of the Government, Central or State This may well mean splitting up 
the larger distncts into more compact adnunistrauve umts This task 
should he treated as an urgent one. J would like to emphasise this point 
Some of the districts, for instance those in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
West Bengal, are very large indeed It would be in the interests of 
better administration to break up these districts, and even if it means 
more expenditure, it wiU be well worth it 

This toning up of the administration is essential whether we think 
of our short term problems, or of our long term problems ofagncul 
ture or of industry. Without improving the adoumstration it will not 
be possible to control prices, eOeci a more equitable distnbution of 
available supplies or do any of the other things which we roust do to 
impart stability to the economy Again, it is only through better 
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admimslralion that the public sector projects can be completed wth 
speed and the private sector can discharge its responsibibties in the 
way that it should 

Even while we concentrate on measures to deal with our current 
problems and take steps to improve our efficiency and peribrmanre 
in the remaimng months of the Third Plan, we cannot but start think- 
ing of the Fourth Plan and the Memorandum prepared by the Plan- 
ning Commission Indeed, that is the mam item of business before 
us today What should be the mam objective of the Fourth Plan 
It must ensure that despite the unanticipated difficulties we have to 
overcome, the move towards a better life for the common people mam- 
tams Its momentum We have, therefore, to aim at as large a Plan 
as we can find resources for The pro^mme outlined in the Memo- 
randum envisages an outlay in the public sector ranging between 
Rs 14,500 crore and Rs 15,500 crore against the esumated resources 
ofRs 14,500 crore for the public sector Even this order of resources 
IS based on certain assumptions 

One of the mam tasks to which the Council should apply its mind 
today IS the mobilisation of resources There have b^n shortfalls 
m the State sector during the *niird Plan We cannot take such a 
risk in the Fourth Plan 1 say this not to find fault with the State 
Governments whose conmbutioa to our resources is below the target 
I know the States have had difficulties and problems In the Fourth 
Plan, wc must antiapaic these difficulucs and problems and not give m 
to them when the time actually comes 

So far as the rural population is concerned, we certamly do 
not want to add to the burdens of the farmer Yet I know the Indian 
farmer would be willing to pay more if he sees some tangible results 
before his eyes Perhaps one reason why wc find it so difficult to secure 
the cooperation of the fanner is that we do not establish the kind of 
visible link vvhich is needed between the contribution which the farmer 
makes and the benefits that accrue to bun The fanner sees the 
Government as a collector of revenues through ns Dislnct Admmistra- 
iion- He also sees a number of other people who are building roads, 
bridges, hospitals and schools, providing fertihaers, seeds and credit. 
He docs not see the hnk between the two sets of operauons In my 
opuuon, wc shall have greater success m raismg addiuonal revenues 
from the agncuUural commumty if we can give them the onentaUon 
and appearance of a betterment levy Thus if a new badge is built 
and a toll charged for it, the user understands ns logic and feels that he 
IS pa>mg for a service and not bemg taxed The same logic applies to 
the olher amenities which we provide. 
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Another matter connected with resources m which we must all 
make a combined effort is the earning of foreign exchange Ever since 
1958 the shortage of foreign exchange has been one of Ibe most serious 
handicaps to our development One reason why our deasions cannot 
be quick, why many factones have idle capacity, why machinery which 
js damaged or broken down cannot be replaced immediately, is the dire 
shortage of foreign exchange This shortage has persisted despite 
the aid we have received, and continues to be a major matter of concern 
for our Fourth Plan 

It IS thus essential that our export drive should do even 
better Here again is a subject for which the Centre is responsible in 
matter of form, but in substance the effort to increase our exports 
depends very considerably on the support and cooperation of 
the State Governments It has also to be reahsed that sales tax and 
other things which are not really meant to affect the export trade are 
levied m a way which hampers our exports and raises their paces May 
I suggest to the State Governments that it would be desirable to have a 
special cell in the appropriate Departmeot m the States which ^vill 
concentrate attenuon on exports and give support and cooperation to 
measures for increasing our earnings of foreign exchange Perhaps 
such ceils already exist in some of the States 

Another nutter in which cooperation between States u most essen* 
ual IS in respect of programmes relating to imgaiion and Qood control 
It often happens that steps taken m one State lead to senous diihculties 
in another For instance there is the problem of water logging which 
has a vital bearing on agricultural production We have seen m recent 
months how vast areas of good agncultural land have been rendered 
unusable by flood waters which cannot be drained out The worst 
situation IS in Punjab, Delhi and parts of Uttar Pradesh This is a prob 
lem which has to be dealt with on a regional basis and I think it would 
be desirable to consider the establishment of a special body to study 
this problem and to make concrete recommendations I feel certain 
that if we can deal with this problem effectively, we would 
Wie couXvJa'a*.'’/3W wjtceasw.g food 

producuom 

The more 1 thmk of our problems today, the more convinced I am 
that there is much greater nerf for coordination and sohdanty than is 
generally realised The main task of the National Development 
Council should be to promote thinking on a national plane for the 
attainment of our national objectives State Governments must 
certainly attach the greatest importance to the State Plans They have 
to be iscussed, however, witlun the framework of the national Plan 
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and I feel that discussion at this meeting should be mainly on the 
national Plan and the national effort needed to sustam it 

I should like to say a word about the relative roles of the pnvate 
sector and the public sector Our objective is socialism This does 
mean an immense grov.1h of the public sector Each Plan sets out 
what the pnvate sector will do and what the public sector will do 
Failure m either sector affects the Plan and creates imbalances in the 
economy We have, therefore, to ensure that the targets allotted m our 
Plan to the pnvate sector, no less than those allotted to the pabirc 
sector, are fulfilled. The pnv'atc sector has had and will contmue to 
have a role to play in our expanding economy 

The Industrial PoliQ^ Resolution has alr^dy brought out that the 
tw o sectors cannot work m water ti^t compartments In the context 
of nsmg pnees and the difficulties which the common man has to face 
about basic consumer goods, tt is necessary for some of the consumer 
goods tndusincs to be developed in the pubbe sector I bebeve that 
the Government should also set up textile nulls, sugar factoncs and 
plants for the manufacture of cement, drugs and scdicises Only 
then can we be assured that the shortages which v, e have been expeneo- 
cing in the recent past will not become chronic Such industnes will 
also give us better profits and larger scope for emplojineni. 

Heavy industnes will, of course, continue to be the backbone of 
our economic development Mudi more steel machinery must be 
produced, but care must be taken, as 1 have had occasion to emphasise 
in the past, that we get the most out of the lavestment which we make 
in heavy industry m the shortest possible time. Plannmg of heavy 
industries for the Fourth Plan has to be on the basis of performance 
Only then can our planning become more real and more accurate 

I have deb^bcrately confined myself to certam practical issues which 
seem to roe to be of paramount importance. They are issues for us to 
face here and now Unless we can stabilise prices, increase production 
and improve our administration, the most careful Plan will not help us 
We who claim to be responsible to the people have to be responsive 
to the people. It is up to us to restore to them a sense of digmty and 
hope Unless we are able to do this in the remaining year and a half 
of this Plan, our Fourth Plan may not succeed, no matter what resour 
CCS we mobUisc. 

The Fourth Plan presents a challenge to ihe nation The challenge 
can only be met if we are prepared to undertake the many tasks w hich 
confront us with a truly national approach 
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I N TTfE initial months of the cnwrEcncy created by the Chinese 
m\-asjon, v.t s\tn able lo absorb the stress and strain of higher 
defence and dcselopmcntal outlays without serious duturbance lo the 
economy Despite the diversion of scarce resources to defence pur- 
poses, we were able to maintain the tempo of expansion m industrial 
production and add modestly to our depleted foreign exchange reserves 
Industnal production in 1963-64, the first full year after the Chinese 
attack, increased by 9 2 per cent as against an increase of 8 per cent in 
I962-63and64-perccntin 1961-62, During the same year, our foreign 
exchange reserves showed a modest increase of Rs 10 8 crore and we 
wtre able to repay some 50 million dollars to the International Mone- 
tary Fund The general level of wholesale pnees increased by about 
9 per cent tn 1963-64, but this m itself was not a very senous disturb- 
ance, particularly as it occurred after two years of virtual stabihor 
in the index of wholesale prices 

Unfortunately, agncuUura! output in the 1963-64 season did not 
show as great an increase os was expected at one time It turned 
out to be virtually the same as was achieved three years ago at the 
end of the Second Plan The stagnation m agricultural output taken 
os a whole over the past few years and the anti social activities of 
some people have combined to create shortages and pnee increases 
over the past year There are certain lessons which, I feel, can be 
derived from the experience we have had 

First and foremost, efforts to increase agncultural production on 
a steady, long term basis deserve the highest pnonty I have not the 
slightest doubt that our agncultural production can be«substantiany 
stepped up Our agncultural production increased at the rate of 
3 5 per cent per annum dunng the first two Plan penods A signifi- 
cant feature was that m some parts of the country, in Gujarat, Punjab 
and Madras, an increase of more than 5 per cent per annum was 
achieved, white in Assam, Orissa and West Bengal, there was only a 
marginal increase of about 1 per cent per annum 

There as no rtsison why the hyrfi rates of growth already attained 
in some parts of the country should not be achieved all over the country 
The farmer has to be provided with the necessary impetus — better 
seeds, better manures and irrigation and credit facilities The Govern 
ment is trying to do its utmost tn this regard However, the agricul- 
tural departments in the States have to be much more active They 

Addrm to ibe Atsociated Chamben of Ccrminerce and ledwlry of Inda. 
Calmtu. ^RRiber 21 19M 
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must have more accurate figures about the productjon of different crops 
The agricultural department and the Community Development Blocks 
must work for the proper supply and provision of these facilities 
They must also see to it that they are fully utilised There should be a 
common and consistent link between these departments and the farm- 
ers so that one helps and supports the other A special spirit has to 
be generated amongst the farmers so that they resolve to produce 
more, so that they can feed the country and also earn more for 
themselves A concerted effort has to be made to achieve this result 
There was a reference to the possibility of increasing agricultural 
output by allowing large-scale pr^uction on a selected basis Some 
people are of the opinion that we have not carried out land reform 
far enough m many places and that this has come m the way of the 
fanner doing his utmost to increase output It seems to me that both 
these View points have validity in the n^t place and for therightcrop 
Ceilings on land holdings are meant to reduce dispanties and. along 
with the other measures for bnngmg waste lands under culuvauon, 
afford better opportunities to the landless section of the population 
At the same tune, the Flaa does visualise an eRemption from ceiling 
in certain branches of agriculture, such as plantations, dairying, etc . 
which require large scale investment on a long term basis The Plan 
also provides safeguards for efficiently managed farms whidi consist 
of compact blocks on which heavy investments have been made 
We are now in a stage of transition, moving from one Plan to 
another This is undoubtedly the lime for a coo] appraisal of the 
effort that we have to undertake There are and wDl be difficulties at 
each step in our march towards the goals of agricultural and indus- 
trial development, of better soaal services and of a society which 
ensures equality of opportunity to all the people — objectives which we, 
as a nation, ^ve placed before ourselves since Independence At 
each stage, we shall have to take note of any special difficulties that 
might anse and make necessary adjustments in our policies and 
operation devices In today’s situation we have to take measures to 
curb inflation Some of these may seem somewhat irksome to Govern- 
ment departments who have been called upon to curtail expenditure, 
as well as to the private sector But the steps necessary to check 
inflation are far less painful than the consequences of persistent 
inflation 

Even while we deal With our present problems and difficulties, 
w e cannot lose sight of the future, we cannot afford to be faint hearted 
We must continue our efforts We must find new w'ays of doing 
things belter than in the past and we must seek new resources to 



rCO'^OMlC DtVELOPMCST AND TllE COMMOM MAS 39 

sustain this performance in the future This » a task in which your 
contribution can be a significant one 

A brief Memorandum on the fourth Rsc Year PJan has already 
been prepared In a way, this Memorandum is essentially an invita' 
tion to Central Ministries, State Governments, pnvate industry and 
others to submit or prepare more detailed programmes and projects 
as well os to work out supporting policy measures so that a draft Plan 
could be prepared and presented to the country for discussion and 
comment. Wthoui esen a rough preliminary framework, the various 
agencies rwponsible for making detailed proposals do not have a 
reasonable basis for doing so At this stage, therefore, the numbers 
and proportions and targets m the Memorandum on the Plan should 
not be looked upon as representing final or fully considered vicvvs 
and deasions Much uork remains to be done Wofe even a draft 
of the Plan could be submitted 

The accent in the Pourih Ran must be on the well being of the 
common man In the course of the next ten years or so, tt will be 
our endeavour to ensure a mintmum living standard to our people 
In the reihsation of this objeciiw the pnvate sector will necessanly 
have to play an important role in as much as the consumer mdustnes. 
including ognculture, fall almost entirely wathm the ambit of the pn- 
vate sector The inv-estment envisaged in the pnvate sector as a whole 
would be more than a third of the total investment m the fourth 
Plan and the share of the private sector in orpmsed industries is ex- 
pected to be almost half of the total investment m the industrial field 
Such a large investment programme presents a challcnp to pnvate 
enterpnse which has to press into service all its ingenuity to tap m- 
vcstible funds from all possible sources It would, m particular, be 
necessary to make speaal eflorts for enlarging surpluses through cost 
reduction and increased efTicicncy and to utilise them for rc*invcstmenl 
in tbc interest of the economy The Government on its part will do 
all « reasonably can to assist pnvate enterpnse to fulfil the targets 
assigned to it in the Plan 

I know that there arc many diflficulbes m the way of setting up new 
influstnes The iftiortage d! foreign rwihaijge kas 'ocen dogging to 
at every step The aid which we receive from fnendly countnes no 
doubt makes a most valuable contnbution Pnvate investment from 
abroad m appropriate fields, particularly in mdustnes where we arc 
seeking to introduce new techniques, has also to be stimulated But, 
above all, we must intensify our eflorts to increase exports both of our 
traditional items and of our newer products 

T am aware that there have been considerable difficulties m raising 
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fresh capital in the market Not many new industnes have come 
up during the last tv.o years This slackness must go so that there is 
greater industnal output and more of employment \Vhai measures 
need to be adopted to get over this sluggishness is a matter which is 
receiving the senous attention of the Government The responsibility 
for achieving the targets set in the Plan, whether for public or for 
private enterpnse, is a national one and we have all got to pul our 
minds together to ensure that the weakness of one sector does not 
impair the strength of another 

We have to keep our soaal objective dearly m view and the indus- 
tnalists and businessmen and the Government have to work for one 
common objective In that context the growth of private industries 
IS welcome as it forms part of our economic development Your 
organisation can play a vital role m the growth and expansion of in- 
dustries and create a new sense of purpose and achievement m the 
business community 

Industnahsation is not an end m itself It is essential as it in- 
creases the supply of goods which people need and provides employ- 
ment and hveiibood to our growing population. Clearly then, in the 
dioice of measures to help industry, ^e Govemroeni cannot forget the 
interests of labour or of the consumer Indeed, the mam reason why 
the Government tnes to regulate and control industry u to ensure /air 
play to workers and consumers The Bonus Commission and the 
Monopolies Commission became necessary because of this basic 
concern of the Government. Nothing would make the Government 
happier than to see an increasing sense of social rcsponsibflitymindus- 
try since this will make it possible for the Government to ooncwi 
tratc more on measures to help uidusoy rather than lo control iL 
Indeed, m the context of the present pnee situation, I feel that industry 
Itself rould and should evolve certain measures to ensure that its 
products reach the ultimate consumer at fair prices 

Apart from the workers it directly employs and the customers it 
serves, industry also has a responsibility to the community as a whole. 
I am glad that you welcome oar efforts to eliminate tax evasion and 
avoidance, whether by big people or small Each man nho evades 
taxes adds lo the burden which falls on the honest tax paj'er The 
Government must consider the question of unaccounted money senous- 
l>, and take steps to miUEale its evfl We do want the cooperauon of 
all in this matter Let us hope that the problem m its present 
fonmdable form win cease to exist 
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pHE YEAR 1965 falls in the middle of what the Unfted Nations have 
-*• designated as the Devefopment Decade In doing so, the United 
Nations hate recognised that the cnicial task before humanity today 
IS to help the developing countnes on the road to progress, to enable 
them to attain a reasonable standard of living and to banish hunger 
and disease and illiteracy from the world Consultations towards 
this end at Government level have been going on at the UN and its 
specialised agencies, in the World Bank, in the oatt and in the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and, last but not the least, in the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development which met m 
Gene^^ last year 

It ts in the fitness of things (bat such consultations and exchanges 
should lake place not only between Governments but at all levels, 
particularly between representatives of mdustiy, trade and banking 
and all the people who arc engaged m dilTcrent forms of economic 
endeavour which add to the wealth of the nations The problems 
are many and great Cooperation betnten Governments and co- 
operation between private bodies and agencies have to go hand in hand 
I am confident that your deliberations will make a significant contri- 
bution to the dialogue between developed and developing countnes 
and prove helpful to both 

We in India, as many of you may know, have been engaged, since 
our Independence, in the task of development through successive 
Five Year Plans Two such Plans have b«n completed and we are 
about to enter the final year of our Third Plan A period of fifteen 
years is not a long one in the history of a nation, yet we can look back 
With some satisfaction at what has been achieved in the last decade 
and a half Despite the increase m population, we have managed to 
raise the per capita consumption of foodgrains and doth We have 
made a visible impact on illiteracy and disease There has been an 
increase in the per capita consumption of shoes, bicycles and sugar 
These commodities may seem quite elementary to you, but they 
are still not within the economic reach of large sections of our 
people 

Agriculture is the roam source of livelihood for over two thirds 
of our population In the firet decade of planning, it recorded a rate 
of growth of nearly 3J per cent a year which is by no means small 
But With about 30 per cent of the land still without imgauon, 
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agncullural production m India continues to be dependent on the 
vagaries of the monsoon Tlie first three years of the TTurd PJan were 
years of relatively low production which caused an upsurge m prices 
in 1964 Fortunately the crop prospects now are remarkably good 
The pnees of foodgrams and other agncullural products have begun 
to come doivn The shortages we etpenenced last year base brought 
home to all of us the cruaal importance of agncullurc In the Fourth 
Plan, a concerted effort uiH be made to sustain a high rate of gronlh 
in agnculture 

Agricultural progress, vital as it is, cannot by itself solve the prob- 
lem The cultivated agncullural land comes to less than one acre per 
head of population Only industry can reliexe the pressure on land 
and thus make possible a real improvement in the standard of living of 
the people Indeed, e\co agncultural development depends to a great 
extent on the supply of fcnllizers and insecticides, stwl and cement, 
x\hich are the products of industry There is no getung away from the 
fact that the induslnal base has got to be widened m India, The 
production of engineering and chemical lodustnes has been increasing 
in the past few years at rates close to 15 to 20 per cent per annum 
Electnaty generation has been rising at the rate of more than 10 per 
cent per asnimi Our steel production ts nowio the neighbourhood of 
6 million tons and schemes of further expansion are m hand In such 
progress as tve base achieved so far, (he help and cooperauon that 
we have received from other countries, large and small, from the East 
and the West, through pnvatc agencies and Government channels, 
has made a most sigmhcnnt contnbuiion But the fact remains that 
the jjer capita income of an Indian is still less than one rupee a day 
or less than six dollars a month 

If I have talked so far of Indian problems and of Indian experience, 
it IS because I know them best and also because 1 feel that the basic 
problems which nw have to face and wluch vfc arc facing are conunon 
to all developing countnes, whether they are in Asia or Afnca or Latin 
Amenca. 

Basically, the great«t shortage in all developing countnes is that 
of capitaL While these countnes must do everything possible to en- 
courage the formauon of domestic capital, it is quite clear that their 
own efforts wall not suffice to adueve a tolerable rate of progress 
In these circu ms ta n ces the inQow of capital from communities with 
high levels of voluntary savings can make a tretMndous difference 
to their rate of economic growth. It may vrelJ fill the huge gap bet- 
ween requirements and availability to which your President, Mr Steel, 
has referred 
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The difflailtics and tmi'edimenti^hich snnd m thcAv-iy need to be 
fln3))-$cd objectively and disi>a5»onaidy by a body hie the I C C 
There arc many purely psj-chotoBica! factors on both sides Investors 
arc opt to feel that there are loo many risls in investine in develop- 
ing countries On the other hand, m developing countries, partly for 
histonca! reasons, there are apprehensions that the influx of pnvate 
foreign capital may lead to an indirect form of foreign influence To 
svhai extent am the doubts on either side real and to what extent are 
they Imaginary 7 How can they be alla)ed ? These arc practical 
Issues which should be squarely faced In doing so, there should be a 
genuine attempt to apprcaate and understand the difficulties on both 
sides Developing countries cannot expect that private capital will 
come to them on terms less faraunbic than arc available to it else- 
where Equally, tnveston must realise that the policies which de- 
veloping countries pursue are bom out of the hard realities of their own 
conditions If they appear to tax industries heavily, it is because they 
have to provide so many sentcM and utilities to sustain them, and 
because profits in sheltered marlcts, where scarcity miher than 
competiiionis (he rule, tend to be high If this Congress, with its 
constructive approach, comes forward with recommendations which 
tale into account the realities of the situation, 1 have no doubt that 
a good deal of progress can be achieved m promoting liberal attitudes 
on either side 

Another major shortage which bampen development is that of 
foreign exchange Tins shortage is reflected In cfTorls to curtail 
domestic consumption in a country where the standards of consump- 
tion are already very low, so os to male more products available for 
export But there are other facton too All loo often when deve 
loping countnes arc In a position to increase their exports to the markets 
of industrialised nations, they come up apinsi bamers of a formidable 
nature This is indeed a sad phenomenon in a worid m which there 
IS a growing recognition of the fact that greater and freer trade leads 
to greater prosperity Most countnes in Europe today liave, through 
a Customs Union or a Tree Trade Area Agreement, abolished trade 
■barriers between fhemsdives ‘'fct Ibc same coomnes sewn to irorri 
protectionist when it comes to odmitUng imports from developing 
countries Tar from reccivnng prtfcrcntnl treatment which would help 
provide resources for dcvelopment,tlicycflen come up against restne- 
tionsofadiscnminatoiynaturc Although these impediments formally 
emanate from the Covemments concerned, the actual pressure 
behind them is that of industrialists and businessmen It seems to 
me, therefore, that the I C C which has always stood for freer trade 
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can usefully propose ways and means whereby developing countries 
can have belter access to the markets of industrialised countries 

Technology is yet another field m which greater cooperation bet- 
ween nations would accelerate the pace of development in many 
parts of the globe 

Despite the very valuable services provided by the I C C there 
still remains a great need for cooperation at the operational levels, 
between enterprises and mduslnal units, so that know how could be 
tnnsmitted directly from user to user How cooperauon in these 
matters can be further strengthened will, I trust, be engaging your 
attention m your deliberations here 


A REAUSne VIEW 


E conomic development is the keynote of our policies and pro- 
grammes Progress has to be made both in the agricultural and 
the industrial sector So far as foodgrains are concerned, we have 
passed through a crisis It was a diflicuU period, a period of scarcity 
and of soaring prices To be frank, the Covcnimcnl did not get any 
cooperation from the trading community, especially from those 
dealing with foodgrains We had to adopt a policy of tightening 
regulations and checks Our policy has borne fruit There were 
difl!icu!lies. but uiumatcly the dispatch of foodgrains on a State to- 
State basis did the job The needs of the different Slates and 
of the country as a whole were met although the people did have to 
face a difficnlt situation 

In the industrial field too there has been constant progress and 
development A large number of industries have been set up in both 
the pubhc and the pnvate sector The progress might have been 
slow m certam sectors or in some projects dunng this period but if we 
take things as a whole, I think our future seems to be quite bnght 
and hopeful I imght mention that in the last year of the third Five 
Year Plan period, we expect to have much greater production and, per 
haps, the greatest dunng the last few years It seems to me that for 
India there is no alternative to heavy taxation in the general interests 
of our society We have big responsibilities We bzve to find re- 
sources for the unpJemcatation of oar Plans and to achieve certain 
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largcls. In that context we Jia\c lo resort to heavy taxation and 
although individually v,t have lo sufler, we will have lo accept it m 
the fencraJ interest of our country 

Our objective, a* you know, u soaalism We cannot have a kind 
of free economy As ne function in a dcmocracy—and democracy 
IS the basis of our political slnicturc—we cannot have a regimented 
Ijpc of economy eithee We have Ihcrcforc to evolve our own pattern 
There has lo be a mixed economy , both the public and private sec- 
tors must function in India I would suggest that the private sector 
and the public sector sbouldnol workal cross-purposes with each other 
^Vberever public sector projects have come up, a large number of pn 
vatc industries have also been established In fact, new cities and new 
colonics have come up near the sues of public sector projects In the 
circumstances, I do not feel that there » any conllict or clash between 
the public and the private sector companies or factories What our 
country needs today u more production As 1 said, whether it is done 
in the private sector or in the public sector, it means the same thing 
It really means giv log more employment to our people as well as pro- 
ducing more goods In India so that we do not have to depend on 
foreign countries 

We have in our budget proposals provided for incentives for greater 
production In fact, the budget is production-oriented Relief m 
excise duty has been provided for In case there is greater production 
in certain commodities, relief in excise duties will be given There « 
also reduction in personal taxation and, as far as 1 can see taxation 
measures have been rationalised and put on a more stable basis 

Quality and cost are os important as increase in production In 
this respect our experience has not been very happy The budget 
proposals provide incentives whereby a developing country like 
ours can compete with more advanced countries in the world market 
I shall not go into details but I would like to suggest that this is one 
of the important things which must receive your very careful consi 
deration 

It IS high time we realised the importance of consulting our tech 
nicians and scientists IF the necessary know how and other facilities 
are not available here, »e certainly must go lo foreign technicians and 
foreign partners for preparing project reports and so on It is of 
course, much easier and much quicker lo hand over the entire work 
(0 foreign participants, collaborators or technicians, but if we really 
want lo build up India, we will have to depend more and more on our 
own technicians, engineers and scieniisu 

Our Fourth Plan has to be bold and ambitious Needless to say. 
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our needs and requirements in cveiy sector of our economy, in every 
field, whether social or other, arc tremendous We have put the size 
of the Plan at about Rs 21,500 crore Even then it is not possible to 
meet all the demands of the State Governments or of different Mims- 
tnes of the Gotcmmenl of India 

I do not mean to suggest that we should not take a realistic view 
of things It IS Acry important that N\e should carefully scruunise our 
resources I do not want us to be placed m a difficult position some- 
where m the middle of the fourth Fiw Year Plan period If we are 
careful in exaimmog our resources and plan accordingly, there is no 
reason why we cannot go ahead sucttssfuUy with our Plan projects 
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KEY TO THE FOOD PROBLEM 

W E HAVE }ct !o recover from the big shock we received recently in 
(he passing away of our great leader. Pandit Javs-aharlal Nehru 
\Vc would have liked to wail for some time, but the question you 
have to consider today has assumed ^tal importance and great urgency 
In the present situation I felt that our late Prune Minister would 
have summoned you here to consider the problems and come to some 
prompt and quick decision I thought I should follow in his foot 
steps and request you all to come here and benefit from your advice 
The present problem of tackling the food situation can be considered 
m two ways (hat is, we can consider the short term measures and (he 
longterm measures In the shortterm measures, we may have to 
take very quick and prompt aettort But uhiie thinking of the short 
term measures, we cannot completely ignore the long term measures 
In fact, the real key to the problem is increased food production 
in our country and unless vve achieve out objective m this regard we 
will always be faced with a dtdicuU situauon It is unfortunate that 
low food production should jeopardise our economy every now and 
then and present us with a crisis each tune It is therefore of great 
importance to consider senously long term measures even while we 
give thought to immediate remedies 

In so far os long term measures ore concerned, I find it impossible 
to believe that we cannot increase our food producUon or that we can 
not fight the shortage of food m our country The point is how we 
ore to do it This is (be question we have to consider 

The Community Development Department should be the most 
efiecuve department in increasing the present quantum of producuon 
My feeling is that the Commumty Development Department should, 
for the next one year at least, concentrate on the question of increasing 
agncuUuraJ production Every worker in the block should see to it 
that ev'cry field, every bit of agnculturai land in bis area is fully attended 
to Every field must be surveyed and its potentiality assessed After 
SIX months there should be a review of targets and results for each 
field If the results are unsatisfactory, the Community Development 
ofiicers and other officers should consider the reasons for it We have to 
work more in the field and less m our offices The late Prime Mims 
ter used to lay the utmost stress on the importance of the work of the 

Inaueural addmi tt U>e Ctucf Mnfstm Ooorereoce. Kev Oetbi /one 24 
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agncuUufal departments in the States In fact, he had once even 
suggested, if I am not wong, that the Food and Agriculture Depart* 
mern should be lalcn over by the Chief Mimsicrs ihemsclves 1 am 
not maUng that suggestion at the present moment, but only pointing 
out what great importance he attached to it This was because our whole 
economy is based on adequate food production and docs not depend 
too much on imports The Food and Agriculture Mimslcr and his 
Mimstry should receive the fullest support from all the State Gov- 
ernments Financial difficulties or hurdles should not come m the way 
In that connection I would suggest that officers of the agriculture 
departments in the Slates should be working more in the fields Of 
course, some officers are needed in the Sccrctanal, but at the district 
level, officials of the agriculture d^artments should be much more 
in contact with the people and with the cujuvators. 

Sometimes even when water is available, the icnant and (be cujti 
valor arc not in a posiuon to utilise it m the best manner possible 
We have waited long and it is time we went to the villages ourselves 
So far as 1 am concerned, I propose to go without the pomp and show 
of a Pnme Minister 

It IS better to go and stay m a far-off village for three or four days 
and try to establish real conuct with the people To do this, we 
must stay with the people and talk to them We have thought over 
these matters earlier and talked of them many times but most of 
us including myself are guDty of not having done much about iL As 
soon as we hold office we get involved lo many problems, we have to 
look to many things. Yet once or twice m a year, it should be possible 
for each and every one of us lo go and five m villages for at least 
three day’s If we meet a hundred or two hundred people we will 
really know what the actual position is If we take the lead, I have 
no doubt the officiab and the departments concerned wiU try to follow 
us But whether we give the lead or not, the officials cannot shirk 
their own responsibiliues 

We have made tiemendous progress m industries and the adueve- 
meot » somcthiagman^Ucus, if/ may use that word But agncuflurc 
still remains a sleeping partner Why has this happened ? Some- 
times 1 feel that so far as industries are concerned it is easier to tackle 
them It IS an organised sector But m the case of agnculture, 
where you have to deal with rmUioos, where you have to deal with 
vast areas and a dispersed populauon, we are not so good, although 
we should have been We denved aU our strength before mdepcndence 
from the peasant and from (be cultivator 

In our freedom struggle, it was the culUvaior, it was the peasant. 
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who lent ms his fullest support. But our new ofiicefs do not find it 
easy to give the peasant a new life and new enthusiasm again per- 
haps because of vanous problems We must realise that what counts 
most m the matter of food and agnculture is the human factor, the 
human element 

1 am told that not much has been done about the package pro- 
gramme yet It IS a big expenmeni, a big tnal, where you supply 
the cultivators with all the things they need But as far as I know 
the achievement so far has not been very significant If we concentrate 
on certain sectors in certain areas and if we do not produce the desired 
results. It would depress me and depress all of you This package 
programme needs your fullest attention It is a model of what is to 
be done throughout the country, and wiU be a pointer to what we 
lack and what ive should do m the case of other areas 

Increased production is of the highest importance, but perhaps 
it IS in no way less important that we should make the necessary arrange- 
ments to distnbute foodgrams satisfactorily If the distnbution is 
properly done, there is not so much fluctuation m pnces I do not 
say that the prices of foodgrams can be isolated from the general 
economic problems of the couotry>-our general economic situation, 
our fiscal policies and other measures they all have to be taken to- 
gether Even so, unsatisfactory distnbuuon can sometimes result 
in soanng prices and other dilBcuKies 

Prices have gone very high Wholesale pnces m India are now 
at Che highest level ever reached and we are entenog the drfiiculc lean 
season when prices normally nse further The general index at 144 S 
on May 30, 1964, is 8 6 per cent above the level a year ago Pnces 
of foodgrams and other agncultural commodities m parUcular have 
risen sharply in the past year While pnces of food articles have gone 
up by 13 per cent, cereal pnces have increased as much as 16 S per 
cent This nse m pnces imposes, it is needless to add, extreme hard- 
ship on large sections of the people and it is naturally the foremost 
problem in people’s minds today 

As I said earlier, our entire developmental effort for which we have 
vtsuW *1' AlvsKf yeiacF And JismScrd so jmxb xtjji jias^ Jberejue 
many facton causing this nse zn pnces and we have to review 
them But the major cause is the nse in pnces of foodgrams, specially 
cereals It makes me very sad to see that one reason for the 
shortage of food is that certain sccUons of the people do not fully 
realise their responsibilities m the matter Foodgrams are available, 
cereals are available and available within the country , and yet they 
are not coming mto the market. This is a most unfortunate situauon. 
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It IS essential that the Government should hate adequate stocks 
at Its disposal We must have buffer stocks and for that the Govern 
ment will have to procure foodgrains At the present moment, I 
am not talkmg of State trading as such. But what is important is 
for us to have an adequate reserve so that we can fight the trading 
commumty if they do not behave 

It has been suggested, and nghtly so, that there should be pnee 
support for the cultivator Wc should provide for it It has been 
suggested by all Food Ministers But alongside the producer there 
IS the consumer, and for him too there should be some kind of maximum 
price 

We have at present large stocks of faodgrains, but they will have 
to be replenished when the foodgrains are allocated to different Stales 
The trade should know that even today we can meet the situation by 
throwing foodgrains into the market Yet we want to be careful, 
stocks must be replenished immediately so that we do not run short 
later on Therefore, our effort has been to get in touch with some 
countries and I am glad that both the United States of Amenca and 
Pakistan haie responded favourably and promptly There should 
now be no feeling of scarcity m the country When there is a scare, 
complications arise I veiy much wuh that the whole country should 
know that we can meet the present situation without any difficulty 
There will be no shortage and I think the pnccs will also be stabilised 


THE^CEN-rREi HELP^ORJINTERFERENCE ’ 

I HAVE not much to say sine* the Food Minister has drali with almost 
all the important points raised here, elaborately and m a compre- 
hensive manner This conference has speaally met to think of steps 
and measures which will tide over the present food cnsis The sitoa 
Uon m the States is undoubfedJy sexy diScvlt, besides the shortage 
there js a strange kind of psychology prevalent in different parts of 
out country, a good many rumours have been spread that there is 
shortage both of wheat and noe and the traders are free to 
exploit the present situation I would hke you to remove that doubt 
and suspicion from the minds of our people I can say with some assur 
ance that for the next two months there will be absolutely no difficulty 
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m Ihe supplies of adequate foodgratns, both wheat and ncc, to 
different Sntes 

I am quite dear that maximum pnees wiU ha\e to be fixed As 
(he food Minister said, it is a matter which might take some lime 
\Vc should prepare oursehca for it and wc must have the necessary 
machinery as far as possible we should try to hate on honest machinery 
It would be most unforlunatc if the staff concerned did not play the 
game Since we started providing grams from the Centre, wc have 
thought m terms of imports but now the States also feel that they can 
thus get foodgrams from the Centre 

The Centre will intervene or interfere whcncNcr there is a serious 
or extraordinary situation But this interference should not become 
a practice 

1 think the Slatcs—those which have a defiai as well as those with 
a surplus-~shoutd meet I think it should be perfectly possible for, 
say, two or three Chief MimitMT to meet and settle amongst themselves 
the quotas which should be sent to the deficit States. 

We must not forget the cooperalue societies in these transactions, 
the movement of foodgrams from one place to the other, and thetr 
marketing. There is a great future for cooperative soaeties And 
if >ou really want the weaker sections of the community to be benefited 
in different ways, either through multipurpose cooperative societies 
or consumer cooperative societies or cr^it cooperative societies, 
they are just the thing which would really help us 

It 15 regrettable that those who are m charge of cooperatives — 
oHicials and non-offiaals—havc not fully realised how they have to 
function today Despite this, for there arc failings everywhere, co- 
operative soaeties niust_be keptim mind 


APPEAL TO TIIE FOODCRAIN TRADE 

M ore than a month has passed since we last met in New Delhi 
to discuss the food situation The position has continued to 
cause the deepest concern to all of us and that is why I am wnting to 
you personally on the subject 

I do not ivant to go into the statistical or economic explanations 
of the causes underlying the present ensis We have to face the situa- 
tion as It IS today The shortage of foodgrams has caused senous 


From leller to CJiJ<f MuM5t«n. Aojwsl 9 1964 
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problems and whatever may be the reason, the Government have 
to increase the supphes to the people As an immediate measure, 
the Government have no alternative but to import cereals from abroad 
and as quickly as possible Despite the fact that we are short of 
foreign exchange, we are doing everything possible to import all that 
we can m the shortest possible time 

It IS regrettable that the wheat crop last year was poor and we are 
in short supply of wheat also But under the PL 480 Programme 
of the Unit^ States, supplies have been and can be stepped up substan- 
tially 

Some time back there was a bunching of ships in the ports of 
Calcutta and Bombay There was some trouble about the unloading 
of ships carrying foodstuffs Quick steps were taken to remove the 
difficulties of the workers and the situation appears to have unproved 
considerably. Now there are not many waiting ships canying food- 
stuffs Nevertheless, I would hke to appeal to e\eryone working 
in the ports, in whatever capacity, to remember that foodgrains are 
vital for the community and the workers should not in any way be- 
come responsible for aggravating the present complicated situa- 
tion 

It has been decided to divert ships to different ports in the commg 
months, so that there is the minimum of delay and the delivery of 
grams to different Slates becomes easier and quicker The railways 
have also been advised to give top pnonty to the movement of food- 
grams and already the quota of wagons has been stepped up, even 
doubled m many instances As the tempo of movement from the 
ports quickens, the ships will also amve more promptly 

I feel that the impact of larger imports will begin to be felt by the 
end of this month In betw een, and even thereafter, it is essenUal that 
our own domesUc production should reach consumers all over the 
country with the minimum of intcfercnce and hold ups The re- 
strictions which exist on movements from State to State and zone 
to zone have to be operated as instruments of an integrated all India 
poifcy sad aji&scd ondae pscCtalf(y to the needs of snrphs States 
Not all the stocks of foodgrains are in the hands of the Government, 
Central or State Large quantiues are m the hands of the trade 
This IS natural- What is wrrong is that traders with stocks should 
conceal them rather than bnng them out into the market. The 
State Governments have been t^ng action to bring out the concealed 
stocks Personally, I would be happier if these stocks were freely 
marketed by the trade itself, but the traders have not left us much 
room for hope Possibly they fear that once they bring out the stocks. 
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they wtII expose themselves and have to stifTcr penalties They 
are surely liable to penalties, but tn the special situation existing today, 
uhen foodgrains must find their way into the market, I would go to 
the extent of suggesting to you not to take any penal action where 
any trader or stockist brings into the open within the next two weeks 
any stocks of foodgrains not previously declared The stocks may 
further be allowed to be sold jo the open market at a reasonable price 
Hottcser, after the lapse of the period of grace, firm measures will 
hav-e to be taken as has already been done in some places I do not 
u-ant to say more about this point More than enough has already 
been said, and it is now time to let firm action speak for itself I 
can only express the hope that even now the private trade will respond 
to my appeal, will take into account the bitterness that is being created 
against ibem, and will so conduct themselves that such firm measures 
do not become necessary 

Gties, of course, are our mam problem, but m some of the States 
shortage and scaraly have afTected the rural areas also and there has 
been a lot of suffering on that account I think that the bigger cities 
like Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and Delhi will have to be dealt with 
m a specul way If it becomes esseotial, we should be prepared to intro 
duce rationing in these aues We must have the necessary machinery, 
at least in the larger ciues, so that whenever the need anses, it could 
be brought into play at short noUce The Umon Finance Minister 
has already offer^ to meet part of the cost of the enforcement staff, 
and I do hope that you will go ahead with Che seCCxog up of tUs 
machinery 

In the rural areas, the supplies should be made through fair price 
shops and the trade in the rural areas should also play its part I 
do hope the Panchayals wfll take upon themselves a special rcsponsi 
bility m the present situation Each and every village Panchayat 
should keep an eye on every man in the village to see that there « no 
starvation Panchayats will also be m a position to know who has 
foodgram stocks They should use persuasive methods to bnng the 
JdwksjaU A*xiot 5urs«d- tbijvjdimild hung it to the 

notice of the authonties cooceroed They will thus be doing a great 
service to the people of their areas Presidents of Panchayats and 
other office-bearers of Panchayats should make it their duty to move 
about m the villages la the course of the next two months and take 
necessary measures to try and solve their own problems as much as 
they can The district authorities should try to do tbeu: best and 
cooperate with them in this matter 

Similarly, there arc many ways m which the people m the aUes 
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can help themselves The larger hotels and restaurants that serve 
a wide variety of dishes can easily cut dovsTi their consumption of 
ncc and wheat Non vegetarians can easily curtail their consump- 
tion of cereals It might be helpful to cut out nee from our diet, 
espeaallj in areas liVe Punjab, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh This can be done for a month Those who cannot 
do without rice can at least cut it out one day m a week 

While I have laid much emphasis on the immediate issues and 
short term action, the Government of India have prepared their long 
term measures also Our Food and Agriculture Minister, Shn Subra 
maiuara, has, m his Press statement, ^ven an indication of what we 
propose to do The imports, of course, will have to continue and 
perhaps m a larger measure so that we can build up the necessary 
reserves These reserves should consist both of indigenous as well 
as imported cereals Vanous steps will have to be taken to procure 
foodgrains indigenously from the producers without causing the least 
harassment to them We must start thinking of these measures from 
now on because within another two or three months the K/jori/ harvest 
will be coming in That will be the real testing time for us and w e can 
not afford to be caught unprepared 

The idea of the Foodgrains Coiporation has already been mooted 
by the Food and Agriculture Minister and he is going ahead with 
the scheme The Corporation will be able to procure directly from 
the culuvator, the wholesalers and from nco and flour mills It is 
expected that the Slate Food Trading Body will start funclionmg from 
next January 

The most important thing for purchasing cereals from the market 
IS the fixation of a reasonable price for the producer If the producer 
^is retnunerauve prices he would himself wilhngly part with his 
produce It has b^ decided that the producers’ prices will be fixed 
and announced much before the sowing season so that the producer 
will knowr beforehand what pnee he will getand soputm his best The 
setting up of an Agncultural Prices Comnussionis also being considered 
and a committee has been set up to go into the details and draw up 
the final scheme This work will be completed very soon and the 
Commission will come into existence shortly thereafter 

The main soluuon of the food problem is neither import nor mak 
mg up the shortage by other means The only real solution can be 
increased production The culiivsator will have to be given all the 
facilities to increase his production If the cultivator, the Govern- 
ment autboriUes and pubbe organisations could work m full coopera- 
tion, It should not be impossible to have a sizeable increase m our 
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the duty of their assoaaiions or other \oTunUiry organisations to give 
a lead m this regard I am sure that if they do it they tvill create tre- 
mendous goodwill for themselves and also truly serve the people 
7 \iould &\sQ ItXe to sug^t that there should be as many consumer 
coopcraU\*e societies as possible There may be shortcomings in 
their working, but the public worteis should try their level best to 
run them satisfactorily Consumer cooperatts’c soaclies do give 
much relief to their members especially m these hard times They 
sell articles at a fixed pnee and the quality is also generally belter 
hfay I mention here that recently special checks wre earned out 
quietly ra Delhi in order to study the retail prices of some of the com 
modiUcs ? It was found that there was a premium of one paisa over the 
pnntcd price of matches But in a certain area one shop quoted a 
still higher pnee In one case in regard to the purchase of sugar, 
the receipt was not girtn and the rale charged was also higher There 
was also a heavy premium on Dunlop bic>*clc tyres. The general 
tendency was not to show the pnee list. But on the whole, except 
for some vanauon here and there, the pnees of medicmes were the 
same all over the city Philips electric bulbs and Dalda Vanaspati 
are being sold at stamped pnees, the rates being fixed by the manu 
facturers It is obvious that olTicers should frequently go round and 
find out for themselves whether products are temg sold at pnees 
fixed by the Government Prompt and effective action m haodhog 
a few cases will have a tome effect Even this may not be necessary 
if the people concemed know that the autbonlies are going around 
and k^iog a close watch on the situation It is, therefore, cKential 
that the officials realise their fuU icsponsibiliUes 

I am told that some kind of demoralisation has set m among tbs 
officials I am sorry to hear of it I would advise them to act without 
fear or favour They must act boldly, and the Government will lend 
them full support As things are going to be very difficult m the 
next few months, I want the officers not lo suffer ijxun ssy dnabte 
They are the agents of the Government to execute its pohaes 
and programmes If they hesitate in the execution and enforcement 
of the sdicmes drawn up by the Government, however good these 
may be, they will not sncce^ 

May I also appeal to you all to keep foremost m mmd the need to 
cooperate amongst oursehxs if we are to ude ow this cnsis Harass- 
ed as you am by 3 our own difficulties, it is only natural that yon should 
be inclined to impose vanous restnctions and enforce measures that 
might help to ease the situation ta your own State even though they 
may cause greater difficulties in the neighbounag States Uiile« the 
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States cooperate with one another and keep the all India picture in 
mind, we shall only be adding to our difBculties There is a natural 
tendency for surplus States to hold on to their stocks so that the posi 
tion does not deteriorate m their own areas But if every State that 
is-surplus in any commodity — and it need not be foodgrams — deades 
to reserve the major portion of that commodity for itself, then things 
will become altogether impossible I would, therefore, appeal to 
you all to please desist from any measures that will add to the diffi- 
culties of other States, whatever the temptation I can assure you 
that the Government of India will spare no effort to see that you are 
not made to suffer on account of any cooperation or help that you might 
extend to those who are m greater need 

I would also appeal to the leaders and members of the political 
parties They have every nght to cnticise the Govermnent and m 
the prttent situation they should have and really do have full oppor- 
tunity to expose the deficienaes of the Government They can also 
publicly express their anger and lodge protests The Government would 
really benefit if they were to take into account this expression of 
feelings However, I do not know if it would be advisable to resort 
to direct action Some of the patties are already doing it and some 
others have decided to launch it sooner or later This is not good, 
either for the Govemment or for the pohtical parties, and certainly 
not for the people I do not deny that some of the criticism against 
us IS justified, but m (he next two months we have to do oar best 
With the cooperation of all to tide over the immediate crisis I have 
no doubt that m this and the next month things will definitely im- 
prove when cereals arrive from abroad Our new stocks of indigenous 
nee will also start arriving m the market m the month of October 
May I say, in all humihty, that the present situauon calls for a 
national all party approach TTiere really is no alicmaUvc in a diffi 
cult situation like this where the question of avadabihty of food is 
mvolved The matter is so vital that it demands common constructive 
thinking from all parties, from the Government and the Opposition, 
from the administration and the people, from the Centre and the 
Stales If such a spint emerges out of the present cnsis, I am sure 
It would be good for us and good for the country as a whole 
Much of what I have said codcctos not merely the Sta(e Govern- 
ments, but also others — labour leaden, pohtical leaden, members 
of the trade, and so on I am, therefore, taimg the liberty of giviDg a 
copy of this letter to the Press as weD 
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for the northern part of our country, k faced with senous difficulties, 
especially in the Rohtak Jhajjar area A large area of Delhi 15 also 
in o scry poor plight So are areas in Gujarat, and rural Maharashtra 
All these flood aflcctcd areas have to be helped out a good deal 
I think that if the problem of water logging is solved in Punjab, 
we may get obouttwoiaUi Ions or at least one laJJi tons of wheat from 
that area It is a very fertile area, but large tracts are unculturable 
or have become unculturable because of water logging 

Formerly, when an area was affected by floods, the Kisan was 
not able to sow the khori/ crop, or the kbarif crop was damaged, but 
the Kisan could always depend upon the tahl crop But m the flood 
affected areas, the situation has come to such a pass that there is danger 
of the Kisan not being able to sow even the rabl crops In the water 
logged areas, things arc still worse For jears together, they have not 
been able to produce anything 

I am referring to this matter because I feel that very special atten 
Uon IS called for by the tarious departments concerned It is 
the View of an expert engineer that many areas have been affected, 
because of canals which ha^e been constructed during the lost few 
yean, because of some bridges and culverts of the railways, and also 
because of some newly>buiU roads Because there is no coordination 
between the different departraenls involved, the water logging persists 
I am sorry to be cniical of the Government or of the admmisira* 
tion, but I can say from my own expcncnce that no department is 
prepared to shouMer the mponsibiUty If you meni/on it to the 
railways, they will say . ‘ We have nothing to do with it, the bridges 
or the culverts were built a long lime back” If you go to the Trans- 
port Ministry, they will say "Well, the roads arc all right, and, there 
fore, there should no be problem ” If you refer to the Irrigation 
Department, well, they arc a law unto themselves 

In saying this, I am aware of the reflection on myself and I accept 
that I should be held responsible But I do want to emphasise that 
the administration must realise its responsibility in this matter, and 
get nd of this system of each department working in a sort of water 
light compartment We arc a vast Government, and naturally every 
Ministry is becoming bigger and big^r It is, therefore, even more 
essential that there should be proper coordination 

I would only like to add one more pomt It is essential that loading, 
unloading and despatch of foodgrams to different areas should be 
expedited and arranged emciently Of course, it is the ports that are 
mainly concerned with loading and unloading Next come the rail- 
way Things have unproved considerably during this period There 
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has been quick loading and unloading. As regards labour, there 
\v'as some difficulty, but they have responded wU and the railways 
have also earned on their lAork efficiently and effectively during t^ 
period 

This of coune applies to a short penod I do not want to take 
a comptocent view I think our responsibdity is very great and I 
see difficult daj's ahead, at least for the next two months — September 
and October — ^until the new harvest comes But I do not want m any 
way to create a feeling of demoralisation m the country or amongst 
ouisebes I have no doubt that we will be able to overcome the 
present cnsxs without any senous trouble 

As for imports, there has been some delay because of trouble m 
the Amencan ports However, several countnes have helped us m 
dirertiog ships to India and it would, therefore, be possible for us 
to get adequate food dunng the third s^'eek of this month. 

As I said, 1 do not envisage any special difficulty m feetfing our 
people Things may not be to our entire satisfaction, yet jve will 
not have to resign ourselves to anythmg disastrous 

Whiche%er way we look at it, an increase in the production of 
foodgrains is essenual Towards this end, 1 would merely mention 
two new steps which we propose to take There is the production part 
of jt and there is the distnbuUoo part. 

Insofar as production is concerned, the Food Minister has an 
nounced that we want to fix the pnees of foodgrains for producers 
1 say that this is a revoluUonaiy stq> It has not been done so far, 
although we have been thinking about it for some time Yet I can 
not Ignore what Dr Lohia said the other day, that if we give higher 
pnees to the producer, it would mean that tbs foodgrains would also 
be pneed higher This is an aspect of the problem which needs to 
be carefully considered. And it also to be reahsed that fora country 
like the Umted States of America it is easy to fix high pnees or higher 
pnees Their economy is an economy of prospenty Our economy 
is an economy of, I won't say poverty, but anyhow 

1 would like to appeal to all Hon Members to kmdly lend their 
help to IB in this matter It is very easy to form unions and orgamsa- 
uons and demand higher wages, and I thmv it might be done But 
to begin with, if we start wnih that kind of agitation, my feeling is 
that the scheme itself will be killed. 

It 13 desirable that an objective body of experts should consider 
the question of fixation of pnees and maV e an ^ hoc announcement. 
Wc do not want to delay the matter much. The prices for rabl crops 
have to be announced soon, because sowing wiD begm some time m 
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entirely agrees, that the community development blocks, dunng the 
next few years, should concentrate on increasing food production and 
nothing else They can, of course, do other things, but the main part 
of their work should be to help the Kisan to increase his production 
I would even go to the length of suggesting that it should be the res 
ponsibility of the community development oflicers to attend to each 
and every field A proper survey should be made of the production 
of each field, of the progress made m six months, and if there is no 
progress, of the obstacles and difficulties the particular Kisan had to 
contend with Those difiicuUies and obstacles should then be removed 
There should be a regular chart I do not suggest that we should merely 
work on paper My desire is, m fact — I may perhaps be \vTong but 
I sometimes feel — that all the jeeps should be withdrawn from the 
commumty development blocks. Lei the officers and workers visit 
only a few villages if they cannot visit them all But let them do some 
concentrated work and actually mingle and mix with the Kisans Then 
alone will the commumty development workers be able to enthuse 
them I would go to the length of telling the House that it will be our 
job, the job of (he Ministers, to go and stay m villages I am suggest' 
ing this in all senousness Whenever we go anywhere, it would be 
much better for us to stay in a village rather than in a dak bungalow 
When 1 advise officers to go and mix and live with the people, w e must 
do the same and set a real and good example I do not want to make 
the task of the Ministers or others impossible But some kind of a 
plan or scheme has to be drawn up m accordance svitb which we hate 
to function 

As 1 said, the real problem is to increase production I would 
not say that this problem is going to be solved or self sufficiency is 
going to be achieved m the course of the next one or two years We 
must think in terms of at least six to eight years during which we 
must do our utmost to increase our agricultural produ^on and to build 
up a reserve as well This progress should ^ steady progress and 
should as far as possible be a progress from year to year One cannot 
completely ensure that there will be no troubles for the cultivators 
and the rural areas There may be floods or drou^t, fUere may 
be frost and what not 'These things will also have to be kept in 
mind 

Even a great country hkc Russia which has done wonders is sull 
faced with shortage of foodgiams Even they sometime find it 
convenient or necessary to import foodgnuos, you can well imagine 
what must be the position ofa country like ours, faced as we are with 
so many other problems besides 




THE ACRICUtTURAL CAMPAIGN 


65 


Dislnbution is also a wry important matter The Food and Agn- 
cultiire Mmister spoke about the setung up of an AU India Food- 
grams Corporation We do not want to create a monopoly whereby 
only the Government deals \v«h foodgrains It is an cxpcnmenl 
and I think vve should start with it carefully and try to succeed in it 
In a way, « is State trading and if we succeed in it we can take a further 
step It is not a question of ideology, there can be no ideology where 
food IS concerned Food is an essential thing and it is the r^ponsi- 
bihty of the Government to give it to the people at reasonable prices. 
The Government should sec to u that there is no scaraiy or shortage 
In a country like Japan which believes only or mostly in private trade, 
the State procures all the nee and other foodgrains produced in Che 
country Not only that The Government also takes charge of the 
distribution I am told that there are 36,000 or 40,000 retail shops 
in Japan to distnbute the foodgrains 

I would hkc to say one more thing I am sorry I have to be a bit 
cnlicaJ but there is a feeling in the States that they are dependent 
on the Centre for the supply of wheat or ncc Even States which are 
more or less self suiUacnt if not surplus depend on the Centre They do 
not put in their best ciTort to produce more because they know that the 
Centre will somehow find foodgrains Tlus is not a very happy trend 
For one thing, it has an adverse effect on the administration This 
trend must be changed and a new psychology created in the States 
I W'anted to refer also to the high pnees of other articles or commo- 
dities which are of common use. like doth, sugar, salt, oil, vegetables, 
match boxes and even bicycle lyres and tubes, etc It is essential 
that at least for some of these items pnees should be fixed For 
cloth, a scheme has already been drawn up, and the Mimstry of Com 
merce and Industry has deeded that the pnees of the popular vaneties 
of cloth Will be controlled by law 


THE AGWCULTURAL CAMPAIGN 

M y brother Kisans I am appeahng tomght to the cultivators of 
India, to the three hundred million of my countrymen who live m 
our six lakh villages and till over 350 million acres of agncultural land. 
I am appealing to them at this oitical juncture to do everything 
possible to increase the output from their fields There is no greater 

Broadcast to the nauon, October 19, 19S4 
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service that they can perform to their society, their people and their 
country 

You well know that the wealth of every nation depends on the 
production m its fields and in its factones Even the production in the 
factories depends to a great extent on production in the fields For 
instance, mdustnes hke cloth, sugar, etc , depend completely on the 
supply of agncultural raw materials To increase the wealth of a 
nation and to make it prosperous and strong — particularly a predomi- 
nantly agncultural country like ours— is mainly the responsibihty of 
our Kisans and I am sure their shoulders are broad enough to take 
this burden With the coming of October, the sowing season starts m 
full swing. So much depends on what we do within the next few days 
If we strive and if we labour, Mother Earth will not be found wanting 
in her bounty 

Dunng the last few years there has been some increase in agncultural 
production Dunng the first Five Year Plan, production went up 
by 17 per cent, and dunng the Second by 20 per cent We had 
set a target of increasing production by 30 per cent in the 
Third Plan All the credit for this increase in production 
goes to our cultivators who have laboured bard to bnng it 
about It IS, however, unfortunate that this increase in production 
has not been to the extent that we had hoped, and the effect becomes 
still less when one considers the rapid mcnase m population One 
of our difficulties has been natural caJamny— excessive rams m some 
areas, lack of rams in others, frost and so on The result has b*ea 
that our production has been far below the Third Plan targets But 
there is no reason to lose heart None knows better than you that 
agriculture is a matter where one has always to be prepared for a 
little increase or decrease But in the long run, fortune smiles on 
those who strive and endeavour 

I believe firmly that the cultivators of this country have the strength 
and the capacity to make up the deficienaes even m one single season — 
the coming rabi season— and to give a new direction to the country's 
economic progress 

My brother cultivators, when it comes to fields and agnculture, 
you know so much more than I do In this appeal, therefore, I 
confine myself only to a few broad matters 

(0 The proper preparation of fields plays an important 
part in the success of agriculture Wc must use cow-dimg 
and other compost and make the Gelds as productive as 
possible There is no need to get too many things from 
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outside Sucass will depend to a great extent on the efforts 
which you and your family members put in 
(if) The use of unproved seeds, manures and fertili^rs, to the 
maximum extent possible, also does much to increase output 
rapidly It has been seen that many cultivators use far too 
much seed Research has shown (hat by using less seed and 
issuing It in a proper njanner, the production actually 
increases, especially as every plant is able to get sufficient 
space for adequate nounshraent 

(ill) In many parts of our country, the success of agriculture 
depends on irrigation It is indeed a pity that not all areas 
have the imgauon faaliues they require, but wherever such 
facilities are available, we must put them to the maximum 
possible use For instance, where canal water is available, 
we must have the field-channels ready and also raise proper 
boundaries in our fields so that the maximum use can be 
made of the water avaibbJe All this may seem rather trivial 
but Jt is a mailer of the utmost importance I would urge 
you to give the greatest aiientioo to the construction of 
masonry wells, tanks and field channels J am sure that 
this in Itself will rapidly make an impact on production 

(jv) There are many fields which can yield two crops hut 
are unable to do so This is because the land is not ploughed 
and prepared in time for sowing Our endeavour should 
be to sec that there are no single-crop fields By the proper 
rotation of crops we can ensure that no agncullural land is 
left Without a crop m any agncullural season 

(v) At a time when food shortage threatens us, we must go in 
for those crops that npen early and give greater output 
Whereas an acre can yield only about 25 to 30 maunds of 
wheat. It can grow three to four hundred maunds of potatoes 
and 250 to 300 maunds of cauliflower, cabbage and 
tomatoes We do need to give more emphasis to increased 
production of vegetables 

(pi) We have also not been able to use pesticides and improved 
agncullural implements to the extent necessary This is 
one of the reasons why production lags behind As soon 
as any crop is attacked pest, we must use the proper 
insecticides, and for this you can the necessary know 
how from your Gram Sevak and other Development 
officers 
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I believe you all know that we havr decided to fix mimmum pnc« 
for vanous agncuUural commodities This is being done to guarantee 
that the cultivator gets sufficient remuneration for the labour and 
investment he puts m We shall ensure that you are properly remunera- 
ted, just as v.e propose to impose rcstnctions on those middlemen who 
lend to lake away file greater part of the profits In order to increase 
production iil the coming ro6i season, you will have to invest in iin- 
pro\ed seeds, manures and fertilizers The prices of rabt crops udl 
be so fixed that this investment ivfll bnog a sufficient return In fact. 
It vmII al^ajs be our endeavour to ensure that our cultivators are 
properly rewarded for produang the commodities which are so essen- 
tial for the Ufc of the comraumty 

In this vast country, we have set up once again the system of village 
I^nchajais These Panchayats can only come to their full flowering 
m conditions of economic prosperity, and hence it is their firstduty 
to do everything possible to increase agncultural production and 
thereby bring about that prosperity It is this very increase of produc- 
tion that IS also the pnnap^ diahenge before the Community 
Development Movement on whiicb we have laid so much stress. 
If we have to import food indefinitely to feed our people and import 
raw matenals to run our industries, bow can we ever hope to improve 
the economy of our country or raise the standard of bving of our 
people 1 

For the success of the rabi campaign it is of the utmost importance 
that there should be full coordination between the difierent departments 
concerned It is equally essential that items like improved seeds, 
manures and fertilizers, unproved implements, pesticides, imgation 
faalities and agncultural loans should be available in proper measure 
at the appropriate tune 

For the proper utihsauoQ of these faciliUcs, the Development Block, 
the Panchayat, the Cooperative Society, theKnshak Samaj, the Gram 
Saha>ak and all other workers who come in contact with the Kisan 
have got to put their best foot forward and work with the utmost 
enthusiasm and devotion. For the Government servants particularl>, 
cspeaally those semng in the districts and in the villages, this is 
indeed a wonderful opportunity for semee to the country "niey 
share in ihe great task of providing food to their countrymen 

When Gaodhiji was our leader, the workers of the Congress used 
to go from village to village throughout the country and bring home 
to every individual the meaning and content of freedom. In this 
manner, they created enthusiasm wherever they went and built up 
a vastnational mov ement. At this tune of emergency, when a senous 
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food cn«ss lhrca(cns us, the need of the hour Is that c\cry one of us. to 
tthalcvtr group or party he may belong, should enlist himself in this 
flgncuIturaJ campaign and go once again from village to village 
enthusing the cuhis-ators and helping them to resoK-c their difTiculues 
To bring home the message of this campa tgn to esery comer of India, to 
spread's rcia glov. of aw-alenmg and enthusiasm in the hearts of our 
silbgcn it today truly the greatest lersTCc to the nation 

The monsoons arc coming to an end and the month of October 
gis-es promise of the cool and pleasant season that ts to come This is 
a month of the greatest significance and the greatest cflbrt for our 
cultivators It is in this month that )ou tale up your plough and 
dn\c your bullocks long before the break of day and go into the fields 
and labourhard so that the soil becomes soft and ferule and productive 
By the svicat of your brow you ha%e to end this shortage of food and 
defeat want and poverty Let the coming agricultural season, the new 
crop that u to be sottn, mark a new turning point m our country’s 
future 

In what words shall I appeal to c»ery tingle peasant of this country 
to spare no effort of body, mmd. wealth or labour, m the forthcoming 
rahl soutngs in order to make our country prosperous and strong 7 
I would alsoeamcsUy request those who art the elected members of 
cooperative societiesandofvillage fanehayatsand.in fad, all worken 
and volunteers to stand shoulder to shoulder with their Kisan brothers 
in this time of difficulty and buildup a new and irresistible force on 
the Bgneultural front, there is courage and determination, can 

success mcr be In doubt 7 



TIIE language QUESnON 



SANSKRIT 


'^AKANASt HAS a spcdal place as a centre of culture and as a holy 
V place of learning The wterans of Sanskrit hi\e glonfied it by 
accepting Jt as the field of their tvorJc and labour Sanskrit a an 
invaluable heritage of this country It is the onginal source of much 
that IS m our culture and avilisation 

In fact the history of Sanskrit language and literaturcisthchistory 
of the intellectual progress of this nation The spirit of India mam 
fested Itself in this language and it became the mother, sister and 
nunc of seierallndian languages TTie glory of Sanskrit spread m 
foreign lands also Several foreign scholars came to India to study 
Sanskrit books Interest In Sanskrit learning increased among 
scholars tn foreign countnes Today there arc spcanl institutions 
for study and research in Sanskrit in countries hke Germany, USA, 
USSR, rnnee and Italy 

Sanskrit gave strong foundations to the social, cultural and spiritual 
life of this nation rromumc to time there v»erc changes and revolu- 
tions m the field of thought, but Sanskrit never ceased to be a link 
language Even today, it has a special place in the cultural life of this 
nation, os most Indian languages still draw sustenance aodstrength 
from Sanskrit literature 

It IS time that Sanskrit once again played an important part in the 
life of the nation as It has done before Ourdutydoes not end with 
praising the golden past The past can be an inspiration only, and it is 
the present we have to live m 

It IS remarkable that thousands of scholars worked for the develop- 
ment of Sanskrit without canng for any material gam We are 
fortunate that many such scholars are still with us We should not 
become lethargic in our service to Sansknt It would appear that 
in some fields foreigners have done more service to Sansknt than 
Indians A language can be ennehed only by the labours of its followcfs 
at home and abroad Government protection and social stimulation 
arc important but the history of Sansknt proves that the best Sansknt 
literature was independent of alt this Scholars worked for Sansknt 
in a selfless spirit, only for the glory of the language Hundreds of them 
were not even eager for fame Many scholars did not even mention 
ihcir names m their books and (housandsof them cared little for money 

From Convocat on Arfitre« >( the Sanskrit irotveralj’ V«f*aw December 2& 
1964 
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It IS necessary today that leseardi on the difierentaspecfs of Sansknt 
should be done in a modem way Saoslcnt works should be translated in 
different foreign languages and the store of Sansknt knowledge 
should be increased. More and more books should be wntteo la 
Sanskrit on modem sacnce and learning. The deep knowledge of 
Sansknt whidi is being destroyed should be preser^-ed Simple, 
illustrated books, free from the burden of grammar, should be pro- 
duced m Sansknt Only Sansknt scholars can undertake this task. 

By this I do not mean that the Government has no role in this 
The Central Government and the State Governments know tbeir 
responsibHiiy The Central Government has established the Sansknt 
Commission and the Central Sansknt Board and has done much for 
the development of Sansknt by implementing Ihcir proposals, by 
establishing the Central Sansknt Vidyapeeih at Tirupati and by 
honounng Sansknt scholars The Government is giving assistance 
for developing the All India Sansknt Vldyapceth at Delhi into an 
mternational Sansknt institute and for expanding the Dr Rajendra 
Prasad Central Sansknt labrary Our State Governments too have 
paid attention to this after Independence. We are trying to give 
even more aiteotioo to the development of Sansknt 


HIProi AND THE INDIAN PEOPLE 

I ASI SPEAKING to you tonight with a deep sense of distress and sho^ 
over what has happened in Madras State on account of apprehen 
sions which seem to have been aroused on the language quesuon. I 
cannot adequately express my sorrow at the loss of life and my thou^ts 
and sympathies arc with those who have suffered so gnevously 
The strong emotions which have found expression m tragic events 
are apparently based on a feelmg that assurances given earlier 
an the quesuon of language have not been fuBy observed there 
also seems to be a misunderstanding of the constitutional and legal 
posiuon and of the policy decisions taken by the Govemmeat of India. 
I honestly and sincerely believe that these apprehensions are based on 
an unfortunate misunderstanding of the factual posiUon I propose, 
therefore, to place before you as dearly as possible the facts as they 
are and then ask you to bestow upon them your dispassionate con 
sideration. 
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Folirthly in the transaction ofbusiness at the Central level English 
will continue to be used 

It should be quite clear from what I have just said that there is no 
question whatsoever of Hindi bemg imposed on the non Hindi 
speaking States It is also dear that English will continue to be used 
in non Hindi States for as long as the people consider such use to be 
necessary 

I would now like to t alk about recniitment to the services. It is 
on this question that serious apprehensions have apparently been 
caused in the mmds of the student community So Enghsh has 
been the only medium for the examinees sitting for the Union Public 
Service Commission exarmoatioos Even now Enghsh will continue 
as a medium and its use will not be discontinued unless the people 
from non Hindi speaking areas themselves ask for it 

It is quite true that in accordance with the provisions of our Const! 
tution adopted in 1950 Hindi has become the official language of the 
Uruon with effect from January 26 1965 Ordmanly, Enghsh would 
ha>e ceased to have any official status ivitb effect from this date, but 
two years before the cruciat date (he Central Government enacted 
legislation to provide for the continuance of English Thus it is by 
law that English continues to be an assoaate language and thus also 
a medium for examinations It was decided in 1960 that Hindi might 
be permitted as an alternative medium after some tune This question 
was placed before the Chief Ministers of all the States and 
it was deaded in consultation with them that effective arrangements 
for moderation most be made before Hindi was used as an alternative 
medium. But this wiU be allowed only when a satisfactory moderation 
scheme has been evolved For this purpose the Government of India 
svill consult nil the Chief Ministers and eminent educationists from 
different parts of the country This may well take tunc We shah 
make sure that the method eventually to be adopted for moderation 
IS considered to be satisfactory by the Chief Ministers The scheme 
of moderation has to be such that it leaves no ground for any 
genuine apprehension that the use of one medium or another would 
bestow adrantages or give a handicap to any group of candidates 
May I assure the student community that every care wiU be taken to 
ensure that their employment prospects are not adversely affected? 

I do hope that, from what I have said about our decisions and our 
policies It will be clear that we are most anxious to safeguard the in 
Icrests of non Hmdi speaking people to the fullest extent and to avoid 
any inconvenience to the non Hindi speaking States These will 
be our guiding considerations throughout We shall consider, m 
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consultation with the Chief Ministers, measures to implement these 
assurances 

What disturbs and distresses me is the fact that an agitation has 
been launched without any attempt to discuss This, I want to say 
in all humility, is not the way m which gnevances should be ^ent^ated 
or differences voiced in a great democracy like ours In this vast 
country of ours, people profess different religions, speak different 
languages, dress differently and observe different customs, but we are 
one nation, the history of our struggle for independence and our faith 
in our future development are our common bonds 

I want to appeal to you to pause and ponder over the whole situa- 
tion WTiat is involved IS the very unity of the country Whatever the 
area to which we belong, whatever the language we speak, we must 
consider what is best for the country as a whole Mahatma Oaadhi, 
JaVi^harlal Nehru and so many other national leaders and the framers 
of our Constitution, who were men of wisdom and foresight, decided 
that there should be a common language to forge all the people of 
India into a veil knit natioa The objective is desirable, indeed noble 
But our methods have to be such as to inspire confidence all round 
I ask you, all my countrymen, to hft this issue to a higher plane and to 
bestov/ upon it the most rational consideration If some of you still 
feel that there are any legitimate grievances or (bat some administra- 
tive or executive action has been taken which should not have been, 

I and my colleagues are ready umnediately to listen and to discuss in 
a sincere endeavour to remove all genuine misapprehensions I do 
hope that my talk with you tomght will provide enough assurance to 
enable the present agitation to be withdrawn 


THREE-LANGUAGE FORMULA 

T he mectihg of Chief Ministers of the States convened to consider 
ihp-lai\yii 2 ige jssuff was held on Febniarv 23 and 24, 1965 
The meeting strongly deplored inatement to violence in order to 
give expression to gnevances of any kmd and urged that strong acuon 
should be taken to put down lawlessness It considered that recourse 
to violence and destruction of pubhc property cut at the very root 
of the democratic process which required that all differences should 
be settled by methods of discussion and persuasion It was felt that 

StatemeDl In l*V Sabha. Febnary 25 ISW 
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all those who were in a position to infiacnce pubhc opinion should speak 
out frankly against the use of violence and mobilise pubhc support 
for setthng disputes and differences in an orderly uay At the same 
lime the conference reoigmsed that ^nuine difficulties as well as un- 
vs'arrantcd apprehensions aroused by misleading propaganda must be 
speedily rcino%e<L 

The conference recalled that through the provisions on the subject 
in the Constitution, through the enactment of the Official Languages 
Act, through the deasion to have a tnhnguaj basis for education and 
through the assurances given on the floor of the Lok Sabha by Pandit 
JawaharJal Nehru and reiterated and amphfied by me m a broadcast 
to the nation on February II, 1965, both the long term objectives and 
the need to move towards them with the necessary caution had already 
been spelt out Hindi is the official language of the Union and English 
is to conUnue as an associate language There is no question of 
making any modification in these basic decisions from which alone 
a sound policy could be evolved \Vhai needed consideration was a 
number of practical issues arising therefrom, including the Amendments 
to the Official Languages Act 1963, to give effect to the assurances 
referred to above The Chief Ministers agreed that the examination 
of these issues should be taken to band 

The importance of ensuring equably of opportunity as enjoined by 
the Constitution as between people belonging to different parts of 
the country was emphasised 1^ many Chief Mimstcrs Reference 
was also made to the question of the vanous States havmg an equitable 
share in the all India services The need for evolving a sound system 
of moderation for examinations for all India and higher Central Ser- 
vices before the introduction of Hindi as an optional medium was 
emphasised It was further urged that considerauon should be given 
to the introduction of regional languages as media for these examina- 
tions It was suggested that before any decisions were taken on these 
quesuons, a study of all the aspects involved should be undertaken in 
cooperaUon with the Union Pubhc Service Commission 

The working of Ific Ihrce-fanguage formula evolved by the Chief 
Munster’s Conference on National IntegraUon and accepted by the 
State Governments was reviewed It was decided that this formula 
should be fully and effectively implemented m all the States It was 
urged that in accordance with this formula, the study of an Indian 
langua^ m current use, preferably one of the southern languages, 
apart from Hindi and English in the Hindi-speaking areas and of 
Hindi along with the regional languages and English in the non Hindi 
speaking areas would further promote a sense ofnauonal unity and 
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all those who were m a posiUon to influence pubUc opinion should speak 
out frankly against the use of violence and mobilise pubhc support 
for settling disputes and differences in an orderly way At the same 
tune the conference recognised that genuine difficulties as well as un- 
warranted apprehensions aroused by misJeadmg propaganda must be 
speedily removed 

The conference recalled that ihrou^ the provisions on the subject 
m the Constitution, throu^ the enactment of the Official Languages 
Act, thiou^ the decision to have a trilingual basts for education and 
through the assurances given on the floor of the Lok Sabha by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and reiterated and amplified by me in a broadcast 
to the nation on February 11, 1965, both the long term objectives and 
the need to move towards them with the necessary caution bad already 
been spelt out Hindi is the official language of the Union and English 
IS to continue as an assoaate language There is no question of 
making any modiflcation in these basic decisions from which alone 
a sound policy could be evolved- What needed consideration was a 
number of practical issues ansmg therefrom, mcludmg the Amendments 
to the Official Languages Act, 1963, to give effect to the assurances 
referred to above The Chief Ministers agreed that the examination 
of these usues should be taken m hand 

The unportance of ensuring equality of opportumty as enjoined by 
the Constitution as between people belonging to different parts of 
the country was emphasised by many Chief Ministers Reference 
was also made to the question of the various States having an equitable 
share in the all India services The need for evolving a sound system 
of moderation for examinauoos for all India and higher Central Ser- 
vices before the introduction of Hindi as an optional medium was 
emphasised- It wus further urged that consideration should be given 
to the introduction of regional languages as media for these examina- 
Uons It was suggested that before any decisions were taken on these 
questions, a study of all the aspects involved should be undertaken in 
cooperauon with the Umon PubUc Service Commission 

The working of the three language formula evolved by the Chief 
Minister’s Conference on National Integration and accepted by the 
State Governments was reviewed It was deaded that this formula 
should be fully and effectively implemented m all the States It was 
urged that m accordance with this formula, the study of an Indian 
language in current use, preferably one of the southern languages, 
apart from Hindi and English m the Hindi speaking areas and of 
Hindi along with the regional languages and English m the non Hindi 
speaking areas would further promote a sense ofnauonal unity and 
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encourage better and freer communication bctvseenihe people m 
the diiTcrcnt ports of the country 

Necessary action will now be talcn fay the Union Gosemment m 
pursuance of the above decisions 


FEiVRSAND MISAPPREHENSIONS 

T iiE LANGUAGE question has aroused slroog feelings throughout the 
country, cspcoally in the souifacra parts of India. People are 
naturally deeply attached to their mother tongue, and there is absolutely 
no question of displaang or replacing the languages spoken mditTcfent 
States There are misapprehensions especially in regard lo the use 
of the Slate language or the mother tongue, some Tamil papers 
c;tpressed the fear that Hindi would replace Tamil Slogans 
opposing such a move were shouted by some people m Madras This 
was a dear case of nusapprchension 

The Government of (ndu will give all possible encouragemcot to 
the dev elcpment of the Slate languages Almost all State Covemments 
have accepted or adopted the poliQr of introducing the Slate language 
as the ofCaal language of the State, rn course of tune all the State 
languages will become tbcir prinapal languages for ofhcial purposes 
The choice of medium of instrucuon has been JcA to the State 
Governments Nobody need entertam the slightest doubt or fear 
in their minds that there can be s question of replacing any State 
language by Hindi 

Another point is about the use of English On January 26 1965. 

It was olhaally announced, m terms of the provisions of the Coostitu 
non, that Hindi is or would be the ollicia) language of the Union. No 
other action was taken w bich could create any kind of confusion Even 
if some circulars were issued, it should not have resulted in such violent 
action and destruction of property Our mistakes could have been 
pointed out I remember, when I wras in charge of the Commuoica 
Uons Ministry, a money order form printed only in Hindi was brought 
to my notice The matter was rectified at once We immcdia 
tely stopped sending Hindi money order forms Co the south and 
EngUsb forms were sent msiead 

As Shn Antiadurai rightly said, there has been a genuine apprehea 
Sion regarding the imposiuon of Hindi I have slated caiegoncally 


Fiooi reply ca debate oa Preade&i e lU/ya Sabba, March 9 196S 
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encourage belter and freer communrcatjon between the people m 
the difTcreni parts of the country 

Ncossary aetton will now be Calcn by the Union Go\ernmcnt in 
pursuance of the above decisions 


FEARS AND hflSAPPREIIENSIONS 

T itE LASCUAGE question has aroused strong feelings throughout the 
couniry, cspcaally in Uie southern pans of India People are 
naturally deeply attached to ihctr mother tongue, and there is absolutely 
noqucsiionofdisplaang or replacing the languages spoken indifferent 
Slates There are misapprehensions especially in regard to the use 
of the Stale language or the mother tongue, some Tamil papers 
expressed the fear that Hindi would replace Tamil Slogans 
opposing such a move were shouted by some people in Madras This 
was a clear case of misapprehension 

The Ooiemment of India sviU pve all possible encouragement to 
the deN elopmeot of the Slate languages Almost all State Governments 
have accepted oradopied (he policy ofmtroducing the State language 
as the odtaal language of the State, in course of time all the State 
languages will become their principil languages for official purposes 
The choice of medium of instruction has been left to the State 
Governments Nobody need entertain the slightest doubt or fear 
in thetr minds that there can be a question of replacing any State 
language by Hindi 

Another point 18 about the use of English On January 26 1965, 
it was officially announced in terms of the provisions of the Consiitu 
tion, that Hindi is or would be the official language of the Union No 
other action was taken which could create any kind of confusion Even 
if some circulars were issued, it should not have resulted m such violent 
action and destruction of property Our mistakes could have been 
pointed out I remember, when I was In charge of the Commutuca- 
tions Minisliy, a money order fonnpnuied only in Hindi was brought 
to my notice The matter was rectified at once We imniedia 
tcly stopped sending Hindi monqr order forms to the south and 
English forms were sent instead 

As Sbn Annadurai nghtly said there has been a genuine apprehen 
Sion regarding the imposition of Hindi I have stated categorically 


From itply to debate on Pfesident* Addnn. Rajya Sabha btarth 9 1965 
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and clearly that we will abide hy the assurances given by the late Prime 
Minister, Pandit Jawahatlal Nehru We will certainly have thoughts 
about how these assurances can be implemented As a matter of fact, 
that IS one of the points which we are considering While doing so, 
we should realise that this country needs a hnk language I am glad 
that Shn Annadurai is not against Hindi as such But he has said 
that it should not be spread through the help of the Government I 
would not Uke to say anything about that, but I do wish and hope that 
after some time he mi^t like to reconsider hts view even in regard to 
this particular matter. I do agree that there should be non-official effort, 
as big an effort as possible, for the teaching and propagation of Hindi 
At the same time it is important that English has to continue and 
will continue In terms of the Official Languages Act, English is 
to continue as an assoaatc language, and there wiU be no difficulty 
at all for anyone W'ho does not know Hindi, whether he is functioning 
here in the Secretarial, or m any other all India Crfficc m any other 
part of the country There will be no isndi cap at all in such matters 
as recruitment or promotion \ 

With these assurances, I do uot think there should be any kind of 
fear or apprehension m the miods of the people of Madras I do 
hope that the students of Madras wiU now at least see things m the 
correct perspective They hare by and large withdrawn their strike, 
and I have extended my congratulations to them SiiU there is some 
trouble somewhere, some of the trouble may not be especially 
due to the language problem as sudu I have no doubt that the Madras 
Government will consider all the suggcsiions of the students more 
sympathetically It would be m the best interests of the students as 
well as the State and the country if they did not resort to any kind of 
dir^ action 


THERE SHALL PE NO JMPOSOTOV 

I DO NOT WANT to suggest that I hare no views about the langua^ 
issue I have clear and categorical views m regard to all the 
points raised dunng discussions, in Parliament, with Chief htimsicrs 
and elsewhere , but I do not want to express any opimon at the present 
moment because we feel that all these points should be studied 
further and carefully exanuned 

From reply to debate on presidenlt Addmr, Lob Sabha. March 12. 1965 
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However, I would like to say Ihai there can be no question of 
imposing Hindi and that those tvho do not know Hindi can conti- 
nue with English, even after the announcement of January 26, 
1965 

^Vc mighi devote a little more time to the study of the pros 
and cons of this matter and then take a deasion which would be al 
most final Of course, there is nothing hnal m the world But a 
decision taken after due deliberation is more likely to be based on a 
long range view of things 

We have to consider the language problem in the national pers- 
pective It IS not that we can consider each and every language spoken 
m this country as one which should he the ofiicial language of the 
whole country That would not be possible In accordance with 
the Constitution, we have accepted Hindi as the ofllcial language of the 
Union I think that it is essential that there should be one common 
language, one link language for the whole country Otherwise, it 
would mean the compartmentahsation of our country, n would lead 
to some kind of disintegration In any cxise, we cannot precipitate 
things We cannot impose Hindi and we shall have to wait patiently 
for Hindi to be learnt by the people of every Slate 
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T AM GLAD to know that the Ahgarh Kfuslim University has acfucxed 
all round expansion and development since the attainment of inde- 
pendence I understand the number of students has gone up nearly 
three limes and the number of faculty members has more than doubled 
The financial assistance pven by the Central Government has in 
creased more thin fourteen times dunng the fast few years The 
extensive funds provided by the Government of India have helped 
the Umyersjiy authontics in developing and sirengthemng its various 
departments The Institute which promotes, among other things 
the study of Islamic culture and civilisation and the leaching of modem 
Arabic, Persian and Turkish languages and literature, has been playing 
an important role in the achicveroeot of some of the traditional ob- 
jectives of the Univcrsiiy The growing importance of Arabic m the 
present-day world carmot be suOiaenUy emphasised With the emer 
gence of great Arabic speaking nations in Africa and Western Asia 
the language has assumed much greater importance and significance 
and you will be interested to know that in the Indian Foreign Service, 
Arabic is now treated as one of the important languages which officers 
should team 

I am also glad to know that (be commendable development of 
(he University has not been confiRed to the iraditiooal fields of know- 
ledge and that the various aspects of modem knowledge have also 
made rapid stndcs dunng the Iasi few years A medical college 
has been established and (he Enginecnng Faculty has made remarkable 
progress — in fact the University is rated as one of the outstanding 
institutions in the field of mechanical engmeenng today The University 
has also taken m hand an important projea of setting up an extensive 
agricultural farm which has been approved by the Government 

I do not propose to talk today about the need for reforming our 
educational system Enuneni educationists and leaders of public 
opinion have from time to ume given expression to views which arc 
well known The entire process of education has to he viewed as an 
iQtegrated whole and we have to be clear about the objKtives that we 
wish to achieve As you all know, the country is engaged at present 
in a process of economic development Indeed we are gomg through 
what may be termed a penod of mdustnal revolution A large number 

Addms at (invocation of (he Alaarh Mosbai Univentr reeeviog the 
degree of Doctor* of Uws. Decetnher IV 1964 
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of Structural, industnal and Other types of units arc being set up 
throughout the country For jnanmng these, the country needs a 
large number of trained technical people The Aligarh Uni- 
vcRiiy has devoted considerable attention to cngineenng education 
and other universities have also done the same Four large 
techuical institutions ha>c been set up in the country Now that we 
are contemplating a fourth Plan whose size nould be equal to that of 
all the first three Fi\c Year Plans put together, our requirements for 
technical personnel will be substantially larger I should, therefore, 
like all unnersiiies and techiucal institutions to make an assessment 
of the expansion that they can undertake for increasing the number 
of students for technical courses and to formulate speafic proposals 
The academic content of technical education has to be good and 
substantial, but it is equally important that our ) oung engineers and 
scjenbstsshonld havea pracljcalnpproacb 10 problems I would like 
them to be anxious to use their own hands in order to do a good job 
It is an approach of this nature that will enable the country to make 
rapid headway in the matter of industrial deitlopment 

I would now like to say a few words to you, my young friends, 
who have already graduated and hz\t receiv^ Iheir degrees and dip- 
lomas today The compleuon of education marks a turning point 
in the life of e^ry individual Naturally your anxiety must be to 
get suitable employment which is essential for Gndmg the means 
to live Opportunities for employment are being created mcreasmgly 
as our development plans arc implcroenlcd The fourth Fi\z Year 
Plan, for instance, w hich will commence to less than a year and a half 
from now, envisages altogether about twenty million jobs It cannot be 
said that every one who acquired a degree or a diploma will find cm 
ployment immediately but most of you would m due course find your- 
sches employed in one capaaty or another There is equality of 
opportumty for everyone and to a large esrtent your future is really in 
your own bands 

■Whatc% er your slaUon in future life, each one of you should first of 
all think of yourselves as citizens of the country This confers on you 
ceitam rights which are guaranteed by the Consutution, but it pty? sub- 
jects you to certain responsibilities which also hai c to be clearly under 
stood Ours IS a demoCTacy whidi enjoins freedom to the individual, 
but this freedom has to be subjected to a number of voluntary restraints 
in the interests of organised soacty And these voluntary restramts 
have to be exercised and demonstrated m every-day life A good cati 
zen is one who obeys the law, whether there is a poheeman around or 
not, and who takes deh^l m performing his a\ic duties. In the olden 
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days (he sense of self restraint and discipline \’.‘as inculcated by the 
combined effort of the family and the teacher The economic stresses 
of present-day life unfortunately do not leave enough time to 
the parents to look after their children In ibe educational institu- 
tions the numbers have groivn so large as to takeaway the benefits which 
used to accrue formerly by personal contact between the teacher and 
the taught Incviiably, our young students arc often left much to 
their own resources Often this creates probtems which we all know 
about This is an important aspect which needs thorough examina- 
tion The responsibility of our young citizens is great In my view 
cs-cry station in life is important m itself Work has its own dignity 
and there is great satisfaction m doing one's own job to the best of 
one’s ability Whatever the duties, wr should apply ourselves with 
Sincerity and devotion Such an approach, apart from being good in 
Itself, also has the added advantage of opening avenues for further 
advancement We have to see whether we have done our own job 
well before thinking of cnucising anybody else All too often, we 
succumb to (he temptation of decrying oihcrs without bothenng to 
look at ourselies Neser forget that loyalty to the country comes 
ahead of all other loyalties And this is an absolute loyalty, since one 
cannot weigh it in terms of what one receives It is essential to re- 
member that the entire country is one and that any one who fosters or 
promotes separatism or fissiparous (endenaes is not our true fnend 
^Vhat I have said stems from a desire to see that the youth of our country 
prepares itself in a disaplined and dctmnined manner for the respon- 
sibilities of tomorrow A democratic country is sustained not by the 
greatness of a few but by the cooperative efforts of the many The 
future of the country is in your bands and as the older generations 
complete their task the new ones come along to take their place If 
they are well equipped as individuals and as atizens, the country’s 
future will be bnght indeed At a time when you are at the threshold 
of a new penod in your life I would urge you to play your role 
with confidence and dignity 

.Mr Vjre-CbanisdlQt. ;vou have.oaid a nefa and fit(ii\g tribute to 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s faith in seculansm and the keen interest 
and unfailing «icouragcment which he extended to this University at 
all times Our position with regard to secularism is known so well 
that it hardly needs any reiteration It is embodied m our Consututioo, 
which ensures equal respect for all religions and equal opportunities 
for ail ciUzens, irrespective of their caste and creed and the faith which 
they profess In spite of a seeming divenity, there is a fundamental 
unity in India which we all cbensh. and it has to be our constant 



SPEECHES OP PRLME MLSISTER LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI 


endeavour to maintain and strengthen this unity The countrycan pro- 
gress only if It does away completely with fissiparous lendenaes and 
emerges as an integrated whole And it is in the field of education 
that the seed of seculansm has to be sown at the earliest stages, so 
that the plant can be carefully nurtured as it grows 

The world is at the momrat passing through very difficult times 
Tn fad, it would not wong to say that never before in the recent 
past had mankind to grapple with problems of as complex a nature 
as are confrontmg it today li is imperatise that satisfactory and, 
as far as possible lasting solutions should be found to these problems 
without undue delay, otherwise there is a danger of the situation get- 
ting out of hand Mutual suspicions, hatred and iU will between nations 
and groups of persons have to be remosed at all costs and smeere and 
determined efforts have to be made to ensure that differences and out- 
standing problems are resolved by mutual discussion m a spirit of 
understanding, and not by the use of force Wars and conflicts, as 
we know to our cost, always create more problems than they succeed 
in solving The great advances made by saence and technology, 
particularly in the field of nuclear and thermonuclear energy, have 
placed an almost unlimited pow'cr at the disposal of mankind This 
power can be used either for constructive or for destruaivc purposes 
and it 1 $ up to us to try to derive the fullest possible benefit from it 
Wc ID India have our own special problems No one can deny 
that some of them are of a senom nature and must be tackled with 
vigour and deiermmation Our national objective has been defined 
clearly and unambiguously We aim that every citizen should be 
provided wnth the basic necessities of life and should have complete 
freedom to lead the Ufc of lus or her own choice We aim at a de- 
mocraUc sooety, strong and free, in which every ciuzen, irrespective 
of fus religious belief will occupy an equal and honoured place, and 
will be given full and equal opportunities for growth and service 
Wc aira at the removal of untouchability and the doing away of the 
prevailing senous inequalities m status and wealth Wc are opposed 
to the concentraiJon of wealth in a few hands Our neb cultural 
heritage, extending over countless centunes, is not the culture 
of this community or that but the synthesis of the cultures of ihe great 
peoples who lived here at various times in the past. The objectives 
I have mentioned arc by no means easy of achievement in their entirely 
1 know ihai we have met wiih only a limited degree of success so far, 
but we have to persevere unlD the goal is achieved 

I should like to menuon here that the concept that Muslims consti- 
tuie a minority in India and Hindus a majority is totally outmoded and 



50 0 =. .^.3 

^u^^nlr-csz^ progresses.. of 

.. >e.e ^ode,. . 

,hire leia. sodifrKentislhjfroa^to . 

as^^ei^i cc=s^noM>^n^ ^ 

m this Aneist-^J o_ fet^ nsJ . trees in .ec-.-er 

eterinl conpeiur^T ’“’^^‘‘^J^u'tsc^as siticfa i-=d « 
offered to coo Inteoiiig to ih- -_ , aEO oM is laspired 

IDJ out m onr forest ojirerer Ihoesen^ cf Om 

by the nehr-en of osr herius^ » mb-Jaiom of the 

felsaseoreofreheffroretlre^iiiid«.^^=^=^-^ „ 

!Sf‘“‘rSrJ^l^-rV.ssjBinrot.^ 


uses (of •ttisdi I ha\e core in.^ -a ^r Vkva Bh2»2i ^ ^ 
than cona lo jou not « the Actoo-a of Visva 
THlgna la search of peacs and f-Lua^X ^ 

^l^oeder nteher >oo nto Ine arsi prtaoJ )■=« 

s-^o^SS realise hre^ ^ is >o-r 500 ere 

hetiuse. For utile the sinole eouiiry is i:i4=«f “ he 

the direct lohetuo-scf his ideels-thes^i^ thsfi^“f-^®^ 

sos^aperpclinuiaofhJdreaios, ^ ^ ^od d i>ts it* 

tads end anienls. learereg 10 fed 1^ irenieii^^ 

SrSmaterSodiio- Aodbeceosehetodntalo^^P^f^ 
aru nas esseanl for the fuB desdoFioeiit of the o 

to pro.^ en thn for yoo so that you eoold ^ ftim 

kiioiiled5:iiediiietiIliire,afiJiyiaregre-edpeisoo^ 

Tta W ree to Ihe jre»-iFo*yo retaioosh.? 
aaoeot tunes. The e*i>Jii eiren 

and storied for hire end there sees a retaioeship of de^ 

rei erenee. oa one side and parental affetaoa and ™ '"[^-r 

Circireaaances hare changed and sneh a 

posable. BaihniES hares»saigtolheothereilre=ftaidtta 

sin? basreea the tendier and the pjpO seems to be hrened re 

calh The dose penoeal bond is no kin^ there siorsin ^ 

meeting of trends at ah. This is the pttce ire are paying fret.rei^ 
Frodretioaofireirersdystnderes. We hear so reneh ai^ sto^ 

trerea, of sredeal indjcsphne, ata there hare been , 

bare pareed and saddened ea. The root Caere for lire f-asapl^ 

aadcaisstisthsaisssiceofaaycJoselmkbetaTsathstcsriisr ' 

U a lis teadaer cza laspaB and gi-ds >-Os— g peo?— 



91 


A PRECIOUS ttCACY 
,b,. asc ani abscacc of ..p=c. f"' 

joulhful mind which miichiccoui p bemccn Icachcr 

Vma Bluiali >ou am fewer m “"fJVrersiUes Ut to 

and pupil IS ''XuaguTstang^cterishesofVissaBlu^ 

cscrrcnuinoneoflhcdisungui^ S ^ mpaiaa 

SmipUaty of Using ssas closer to the age- 

I wish that out urns ctsilica would W Santmikctan, 

old ideal of simple hsmg and being able to 

hvmg m the lap of natme. )ou "so ouradev s words 

bse up mom easily to to , Ld the lasung power 

•out coasaous mlat.onship with the Into 

of the Eternal m the passing "’“menu ^ oulang of 

In these dap when talks and ^■^““"^Xppy to base to op- 
Ihc nuclear bomb fill the air. a j. jainds for all that 

poituntty of suiting Santini “ culture and tradition The atom 

we hold pKcious in Indian c^nunikctan stands for It is 

bomb o the seiy anuthcsis of “JJ “ f jcstnietion The 

not a weapon of war, it is an the strength 

nations of the world mgatto as China, m defiance of 

to oulbsv It And nosv a nuclear desiee, there u 

world opinion and base slood for, throw to 

a cry that W" ‘^0“'** "‘“"‘'“"“'‘^Ibousands of years and engage 
the winds the culture and present pressures, we must 

in to bruul race N" “‘‘"Salmeu of purpose And sshen 
not lose out peace of mind or ^1, ^,5 nuclear bombs of the 

Uiat day dawns-as dawn it ,,,5 bottom of the deepest ocr^ 

wo.ldfmd.heirpro^rr^P^;>^^^„,„„c for SanlinikeUin 
SanUnikcUn and all sunoj 

represenu a spint that “ m me Otness of things that 

It u m consonance with ‘B ^nerness against China m the 

in these days when there IS wrni^^^^ ^ j.|,ccna Bhasan where 

public mind. Santmikctan continues undisturbed 

the study of Ibc agiMiId ^ jjicc m the v^orkmg of govern 

It u often said that rooraUty "" " " be based on purely 

menu, and tot deeumns of f “ b, u„e 

moral considcrauons To an ihe poignant remark ^ 

Cavour, one of theUberatoraof ftal^ mad ^ 

if we did for oursehre who‘ »'d f do*'"® 

we should bell ' But I would sl^ prK“ humanity 

turns Its face away from b^bcuay all mankind Jo' “ 

will impenl world to eamiot but be so m 

any such course should be unllimsao 



A rHECIOtS LECACt 

,„„^and.b«„c= of ^.pcc. r^.^rc' 

jouthful mind v.hich mischicvom p ^ bcwccn teacher 

Isvn Hhanu >ou am fc-cr m Ut th.s 

and pupil IS much closer j^^racicnsiics of Visva Dharati 

es-cr remain one of the distinguish ® j.. ^ng,n the laporan 

S,mpl.c..y of '''^5 ,„ ,h= age 

1 « ijh that our uim enmcJ « ould try SantmiUtan. 

!:rur”^co”luoX»;h.he^ 

of Ihe Elcroal in the pawing regarding the mahng of 

In these daja «hen talhs to hate this op- 

the nuclear bomb fill the air. '^nlinil.clan stands for all that 

portunity of '•'“'"’S ‘"'f-? "a^Surc andtradilion The atom 

U hold precious in Indian sands for It is 

bomb IS the aery anlithmis of »" destruction Ue 

not a wapon of oar. it u P ,^,5 ,i,e strength 

nations of the ootid , "“Jbour CTina. in defiance of 

to outlao It And noo „ nuclear dcaace, there is 

ootid opinion and « hate stood for, thtoiv to 

a cry that « inhousand^ 
the oands the culture and present pressures oe inust 

in this brutal race ^0 matOT oM Ihe^^ „he„ 

not lose our peace of mind “ ^,1 ^,5 „uclcar bombs of the 

that day daous— as , ,1,5 bottom of the deepest ocean, 

ootid find their proper resungpbee a lh __^ Sanumketan 

.Santinikctan nod all it stands for oall 

represents a spint that , ,„d Uic fitness of things that 

It IS m consonance oath <!"' ’f ‘ p„rerntss opmst China in the 
in these da>a ohen there is « „ Chceiu Bhavan ohere 

public mind. Stmlinik'tan undisturbed 

the study of the age-old lucu the ooiking of g”'’'™' 

It 15 oBcn said that ° ms cannot he based on purely 

ments, nndthatdeosionsofgoaurnmcntsra ^ ^ 

moral considerations To an poignant remark to 

Cavour.one of do ?or“ur country. Ohl otat 

■•if oe did for ourselvM »''='>*' proclaim tot any 
oe should bell • But I oouM sull P and hunMiV 

turns us face aoay from ^ betray all mankind Fo' 

oill impcnl oorld 1“““ “^^bte. and this cannot but be so m 
any such course should be unuunnao 



92 SPEECHES OP PRIME MINISTER LAL BAHADUR SIUSTRl 

a country which Mahatma Gandhi led to freedom, and which proudJy 
proclaims on its emblem the high ideal satyatne\a jayale 

For me Vis\ a-Bharati has a special appeal, because it seeks to draw 
inspiration from all that was great m our past and blend it harmomously 
into the present There is too mudi running after Western education 
on the part of our universities To some extent this is typihed by the 
ardour with which we seek to cling to the English language None 
would bcbttle the importance of the English language as a great vehicle 
of thought and culture, and as a great language of international under- 
standing But to seek to retain English for all tunc as the oHicial 
language of our country seems to me a deeply humiliating proposition 
To all those who seek to retain English for ever m our national life I 
would recall the powerful words of Gurudev “Through this great 
deficiency of our modem education, we are condemned to carry to 
the end a dead load of dumb WTsdom Like miserable outcasts, we are 
depnved of our place m the festival of culture, and wait at the outer 
court, where the colours are not for us, nor the forms of delight, nor the 
songs ” 

One by one the great figures who filled the Indian scene are passing 
away leaving ibeu memory and jnspiratien behind It is now for the 
people as a whole to carry forward their work Unity is the need of 
the hour, and it is here that our umversiues which are training the torch- 
bearers of the future have so great a role to play Insutuuons like 
Visva-Bbarati, which cater not to any one part of the country but serve 
the nation as a whole, which seek to draw “seeds of thought from the 
granary of the past” and project them into the future must come fonvard 
to show the way For you national integration is not a slogan, it is 
an accomplished fact 

Further, the role of Visva Bharati far transcends the limited concept 
of national integration, Visva Bbaiati as conceived by Rabindranath 
was universal and it embraced the whole world Even while Us 
inspiration and thought are essentiaDy Indian, yet the cultures of other 
lands have blown freely through these whispering groves So many 
distinguished sons of different countries have helped to build up this 
institution and make it what it is today Even today, there are amongst 
you students of different countries, and Visva Bhaxati continues to be 
a mecUng groimd of many cultures Let us hope that this will always 
continue to be so, and that tbt< precious legacy of Gurudev will one 
day be the stan d ard bearer of a world unified in thought and friendship 
V/e so often hear of the youth of yesterday cnucising the youth 
of today Wc beard them mentiOD indulgently the hot blood in 
the young people and of their natural tnclmatiou to revolt, to discard 
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aulhorjjy TTjcsc urges ha\-e a deep psjidiological basis and arc v. hoHy 
nalura) They arc pan of ibc process of growing up But simulta- 
neously, )ouih must desclop a sense of responsibility Nature 
has willed that revolt comes first and responsibility later 'nicreforc, 
ouuidc help M necessary This assistance can be provided only by 
education which should aim at moulding balanced young people and 
responsible citizens 

The Goirmment are keenly aware that investment m education is 
investment in the future of this country What shape the country 
Will lake tomorrow depends on what education we provide to our 
children today The fourth Five Year Blan is being drawm up It 
IS proposed to more than double the allocations for education It 
IS necessary to husband these resources carefully and to marshal them 
tn such a way that maximum results are obtained m these fields 
whicli count most At the same time it is necessary to distribute the 
espenditum in such a fashion that our social objectives are gamed 

This ts an age of saence and technology In the field of saence, 
very httc can be achieved, at least on a wide scale, by merely providing 
materia) raciluiesandei'cn less by concentrating these fanlities tn a few 
laboratones Science has a temper, it has a method These have to 
be cultivated and (wo aspects have to develop simultaneously Hrst, 
fundamental research, and secondly its apphcatioa, to denve practical 
benefits We ha> e a large munber of laboratories and soentifie insti- 
tutions and technological schools It is for the saenusts working in 
these to ensure that the fruits of saence filter down, and quickly, to the 
masses But we have also to concentrate on fundamental research 

I would like to stress an unportant aspect of saencific research 
It IS becoming more and more a team cflbrL The complications are 
so numerous, the Gelds of knowledge so vast, that no individual can 
hope to acquire all the necessary knowledge within a few years Also, 
progress in fundamental science is such that water tight compartments 
between different branches of science can no longer hold good While 
selecting special prograniracs for nrsearch. therefore, I would also like 
It to be consider^ bow far persons speaabsing in diflereni fields can 
work for a common project 

I would also like to mention In this connection our increasing 
requirement for able and dedicated field workers and admiiuslrators 
It has to be seen how far our cducatioiuU system equips our youth to 
shoulder these responsibilities after they come out of the educational 
institutions In all these spheres it is necessary to catch them young 
For then only can they imbibe the necessary spint and fully develop 
the required quahties and talent- 
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1 mentioned a short while ago the need to male education the 
medium of gaimng our soaal ends We arc pledged to developing a 
socialistic pattern of soaciy This can be done only if the weaker 
sections of society arc provided with special facilities and incentives 
to acquire learning and special sblls wbch will enable them to advance 
in life For this it would be necessary to olTcr a much larger number of 
scholarships from the pnmary to the college stage to students coming 
from families in lo^^cr income groups At the same lime, quick progress 
can be made only by giving due recognition and encouragement to 
merit Therefore, a certain percentage of these scholarships should 
be set apart for disbursement on the basis of merit alone, irrespective 
of the income group of the parents Another fruitful direction lies in 
making available cheap oad good (ext books and supplementary 
reading material 

Before I conclude I want to ask you, the young graduates of today, 
toenterlifeupontbecooclusionofyoureducation with confidenceand 
determination To serve your moihcriand you must have m your 
mind the right image of your country While it is always good to know 
ones faults and Nseaknesses, I think it u wrong to exaggerate them 
and to project an image which may be disconcerting I have no doubt 
that there u a great deal for us all to learn from several other countries 
of the world, but I also believe that there is much more that we can 
learn from our own heritage India has a soul of its own and a sensi> 
live conscience We must endeavour to maintain a synthesis between 
matenal values on the one hand and moral and spintual values on the 
other Such a balance wiU sustam our soaety and will, I hope, 
assist not only oim country but indeed humanity at large It will avoid 
the perils that arc the result of one sidcdncss or extremism The 
future of the country is m your hands and 1 wish you godspeed and 
all success 
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was a mcmonal to Janaharlal Nehru since jl was his policy which 
had done so much to transform the Commonwealth relationship and 
make possible the membership of countries with different forms of 
Government, that the Commonwealth now transcended all frontiers 
that normally divided mankind, and tJiat the fact of hi\mg within its 
fold representatives of all continents, creeds, races and societies gave 
the deliberations of the Conference a special significance 

The results of the discussions are reflected m the communique 
issued after the Conference As can be seen from this communique, 
the deliberations of the Conference covered the world situation, the 
racial discnminatory policy of South Africa, the colomal policy of 
Portugal and theunrKolvcd problems of BnUsh colomal temtones 
Other mattera related to cooperation between the Commonwealth 
countries m programmes of economic and social development and 
measures to increase cooperation between the Commonwealth 
countries m matters of Commonwealth aid and trade 

Our delegation partiapated m this discussion on vanous items 
and made jtscontnbuUon in accordance with the policies and pro- 
grammes ofthe Government of India. 

1 shall not go into further details about the proceedings of the 
Conference but Urtui myself to a few words about the reference to 
Indo-PaJcisian problems in the communique issued at the end of the 
Conference Vanous views have been expressed in the Indian Press 
and by the public on the following reference in ihis communique 

“The Prune Mmisters noted with satisfaction the fnendly public 
statements by the President of Pakistan and the Prime Mimster 
of India and expressed their hope that the problems between 
their countnes would be solved in the same fnendly spint ’’ 

I can well understand the anxiety of the Hon’ble Members that the 
Commonwealth Pnme Ministers’ Conference should not be used as a 
forum for the discussion of problems involving differences between 
Commonwealth members I w-ould, however, like to urge that so far 
as this particular instance is concerned, jt was, I am connaced, a 
general expression of goodwill and that it did not constitute a departure 
from the convention that intcr-Commonweallh differences should 
not be discussed at such meetings I have noted in this connection 
that representatives of some other Governments who attended the 
Conference have pubhdy affirmed that the convention that mter- 
Commonwcalth differences shoidd not be discussed has been fully 
maintained and that this is a matier for the countnes concerned to deal 
with between themselves Wc have ourselves stated publicly that we 
want to settle our differences with Pakistan peacefully but ra a manner 
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eonsts(«it Mth our national honour and dignity Unfortunately 
this general expression of well mtentioned goodwill at the London 
meeting has been misundentood by some la India and has been mis 
interpreted or misrepresented in certain quarters abroad We firmly 
and catcgoncally repudiate the suggestion contained ui such misinter- 
pretation and misrepresentaaon At the same time we reaffirm 
our rcsoh-e to continue to function ixiih a sense of dignity and res 
potuibility, as a nation dedicated to peace and to the scliJcment of 
diiTcrences by peaceful rnethods 


APPEAI. TO NOV-AUGVED NATIONS 

■KyfANY OF viY distinguished colleagues have referred feelingly to the 
AVI passing awuy of one of the founding fathen of the non aligned 
moiement, namely our Jile Pnme Minister Pandit Jawaharbl Nehru 
Hit departure has IcA an aching soid in the hearts of not only fus 
own countrymen but of all pcace-lovmg peoples m the world I 
bclioe there IS not one of us who does not miss his presence at this 
Conference, to whose aims and ospirauons he had contributed so 
much Ills voice, alas, is tdent but his message will eonunue to 
inspire all those sin»ng for peace, intemaiional understanding, and 
the freedom and dignity of man 

Being for the first time on Afncan soil I cannot but recall that it 
w-as at the southern end of this vast continent that our great leader 
Mahatma Gandhi developed his philosophy and techmque of non 
violent struggle which he first deployed against niaaJism in South 
Africa He perfected this later in his own country into a vast non 
violent national movement against impenalism And, finally, when 
communal passions ran high m the erne! aflermalh of Partiiion by his 
martyrdom at the hands of a co-rchgionist in the cause of his Muslim 
brclf^n he upheld with bis very life the ideal of seculansm 

With his departure, Jawaharlal Nehru took up the thread and as 
the Prime Minister of India strove to the end to apply three ideals on a 
still Wider plane He sou^t democracy and a new social order and 
the promotion and maintenance of peace not only for fus own country 
but for the whole world Though Jawaharlalji is no longer with us, 
the Government and people of India stand dedicated to freedom and 
peace, to the pnnciple of non alignment and peaceful co-existeace and 
to the eradication of raaalisra and colorualism 

SpMch •! the Non Alimed Net on* Confereflee, Cairo, Oefober 7 1964 
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Even m the dajs of our own freedom strug^e, Jawaharlal Nehru 
bad raised the question of the freedom of the Afncan peoples He 
had said about a quarter of a century ago that Africa would emerge 
one day as a new force on the world scene How truly that prophecy 
has been fufiiled! Afnca, which had been kept m bondage for more 
than a century, is on the march, determined to fulfil its destiny We 
have no doubt that whatever remnants of colomahsm remain will 
soon disappear 

It iS isdeed a vmqw gatberiog that we have here What unites us 
and brings us together is not any pact, not any alliance, not even a 
common allegiance to any particular dogma or doctrine By being 
non aligned we have asserted and proclaimed the nght to think for 
ourselves and to speak for ourselves Our voice is not an echo It 
IS the authentic voice of the people we represent and for whom we 
speak- And we and our people share and agree upon certain id«ls 
and certam objectives First and foremost, we beUeve m peace, in the 
settlement of all disputes through peaceful means, m the aboli- 
tion of war, and more particularly, nuclear war Secondly, v>e 
bebeve in freedom, freedom for the people of each country to follow 
theirdesliny svithout external interference And,aboveall,webeheie 
m the dignity of man as an individual, whatever his race, colour or 
creed, and in his nght to a better, fuller and ncher hfe. 

The son abgned nations have the supreme task of chalkmg out, 
in the light of the blest developments lo the world, a programme of 
action which should be followed in pursuit of their common objectives 
The time has now come to fonnubte a positive programme m the 
furtherance of peace The elements m the programme, in our 
view, should be the following five points ( 1 ) nuclear disarmament, 
(2) peaceful settlement of border disputes, (3) freedom from foreign 
domination, aggression, subversion and raaal discrimination, (4) 
acceleration of economic development through international coopera 
tion, and (5) full support for the Umted Nations and its programmes 
for peace and development 

First and tbremost, there is the programme of nuclear dxsarmament- 
We note with sausfaction that there hat been a measure of agreement, 
however lumted, at the Geneva Disarmament Conference When the 
Confreence resumes its sessions, we would all hope and wish for further 
progress We, the non aligned countries, should continue to pby a 
helpful role in promoting agreement towards total nuclear di^nna- 
ment. It is important to realist that the mere limitation of tests, proeb- 
maUons of certain areas as being free from nuclear weapons, and any 
other limited measures of this character, will not and cannot be enough 
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for protecting humanity from the horrora of nuclear ^^ar Nuclear 
disarmament must be total and complete and it is in that direction 
that \\c must move 

We cannot but express our senous concern at the fact that not all 
powers have agreed to subscribe to the Partial Test Ban Treaty The 
non aligned nations must lake up a clear and forthngbt attitude and 
call upon all the nations of the world to accept the ban on nuclear 
tests and then full moral force must be brought to bear on those coun 
tries which refuse to subsenbe to the Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

Many of those assembled here might recall bow strongly the first 
Non-Aligned Nations Conference at Belgrade fell on the subject of 
nuclear tests and how separate missions were sent to the USA and 
the USSR to persuade them to desist from further tests With this 
background In mind, this Conference should consider the recent dis 
turbing indications whicli suggest that China is about to explode a 
nuclear device I propose that w« might consider sending a special 
mission to persuade China to desist from developing nuclear weapons 
I say this not because India and China have some differences today 
These differences must sooner or later be resolved But the threat to 
humanity from one more country having nuclear weapons at its 
disposal IS a for mote senous matter We in India stand committed 
to the use of nuclear power only for peaceful purposes and, even 
though in a purely technical and scientific sense, we are capable of 
developing nuclear weapons, our sacntisls and techruaans arc under 
firm orders not to make s single expenraent, not to perfect a single 
device which is not needed for peaceful uses of atomic cnersi Despite 
all our differences, may I venture to take this opportunity through 
this Conference of appealing to China to accept a similar discipline 7 

My second point relates to the peaceful sclUemcni of border disputes 
While the cold war has abated somewhat, ytl all too often fighting 
breaks out in different parts of the world because neighbours have 
boundary disputes We should wrelcome the proposals made by 
Chairman Khrushchev and other Heads of Government on renoun- 
cing the use of force for solving tcmtonal disputes or quetions of 
frontiers At the recent meeting of the Organisation of African Unity, 
the African States pledged themselves to respecting the borders that 
exuted when they achieved their national independence This is a 
positive lead which must be followed and the pnnople should be 
made uruversal 

It is obvious that if this principle is to be successful we must evolve 
other methods of settling suA diffeiences and disputes. Direct 
negotiations between the parties concerned would be an ideal solution 
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As the late President Kennedy has so fithngly said, while « should 
never negotiate out of fear, we should never 

Quite often the commencement of To be 

one party or the other seeking to impose cerlmn co . , 5 

seal and fruitful, negotiations must ^ free to-” f 
Their basis must be the customary or the tradition^ b 
may be m existence and not any new boundaries that ma^to ^ 
created by force of any land Non “ of 

their strong opposition to any changes tou^ „bvLiCof one 
force as well as by quiet penetration of to recaU the 

kind or another In this context, it would be 
famous words used by Jawaharlal Nehru “ re^sLn 

“Wherefreedom IS menaced or jusHce IS threatened or where ggres 

tabes place we cannot be and shall not be neutral history 

The third pomt I wish to maie is this Because of P 
and our own freedom struggle, we stand ^ f 

pation of colonies and dependent countnes We '‘'"^^ties to all. 
m theory as well as m practice— in giving equal opp . , (h, 

regardlSs of race, caste, meed or sex We am enUrely oppo ed m tM 
doctrine of racialism, wheresoever and in whatever form i / 

this continent of Africa, there arc quite a fw 
unfortunately still under the shackles of colonial nde 
oppression continues in Angola, Mozambique m nontv 

Portuguese Guinea In Soathem Rhodesia, the w 
Government seeks to impose its will on the majority 
West Afnca, the illegal and alien rule of South Africa - 

defiance of world public opinion We greet the freedom fip .* 

Angola and other oppressed temtones and offer them our full PP 
for the success of their heroic struggle for mdependence 

While we stand pledged to the nght of sclf-deternunaUon 
dependent territories under colomal rule, I would like to soun an 
of caution Self determination is the nght of any country 
dominated by another But there can be no self-determination 
different areas and regions withm a sovereign and independent coim » 
for this would only lead to fragmentation and disruption an n 
country’s integrity would be safe Hateful poliacs of Apartheid an 
racial discnminaUon of the Umon of South Afnca are an 
to mankind India severed her trade relations completely wi 
South Afnca m 1946 In economic terms, this meant considcta c 
loss Through all these years we have adhered firmly to this po 
How we wish more countnes were able to observe and implement 
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pobcy I Tn fact what IS required w strict economic sanctions and an 
cfTective ban on supplies, particularly of arms and oil The struggle for 
the defence of human values m South Africa must continue until it is 
crowned with success 

While racialism has to be strongly condemned, whether it is of 
the South Afncan variety or any other, may I suggest to the non aligned 
nations that sometimes it becomes wsential to look within May I in 
that context say that we have also to male sure that no form of 
raaahsm is allowed to operate amongst afircns of member countries 
Discnnunatory action against residents of certain racial ongin can 
also be harmful Sometimes economic considerations are at the back 
of such steps and certainly exploitation of any sort by any class or 
commumty is to be deplored But care must be taken that any action 
initiated on economic grounds does not result m racial bias or 
disenmination When any State or Government faces speaal diffi 
culties on account of persons living there who were originally from 
another country, it is best to tackle them after mutual discussion and 
consultation 

The programme for economic development through international 
cooperation, which is my fourth point, is not, let me emphasise at the 
outset, a programme for seeking moie aid It is basically a programme 
of greater effort on the part of each developing country to mobilise 
rts own resources W« want to stand on our own feet If we are 
unable to do so straightway, it is mainly because a long penod of 
political subjection has sapped our resour^s and stided our imtiative 
We therefore do seed help, but what we seek should be the minimum 
and not the maximum and it should be directed towards making us 
independent of aid In such a programme, we developing nations 
must help ourselves and help ea^ other even before we seek assis- 
tance from outside Although we may be individually defiaent in 
vanous things, through cooperation amongst ourselves we can do a 
great deal for each other We m India are trying our best to muster 
our technical and matcnal resources to participate in a programme of 
economic cooperation with other developing countries to whom wc 
can be of assistance 

We are now la the middle of what is called the United NaUons 
Development Decade We have had a Conference on Trade and 
I>eveloptnent in Geneva earlier this year May I say that while these 
are important stejis in the nght dir«tion, we are not satisfied with 
what has been done or promised so far 7 

The target of economic growth wtudi was set for the Development 
Decade by the United Nations is in need of an upward rewsion ‘Ihe 
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work done at Geneva needs to be earned forward Meanwhile, all 
States must agree to implement the recommendations embodied in the 
final Act The most important of these ts bringing into being new 
international institutions whirfx have been envisaged Unless the 
developing countnes can expand and diversify their export trade, 
unless the transfer of capital from developed to developing countnes 
on satisfactory terms can be accelerated* economic progress will not 
attain a pace compatible with peace and freedom 

My fifth and last point relates to the support which all of us must 
give to the United Nations in pursuit of the policies to which I have 
just referred We are all members of the United Nations and if we 
meet and confer on our own we do so only with a view to strengthen- 
mg the United Nations as an orginisaiion and to carrying its objec- 
tives forward The United Nations takes the greatest interest m 
how these operations are begun, organised* financed and manned 
Despite the progress whidi has been made, we cannot shut 
our eyes to fiie fact that all is not well with the world In 
South and South East Asia, there is an atmosphere of conflict and 
tension The long travail of Vietuam and Laos continues Cyprus 
has not yet been freed from its suffenngs The situation in Congo 
remajos uncertain and unstable In the Caribbean area, there are 
tensions and fnclions On our own northern borders, despite our 
acceptance of the proposals made by the non aligned powers assembled 
at Colombo, we have been unable fo gel a friendly response from 
Chino. But we must continue to strive for peace, to resolve all 
differences through peaceful methods, by conciliation as distmct from 
confrontation, and by trust instead of suspicion 

While we have been moving steadily m the direction of the umver- 
sality of membership, a major exception is China, which is still not a 
member Alihou^wchavcour diBcienceswithChina,wehavealw3ys 
supported and sDll support her admission to the Umted Nations 
Furthermore as countnes which are still under colonial regimes of 
one kind or other attain their mdependence, we would hope to see 
every part of the globe represented through the government of its 
own choice m the Umted Nations 

Tic United NaDons as a whole has given support to the pohaes 
and programmes of peace, freedenn and progress, which have been 
engaging our attention here We should support it not merely m 
words but in action. It is on the non ahgned nations that the 
brunt of supplymg forces for pcace-keepmg operaUons falls India 
has on many occasions placed her armed forces at the disposal of the 
Umted Nauons for keepmg peace It is therefore, for the non aligned 
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evils of colonialism and of racial discnmination We \vish to lend our 
combined strength to the United Nations to enable it to fulfil more 
effectively its pnnciples and purposes And we wish to plan and work 
for an era of closer international cooperation in all fields of human 
endeavour, wth particular emphasis on economic development 


COMMON GOA15 WITH CEYLON 

Y our visit, Madam Prime Minister, is an cv enl that gives us immense 
pleasure Ceylon is close to us geographically and also close to our 
hearts We have had the honour of welcoming you here before You 
took the trouble of being here last at the time of the passing away 
of my great and eminent predecessor Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
It was gracious of you to have come on that occasion and sympa- 
thised with us in our national loss and bereavement I know how 
fnendly lawabarlalji was to the Government of Ceylon and to 
the C^lonese people Long before India and Ceylon got Ihcir 
independence, Jawaharlalji visited Colombo and as a fighter for 
freedom he was given a great welcome in your country Everyone 
of us knows bow near he u’as to your distinguished husband 
Mr Bandaranaike We chensh our friendship with Ceylon and it 
is our earnest hope that the bonds at umty will become stroo^r 
m future and that »e will try to be helpful to each other 

It IS very good of you. Madam Prune Minister, to have decided to 
Visit India at this time We have a small problem between our two 
countries and I know both of us believe that it should be possible to 
settle it Problems often arise between neighbouring countries, but 
because of their closeness it should also be easy to settle the problems 
in a fnendly manner 

The recent explosion of an atom bomb by China has created a sUr 
which B undoubtedly a matter of concern for all of us However, wc 
have always held the view that the use of nuclear weapons should be 
banned by agreement and all naUons in the world should unite to save 
humanity from destruction. I abo feel that those countnes which do 
not possess nuclear weapons, m Europe, Asia, Afnca, should unite and 
make a concerted effort to build up the necessary pubhc opmion This 
would have an impact on the countries which are m possession of 
nuclear weapons I must admit that we are passing through a most 
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difficult period m mtemaUonal relattona and vie have to act wisely 
and as far as possible in cooperation with each other 

For the countnes which ha^e tecenlly attained their freedom, it is 
most important that they make economic progress We have to 
dKil with the problems of poverty and unemployment, of industrial and 
agricultural development I know. Madam Pnme Minister, that you 
fully agree with this and are alrcadyengaged in tlus task Our problems 
here in India are enormous, but we are trying to tackle them as cfiectn e- 
ly as we can We believe in a planned economy and we are in the rmdst 
of our third Five Year Plan It is our earnest effort that through the 
completion of our Plans, wc should be able to give a fuller and more 
prosperous life to our men, women and children When I think that 
the difficulties of 460 million people have (o be successfully and 
effective!}' lackfed, many other ffimgs pafe into insigmficaircc Let us 
hope that we will be able to defeat poverty and unemployment and 
to build up a new social order which would give real relief to our 
people It IS essential for the under-developed countnes to try to 
help each other and cooperate with each other m improving the 
standard of Imng of their people I know you feel equally strongly 
on the question of peace and of economic development of Asian and 
African countnes 
We all wish you well 


WORLD PEACE 

I NDIA AND TME many other countries which have attained indepen 
dcnce in the last twenty years or so are averse to any kind of 
conflict, because their objective is to buiW a new social order 
It IS mostimportantthatthesecounlnesshould be allowed to carry 
on their task in peace, Oo behalf of the people of India, I would hke 
to say that for us the most important and vital thing is the maintenance 
of peace m the world 

If the world is to live in peace, we will have to accept the policy of 
co-existence HumaniQ' is being denied the fullest advantage of the 
development and progress made in saence and technology because of 
an atmosphere of cold war, end tamoas everywhere which divert our 
attention and our resources The Moscow Test Ban Treaty was a 

Ffotn speech al World Contereoee tot Peace and lolenabODal Cot^ieration. 
New Delhi November li 



108 


SPEECHES OF PRIME MINISTER LAL BAIUDUR SIIASTRl 


welcome achievement Wc are hoping that there will be further progress 
m this direction Nothing has happened so far but we cannot afford 
to be pessimistic This Conference will strengthen those who want to 
work for disarmament and peace Countnes which do not possess 
nuclear weapons or nuclear devices for destructi\e purposes should 
stand umted and raise their voices against nuclear development 
It would be suicidal for India to enter into the arena of nuclear 
weapons Wc have to spend each and every pie at our disposal 
for die betterment of our people, for improving the lot of the weaker 
elementsinoursoaety Totlunkofinanufactunng bombs and invest- 
ing miUions and millions of rupees for that work would mean 
impoverishing our people and causing further misery to them In 
these circumstanas, purely from the practical point of view, I do feel 
that India cannot afford to adopt any other policy 

Non alignment can help us to ai^teie disannament as well as pea« 
Through non alignment, we increase and expand the area of peace 


ATONDC EXPLOSIONS IN CHINA 

I HAVE received your letter of the 17th of October, 1964, on the atomic 
explosion conducted by China, the previous day, along with a state- 
ment issued by the Govermnent of the People’s Repubhe, 

2 . Your Excellency’s letter and the statement repeat the same argu- 
ments and make the same proposal which you made m July August 
1963, when the nations of the world were preparing to sign the Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty, which Your Excellency’s Government refused to 
subscribe to 

3 As you are aware, over a hundred nations have since adhered to 
that Treaty and the international commuiuty has repeatedly bailed the 
Treaty as a significant landmark in the quest of humaiuty for 
^eral and complete disarmament The cessation of atmospheric test 
explosions, whiA followed, also reduced radio-acuvity in the 
atmosphere and amscquently the hazards to health which these 
explosions were infiicting on the innocent inhabitants of the earth. This 
was the first time m the history of mankind that the peoples of the world 
took a concrete step towards the ultimate objective of a disarm^ world 
Since then, the mtemauonal commumty has taken several steps in that 

RmSS S**®” & ^ *n?“**' StUs Council of th* Peoplw 
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concerned to reach an agreement to suspend expertments with such 
^scapo^s'^ He hoped that the People’s Republic of China, m harmony 
with the majority of the countries of the world, would subscribe to the 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which was not only a step towards general 
and complete disarmament, but also of great significance m saving 
humanity from the death-dealing fall-out resulting from explosions in 
the atmosphere 

5 Ircgrct to say that Your Excellency’s Government has belied this 
hope and ignored the appeal of the peoples of the world The radio- 
active fall out from the Chinese explosion has traversed the atmos- 
phere of the globe, spreading its unhealthy debns over the peoples of 
the world It has also given a set-back to the cfTorls being made by the 
intcmaiional community to prevent the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and to bnng the world nearer to its goal of general and 
complete disarmament 

6 In your letter, last year. Your Excellency had ignored con- 
ventional disarmament This particular aspect of the matter cannot be 
absent m any proposal from the People’s Republic of China which has 
the largest army m the world, not including millions of armed men la 
(he Chinese milida In your last letter, Your Excellency had also 
proposed a Summit Conference which was to consider the question of 
prohibition and destruction of all nuclear weapons and of tabng certain 
measures as initial steps These initial steps included the establishment 
of nuclear free zones, including one which would cover China, and 
bind her to refraining from the export or import of nuclear weapons or 
technical data for their manufacture, and the cessation of all nuclear 
tests This lime. Your ExccUcnqi has omitted these suggestions, as 
the People’s Republic of China, m complete disregard of its own pro- 
posals, has now established China as a nuclear weapons zone, rather 
than a non nuclear zone, and conducted a nuclear weapons test ex- 
plosion Now Your Excellency only suggests that the step to be 
taken should be that nuclear powers should not use nuclear weapons 
■Ihcre IS no reference to the non manufacture of weapons, the non- 
possession of weapons or the non testing of weapons 

7 In the reply we had sent to your last communication, we had 
pointed out that the problems of general and complete disarmament, 
including nuclear and conventional arms, were ^ghly complicated 
matters requiring a lot of detailed work and were not matters which 
could be debated and settled at a lar^ conference of the kind proposed 
by Your Excellency By their very nature, these intneate issues need to 
be negouated m smaller committees and often at the level of experts, as 
wasbeingdonefay the Umted Nations We agreed that it was essential 
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multilateral force, freedom for the remaimog colonics and 
programmes of assistance to developing countries 
(iiO The balance of payments problem of the UK- 
(fv) India’s programmes of development and India's defence needs 
As the House knows I had not gone to the United Kingdom with any 
specific requests or proposals This exchange of views was, hovicver, 
very useful The Prime Minister of UK and his colleagues stressed the 
the importance of having frequent opportunities at various levels to 
exchange vicR^ in an informal manner so as to understand one another’s 
points of view even if no agreement could be reached on certain 
speafic matters They felt that in the complex and difficult world 
situation personal discussions of this nature would help the larger 
interest of world peace and disarmament and assist Ihe promotion of 
economic and social progress, particularly in the developing countries 
One of the matters which is of special importance to India and which 
has attracted much attention in the UK also is that of the recent 
explosion of a nuclear device by China and its impact on the nuclear 
policy of the Government of India Our views on this question are lAell 
known India is determined to pursue the path of peace and to work 
for the elimination of the nuclear menace which faces mankind today 
The non nuclear countries in particular have to give senous thought 
to this matter and the Government of India ore already in Couch mth 
several other governments on this question Equally, it is the responst' 
bilityofthe great nuclear powers, particularly the USA and the USSR, 
to tiunk of concrete steps for the eUimnaUon of the threat that over- 
hangsmankind Wcmuslnolforgeithatthenucleardangerisa menace 
to the jieople of the whole world Our views were stated categoncally 
and they were welcomed 


THE STNO-INDIAN DISPUTE 

I TAKE THIS opportuni^ of restating our position on the question 
of China’s aggr^sion and claims on our temtoiy in order to 
remove any possible misunderstanding 

Some tune after the Chinese had committed aggression on our 
borders, the Colombo proposals were formulated by certain fnendly 
countries The Government of India accepted these propsals, but 
the Chinese Government did not do so Later, the Ceylonese Prime 
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IVDU AND nUNCE 1J3 

Minister consulted us on the question of ciyilian check posts in the 
dcmilitanscd zone of Ladakh, In reply, the Govenunent of India 
indicated their willingness to agree to there being no posts of cither 
side in the said demilitarised zone Since then, there have been no 
further developments In this context, the question of any negoUations 
docs not arise at presenL 

The Gosemment of India believe m the pursuit of peace and in 
settlement by mutual discussions provided always that such discussions 
can be held consistently with the honour and dignity of the country 


INDU AND FRANCE 

I NDIA ANDFRAStashavea very old rehtionshipand have alnnys re- 
mained friends Hicre was a time when some parts of India were 
under French rule The whole country was under Bnush rule. We 
fought for our freedom and I must say that the Bniish parted with great 
crace and we attained our independence I must also compliment the 
French Ooiemment for the way they gave up their colonies to India 
Since then our bonds have become even stronger and we have come 
much closer to each other 

Since independence, our mam problem bos been that of the econo- 
mic development of our country We have made considerable progress, 
but «e haie still to go wry far We are a poor country and we 
have to do our utmost to raise the living standard of our people We 
want to build up a new social order in which every man and woman will 
get the basic necessities of life We believe in socialism and we do not 
want any monopolies m our country In fact, wc desire an equitable 
discribufion of our national uralth 

Wc love democracy and wc have a very large adult franchise in our 
country We have had three elections, perhaps the biggest eIe«ioas m 
the world if ] may say so, in which millions of people have exercised 
their franchise These elections have been peaceful and iC has shown 
(hat dCBiacTscy has gat a strong foothold m India. We Itsie as our 
objective democrat as well as a radical economic change so that we 
have political, social and economic freedom In this process of develop- 
ment, France has also been very helpful in trade and commerce Wc 
do hope that there will be further expansion and we greatly welcome 

Speech U a dainet s >eo UJ benour of Moniieur Ponw doo, PruM Mjaister of 
Trance at R^irarati Bliavaa. New Detbv February 8 196S 
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the cooperation and collaboration we have received from rrance in 
connection with dinercnt projects and industncs 

In international matters, we believe m peace and disarmament I 
know France also beUev’es in these objectives and both of us have to 
work for these objectives It is important that countnes holding diffe 
rent views should live together That is wh> we laid the utmost stress 
on peaceful coexistence It is equally important that there should be 
reduction in conventional arms and the question of total disarmament 
should be cam«tly pumicd It « much more important that the 
dev'elopment of nuclear devices should come to a stop and c \ ery clTort 
shouldbcraadeforthcelunmalionofnuclcat weapons It is important 
if civilisation and humanity arc to survive 


COOPERATION WITH AFGHANISTAN 


Y ouk visrr is most welcome to us, Afghanistan has fought fonts 
independence and preserved it, 1 know yours is a freedom loving 
country and that j ou beUeve in the freedom of all countnes in the world 
Your are wholly opposed to colonialism. It is indeed regreitable that 
we should siiU have colonies in this world There are Portuguese 
colonics which are a matter of shame to humanity and to all of us We 
have also m our midst South Afnca where something is happening which 
IS ununderstandable and unimaginable to all of us We cannot con 
ceivc that the kind of Apartheid they are observing could be possible m 
the present-day world 

Having attained our freedom, the most important problem for m 
IS that of economic development, induslnal progress and progress in the 
agncultuial sector also Our achievement ui the mduslnal sector has 
been significant and I am glad that Your Excellency will get an oppor 
tunity to see something of what we have done dunng the last fiAcen 
yearn 

Afghanistan and India have many co mm on problems I know 
your m ai n problem is also that of economic development. We can 
cooperate m many matters for instance, m the matter of training of 
technical personnel, we cm be of help and assistance and we would be 
most willing to contribute our mile m this 

In international matters we see eye to eyt with ea^ other on almost 
all important problems You behove in non alignment and India also 
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Strongly believes Jn if It was oiff hte Prime Mimsfer l^ndit Jawahar- 
laJji who put forward tlus idea and pursued it to the end In spite 
of the cnonnous difficulties v,c have had to face during the last few 
years, v.e did not deviate from this poli^ and I think it has paid us in 
many ways We ha\-e accepted the policy of non alignment but not 
With any selfish motive or purpose It is ncccplabfe to us because we 
feel (hat it means independence to thinking and action It expands the 
sphere of peace and it helps In accepting and adopUng the policy of 
co-cxistcncc I know Afghanistan also believes m coexistence and it 
IS important that in pursuance ofihesc policies we should work for 
disarmament and for peace ^ 

What the world needs most today is the maintenance of peace 
and the avoidance of confiicls between nations Unfortunately the 
position in South Cast Asia, specially m the Indo>Chma sector, is fraught 
With difilculues and we have suggested that the conflict which is going on 
there at the present moment should be stopped and the dilTerent parties 
concerned should meet and discuss amongst themselves We have also 
suggested that a Geneva Conference type of meeting might be held so 
that there is a dialogue between the countnes concerned and others 
who are interested This conflict must not escalate 

The world as a whole 1$ full of problems and difliculues and it is 
most important that every country which loves its freedom and wants 
to maintom us independence and sovereignty should work for peace 
and try to see that there is disarmameat lo the world which alone will 
lead to real peace 


VICTNAM 

T he question of Vietnam is uppermost m the minds of our people 
and of people all over the world today We have always stnven for 
the success of the Geneva Agreement, and tried to see that there is no 
breach of the agreement and no conflict Unfortunately, the posiuoo 
has becoote raffter deUcste We had rsade an appeal lhat the present 
hosulities should come to an end, that the two parties concerned should 
stop fighting The other thing we had suggest was that there should 
be another Geneva Conference It is a very difficult problem and there 
seems to be no immediate soluuon m sight. Therefore, we feel that 
even those not directly interested might meet for mutual consultations 

Ftota tep\y lo dtfbale on PrtsIieBl* Arfdrejs, Ralxs S*bh», Msfch 9 1965 
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which alone could point to some kind of soluUon We have also 
wntten to different Governments m this regard, and there has been, 
Beneially speaking, a favourable response The countries we wrote to 
have generally supported the idea that there should be some kind of 
ioinl appeal to end the present hosuliUes, and that there should be some 
kind of conference also I think that it is in the interest of world peace 
that these suggestions ate accepted We will do our level best to 
move m this matter and see that something positive is done 


CLOSE TIES ^VITH NEPAL 

S EVERAL MOVTSS ago, His Majesty the King of Nepal kindly incited 
me to pay a visit to Kathmandu I went there on Apnl 23 for a 
short MSit of about two days As 1 said m Nepal, there are no problems 
of any unportaoce or consequence between our two countnes, and our 
relations with Nepal are m a very good and healthy stale My visit to 
Nepal was, therefore, a goodwffl visit in every sense of the tejin 
Hts Majesty’s Government and the people of Nepal accorded us 
a wann and affectionate reception This is symbolic of the fnendship 
of the Government and people ofNcpaJ for our Government and people 
I should like to take this opportunity of thaokingHis Majesty’s Govern' 
meat for the hospitality they exteaded to us 

I had the opportunity of a cordial and fnendly exchange of vie«^ 
with His Majesty and wjlh the Chairman of His Majes^s Council of 
Ministers, Shn Surya Bahadur Thapa. We exchanged view^ on the 
world situaUon and the recent developments m Asia and I am glad to 
infoim the House that, as stated in the joint communique issued on the 
conclusion of my visit to Nepal, these talks were diaractensed by a 
* broad measure of umty and idenuty of purpose and approach” on all 
these matters. His Majes^s Government agree with us that so far as 
the developing countnes of the world, including Nepal and India, are 
concerned, there is no acceptable alternative to the poliaes and pnn- 
aples of non alignment and peaceful co-existence, which we hare 
pursued hitherto 

I was glad to see that Nepal is making progress in the economic, 
social and other spheres of her national life I am glad to inform the 
House that His MajesQr’s Government are appreciative of the assistance 
which we have been able to extend The numerous projects being 
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constructed m coUaboration with ourselves are making rapid progress 
and the Government of Nepal coov^ed to me their satisfaction at the 
speed of progress on these projects 

His Majesty the King inaugurated the Kosi barrage on Apnl 24 
at a moving ceremony at the site which was attended by a vast number 
ofpeople, Indian as well as Nepalese This project is an impressive 
symbol of Indo-Ncpal cooperation in removing hunger and poverty 
and in bringing a better and a fuller hfe within the grasp of our two 
peoples I laid the foundation of the Kosi canal during the same 
ceremony 

In conclusion, lain glad to say that I have returned from Nepal rem 
forced in my belief that the friendship between our two countries is 
lasting Trust and sympathy arc the hallmark of our relations with 
Nepal Goodwill between the two countnes and their peoples is plcnti 
ful, and the desire for cooperation for mutual benefit is all too evident 
Because of the geographic contiguity of the two countries and the 
numerous other bonds that tie them together, the dealings between our 
two Governments are extensive In the course of the conduct of these 
relations at all levels, some miaordifficulties are bound to be experienced 
by one side or the other, but there is no reason to think that these 
difficulties cannot be resolved by mutual consultation to the satisfaction 
and advantage of both countries In fact, this is happening every day 
Apart from high level visits and cons^tauons officials of the two 
countnes meet practically every other month to resolve minor difficulties 
as they anse and to promote and cany forward the cooperation which 
is vital to both countnes 

I have extended an inviUiUon to His Majesty the King to visit India 
and he has graciously accepted our mvitation I have also invited Shn 
Thapa, Qiainnaa of the Council of Ministwa, to visit our country and he 
has very kindly agreed We shall look forward to their visits 


IHE GIFT OF HUENDSHIP 


( T HAVE absolutely no doubt that the ties of friendship between India 
^ -L and the Soviet Umon will grow stronger with each passing year 
I leave for the Soviet Umon tomorrow on a goodwill visit India and 
the Soviet Union arc close fnends who have an identical approach on 
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many issues There are absolutely no problems between us The two 
countries have collaborated m many fields Only recently we cele- 
brated the tenth anniversary of Indo-Soviet economic cooperation 
Bhilai, Barauni, Neyveli, the Heavy Machinery Plant at Ranchi and 
the Heavy Electrical Equipment Plant at Hardwar are some out- 
standing examples of economic cooperation Bokaro will soon be 
added to this impressive list These projects will remain the most 
abiding and the most chenshed monuments of Soviet Indian friendship 
Jawaharlalji used to say, The Soviet Union has given us many 
precious gifts, the most precious gift of these is fncodship’. I can 
do no better than to echo these sentiments ^ 


•/ COMMON OMECnvES WITH USSR 

Y our Excellency, Mr Prune Minister, Your Excellencjcs, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 

My colleagues and I have been in your country for just a few hours 
We are greatly impressed by the warmth and cordiality with which we 
have been received My predecessor, Jawaharlal Nehru, always 
had the most vivid impressions of the deep feehngs of fnendship for 
India which are entertained by the people of the Soviet Umon 

I would like to express my warm appreciation of the kind references 
you ha>c made to my country and people I would hke to assure you 
that we m India have the highest regard and affection for the Soviet 
Union and the people of your great country 
{^T^e" Soviet Umon was one of the first coimlnes with which we esta- 
blished diplomatic relations after the of freedom m our country 

We did so in the coaviction that the development of fncndly relations 
between our two counines was necessary not only in the interKts of 
our two peoples but also in the larger interests of peace throughout the 
world 

Over the years there has been a most remarkable development in 
our relations in the pobucaL economic and cultural fields The close 
and evergrowing understanding and cooperation between our two 
countries on many vital mtemational questions is a lasting tribute to 
the success of the poli<^ of iieaceful co-existence between States with 
different political, social and economic systems to which both our 
Governments steadfastly subserft^P' 

Hleplf to the toast at the litntjuel *iveo by the Soviet Prime Minister Moscow 
May 12. t96S^l 
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(\Vc are particularly gratified by the constant understanding and 
respect >our Goiemmcnt has shonii for our policy of non alignment 
This policy IS not based on considerations of expediency but finds its 
roots m the history and tradition of our country from ancient limes 
In the context of today xve are firmly connneed that the policy of 
non alignment and peaceful ccKxistence is the best means of preserv- 
ing our independence and sovereignty We has'e adhered to this policy 
in spile of the senous pressures and threats to our independence and 
temtonal integrity w'e have been subjected to It is no exaggeration 
for me to say that our ability to pursue this policy has to a large extmit 
been due to the undcrstan^ng and support which your Government 
ha s exte nded to this policy/^ 

Qt has been a source of great satisfaction to us to sec the develop- 
inem of close understanding and cooperation between our two countries 
on many vital international questions At the Umied Nations and 
other international forums, our delegations have cooperated ffuitfully 
in the pursuit of common objectives Your support on some vital 
issues concerning India has been deeply appreciated by our Govern- 
ment and people and has forged unbreakable bonds of friendship 
betv,-eeQ us 

The close cooperation and understanding which so happily exists 
in the approach of our two countnes to various international problems 
flows from our common quest for peace and our common desue to 
eliminate war It is for this reasou that both our countnes are totally 
opposed to the use of force for the settlement of international dispute^ 
Similarly, we share the view that general and complete disannameot 
must be achieved as early as possible if mankind is to be saved from the 
threat of complete nniuhilatio^ The Test Ban Treaty which was 
signed in this histone aty two yeaw ago was a significant fint step on 
the way to disarmament India was one of the fot countnes to sign 
this treaty Unfortunately, not all countnes have found it possible 
to subscribe to this treaty and the world now faces the dangerous 
consequences of an unrestneted proliferation of nuclear weapons 
international community has to address itself with the utmost senous 
fle.Y Ar Oift' piviibrir if iiwv at A? Ji? gmnwmsaf aha* fj^sapewf jaf 

mass dcstnictjon will not pass into the hands of a larger number of 
countnes, thereby resulUng in a senous threat to the secunty of the 
world It IS a matter of great satisfaction that our Governments have 
alwmys worked in close coordination mail matters relating to disarma- 
ment It IS our hope that the current session of the United Nations 
Disarmament Commission wfll mean positive progress in this field 
and that its deliberations will lead to the Eighteen Nation Disarmament 
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Committee resuming its work with a greater sense of direction and 
purpose as soon as possible 

t^l^vrould like to express our gratitude for the substantial economic 
assistance S' c have received from the Soviet Union during our second 
and third Five Year Plan penods The vanous schemes and projects 
which have been implemented with Sovjrt aid have gone a long way 
in creating a base for the economic structure we arc planning to build 
in our country The Bhilai Steel Project is one of many lasting monu- 
ments to the close and friendly cooperation between our countries xn 
the economic field We arc now engaged in working out the frame- 
work for our fourth Five Year Plan and 1 am glad to hear that my 
colleague Mr AsoVa Mehta has had fruitful discussions with representa- 
tives of jour Government on the basis of which our long term economic 
cooperation can be coordinated for the mutual berefil of both our 
countnes and peoples 

MrJThairman, for me personally Uus is truly a voyage of dis- 
prcvKJUsly had the privilege of meeting several dis- 
tinguished leaders of your great country during Iheir visits to fodia 
I was also anxious to meet the fncndly and warm hearted people of 
the Soviet Union and their leaders and to feel the glow of that close 
friendship which illumines our mutual relationship We in India 
are now going through the first stages of industrial revolution Wc 
arc making strenuous efforts to improve the living standards of the 
millions of our country Your country, Mr Chain^n, has already 
advanced far tow ards the completion of this process (you have achieved 
marvels in the field of science and technology and have even enabled 
man to conquer space (Wc adnure you and we congratulate you on 
your achievements We arc also happy m the ihou^l that in so many 
spheres of economic activity in our country, we are successfully col- 
laborating with the Soviet Union and are steadily but surely progres- 
sing towards the establishment m our country of a socialist soacty m 
which there will be no senous incqualiUes ^tween the nch and the 
poor and m which all our people will be assured of a reasonable standard 
of living^ 

I fully share your view, Mr Prune Minister, that the close and 
fncndly ties which have developed between our two countnes are in 
the interests of our people and of world peace itself May I request 
you. Excellencies, Ladies and Gentleinen, to join me m dnnking a 
toast to the health of the Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet, His Excellency Mr Mikoyan, to the health of the Chairman of 
the Counefl of Ministers of the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics, 
His Excellency Mr Kosygm, to the welfare andprospentyofthe Soviet 
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people and to the further consolidation and strengthening of Tndo 
Soviet friendship 


Tim CONSCIENCE OF Tire \AORLI> 

M r Rector, Dear Fnends. 

I am deeply touched by your very kind welcome Words fail 
me in expressing my grawude to you for the aflection ihoivn to me I 
am sorry to have been late It was on account of important discussions 
I was having with Mr Bfczhncv He did not allow me to get up 
There svas no allcmauve. As a guest. 7 bad to remain seated there 
I am m the hands of the Soviet authorities, a prisoner, but a pnsoncr of 
love 

I am very happy to have this opportunity of seeing with my owti 
eyes how the world of fnendship u ^ing built in the minds and hearts 
of the youth of s-anous countries This is a laudable experiment. 
The only way to build peace and fnendship among the peoples of the 
world is by bringing them together m institutions like this where they 
can open their hearts and minds to the fresh winds of thought that 
blows from all parts of (he world I believe that the seeds of fnendship 
sown in institutions liiie this are bound to take deep root and grow in 
time to come If the leaders of the world could joio and discuss tbmp 
in a fnendly and peaceful atmosphere such as you have here, most 
international problems could be solved without any dilSculty what' 
ever You arc the future leaders of your countries and of the world 
and I Wish you every suwessm carrying the message of fncndsbp, 
of world peace, and of human undcntanding from the portals of this 
university to your own countnes You have to bang about by your 
Sincere and earnest efforts a world where man will respect his fdlow- 
men and where the colour of one's skin, or one’s political or rcbgious 
creed will not be forces that dmde ^ 

/jjwo }j3ppytlut more than a hundred and forty students from India 
arc studying m this institution We are grateful to the Soviet Union 
for having given this opportunity to our students to study in vanons 
fields of science and technology al this umversity I hope that our 
students will bring credit to themselves, to their country and to this 
institutfonN 


Mitm at PiiendsUp Univerety MoKow M»y 14 1965 
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Mr Rector, at a time when tension and strife are once again lending 
to divert the attention of the world from the path of peace and progress, 
it seems necessary to maVe special clTorts to stress those higher values 
of amity and goodwill to which both our countries arc irrevocably 
devoted Mahatma Gandhi who generated, shaped and guided India’s 
struggle for independence proclaimed and earned into cfiect the policy 
that even a colonial power could be fought by peaceful methods and 
without feelings of bitterness and animosity The world’s conscience 
today has to be roused ngainst the forces of stnfc and destruction 
The leaders and people of India and Soviet Union are working together 
m this direction In this great tasks your University and other similar 
institutions can play a truly effective role 

It was India that led the battle of freedom against impenalisnu 
We fought it with a special technique and we won our freedom in about 
twenty five years The leaders of India, Gandhiji and Jawaharlalji, 
always said that India would never be satisfied unless all Asian and 
African countries achieved freedom I am glad to say that soon 
after the attainment of independence by India, freedom came to the 
countnes of Asia I am happy that most of the counlnes of Africa have 
achieved independence There are sUll some counln« which are 
under foreign subjugation India stands apinst colonialism We 
feel that there wiH ^ no peace unless all colonies have attained freedom 
and there « no subjugation in any part of the world I would especially 
like to refer to the Portuguese colonies of Mozambique and Angola, 
to Southern Rhodesia and to the policies pursued in South Afnra. 
The people of these counlnes are waging a battle against colonialists 
and undergoing temble suffering- There is no alternative for the 
people but to accept these sufferings and go ahead with their battle 
With courage and detenmnaUon 1 would like to convey to them the 
moral support of the people and the Government of India I have 
no doubt that India, the Soviet Umon and all non aligned countnes 
mil stand by these freedom filters till they have achieved indepen- 
dence 

Mr Rector, I wish you every success in the unique experiment that 
you have launched here, and through you I wish to convey to all the 
students of the eighty three countnes who study here my best Wishes 
for success in their work Thank you 



RECAVTURING TIIE ATMOSPHERE OF PEACE 

■RyfR ciiAfRifAN, Youf ExccUcncjcs and Fncnds, 

^Vi. I reel greatly honoured to partiapate jn this function and heartily 
rcaprocatc the <varm feelings s^hjch you have expressed From my 
point of view this « an ntremcly important occassion when I am 
meeting (he leaders of a country which has strong lies of fnendshtp 
wath India. I want to tell Your Excellenaes that the people of India 
bate the highest regard for the people of USSR and that they cherish 
this deep and growing friendship between ourselves 

While Gowmments can give the lead in cementing fnendly relations 
between countries, the consolidation of such friendship depends m 
the ultimate analj^ts on the cflbrts of the people themselves The 
people of India and the people of the Soviet Union have already 
demonstrated that they are united together by genuine, strong and 
abiding bonds of fneodship 

f^jOurmutualrelationsarcbasednoiupon any temporary expedients 
but Upon the sincere realisation that the larger interest of humanity 
can be served best by promoting and enlarging the area of peace Our 
close rcIaUonship is not directed against the interests of any other 
counto' or any other people On the contrary, we both earnestly 
ss'Uh that all (he countries of the world should be united together by 
sunilar feebngs of mutual regard and close understanding Our 
nussfoa would be completed only when that day dawns 

The father of the Indian nation, Mahatma Gandhi and our great 
national leader, (he builder of modem India, Jawaharlal Nehru ahvays 
conceived of the freedom of India only as a part of the freedom of the 
oppressed nations all over the world Gandhi and Nehru were men of 
great vision and unbounded idealism They taught us to believe 
that the freedom and independence of India would be incomplete so 
long as any country anywhere in the world continued to be under 
foreign domination V^ca, therefore, we attained our mdepcndcncc, 
we did not think that the journey’s end had come We knew that the 
processor hbcraUonhadjmtbcpmand that wehadstilltoiravcnea 
long roadwhichlayaheadofus Itu for this reason that throughout 
these years we have given strong support to all the peoples who have 
fouglit for independence from colonial domination The people of 
India are clear m their belief chat peace can be established throughout 
the world only when the last vestiges of colonialism have been eliminated. 

I want, therefore, to reiterate today how strongly we support the 
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aspirations of the people of countnes such as Angola, Mozambique, 
Southern Rhodesia and South Afnca for independence and for freedom 
from foreign rule I am happy that in the noble task of fighting colo 
malism and impenahsm, the Soviet Union and India have always 
stood shoulder to shoulder m the United Nations 

Often I wonder why even today certain colonial countnes should 
still wish to chng to their colonies These powers should not in my 
opimon Ignore the realities of the situation In fact they should heed 
world opmion which solidly supports the hberation movement of all 
countnes which are still ruled by colonial powers It is absolutely 
essential that the colonies must get their fre^om as early as possible 
Although a number of countnes have already altamed their indepen 
dence, colonialism still persists and this must be eliminated from the 
face of the earth so that men everywhere may live m freedom and with 
a sense of national digmty 

We are most unhappy at the situation in Yletnam which is a great 
danger to peace We want peace to be restored throughout Vietnam 
AU outside interference should cease and the people of Vietnam should 
be able to live their lives m freedom and with dignity Every endeavoor 
should be made to bnng about the stoppage of armed conflict and 
wean away the parties concerned from the battlefield to the conference 
table There can be no military solution to the Vietnam problem I 
have already said pubbely that the bombmgs m North Vietnam should 
stop and the nght atmosphere shoidd be created for a peaceful solution 

India and Soviet tlmon both firmly beheve m the pobey of peace 
and peaceful co-existence Peace is essenUal for the preservation of 
humanity in this thermo nuclear age The only alternative to peaceful 
coexistence is complete destruction and even total annihilation 
We must, therefore, cooperate amongst ourselves in the task of 
strengthening peace and promoting international amity and goodwill 
We must also not lose sight of the fact that peace is indivisible and that 
a threat of war anywhere is a threat to peace everywhere It is my 
sincere hope and earnest expectation that India and Soviet Umon 
wiU together provide mighty support to the forces of peace in this 
strife tom world 

Wc strongly bebeve that the pnmary responsibihty of countnes 
which have secured independence from colonial domination is to 
provide rebef to their people who have suffered so long under foreign 
rule All attention has to be concentrated on economic development 
with a View to providmg adequate food, clothing shelter, education 
and medical faohUes to the people by the establishment of a just 
economic and social order Peace is thus of vital importance to the 
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developing countries Those who seek to create an atmosphere 
of strife and to build up tensions arc no friends of the dewlopmg 
countries In fact, they compel the developing countries to divert 
their limited resources from projects for economic development to 
armament for national defence 

•(^c most senous threat to pcare in the world today as I sec it is 
from the proliferation of nuclear weapons^ The Soviet Union has 
taken initiative in promoting measures for arresting the further spread 
of nuclear v\ capons Moscow Test Dan Trea^ was clearly designed 
for this purpose WIicTcas your country is trying to promote 
measures for nuclear disarmament, Quna has detonated another 
nuclear device This further undcrhocs the importance and the urgency 
of the problem of control and eventual ehmmauon of nuclear weipons 
We in India firmly believe that unless effective measures arc taken 
to control the nuclear menace mthmo short time, the world may well 
reach the point of no return ] ask you, my fnends, to bestow the 
most senous consideration you can on this danger to mankind and to 
evoh^ appropriate measures to fight this mena^^ 

V,^ile India pursues steadfastly the policy of non alignment sod 
pMcETuI co<xisience, certain countnes are casting covetous eyes on 
our temtones and ore attempting to violate our frontiers lo this 
manner our temional integnty and national sovereignly is threatened 
We as a people believe in peace and m the pursuit of peaceful methods 
even for the settlement of international disputes We ore prepared 
always to sic together and discuss sudi disputes as may anse But if 
the path of peace and negotiation Is discarded and agression ts com- 
mitted, vieare duty bound tosafeguanJ our freedom and to defend 
our frontiers In such a situation we would consider no sacrifice too 
great Our responsibility for the preservation of our freedom is higher 
than any other responsibility I want to make it clear that wc have 
no desire whatsoever to lake even an inch of any other country's 
territory In fact such an idea never even occurs to our mind At 
the same lime vve are determined that we shall not allow any part of 
OUT own temtory to be annexed by force fey^y other country, no 
niatlcr_vvhat its alignment and what its poweQ 
^Vc still believe sincerely that if the worl£f5lo live la peace at ^ 
there must be total disarmament, both nuclear and convention^ 

We congratulate the Soviet Government on taking the imtiauve in 
regard to nuclear weapons by pressing the Moscow Test Ban Treaty 
It was an iinportani step towards the achievement of nuclear disarma- 
ment, but only the first step We hope Uiat this will lead to the banning 
of all nuclear tests, including undciground tests, and to the banning of 
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the use of nuclear capons throughout the world We also hope that 
total and general disarmament by stages and with adequate means of 
international control and inspection will be achieved in our lifetime and 
mthe not too distant future lean assure you that my Government 
and my people mil work wholeheartedly in cooperation with you and 
with other peace loving countries for this cause 

Your Excellencies, although my country ts facing a difficult situa* 
tion on Its borders, we arc suUjlctermmed to go ahead with plans for 
our econoiiuc development ^ As are perhaps aware, India has 

launched a senes of Hva Yeaf^anx to improve the economic condi 
tions of our people and to give social and economic content to our 
poliucal frecdornj Yet we are stnvmg hard, with the voluntary co- 
operation of all diir people, to meet these problems, to raise the standard 
of living of our people, to indusinalisejiur country and to achieva the 
aims enshnned in our Constitution (jYc bcheve in the equality of aD 
races and religions, wc believe in the equality of men, we believe in 
soaalism, and we hope we can achieve these objectives in our own 
way, according to^ur own genius, and mainly through the efforts 
of our own people^ 

The GovemmenrMd people of India ore happy that (atndly 
relations have alwnys existed between our two countries They are 
conDdent that these relations will ever grow stronger Our trade with 
the Soviet Union has been doubled in the last three years and 1 hope 
It Will rc-double itself m the next five years We believe that our 
friendship IS to the mutual benefit of both our oountnes and peoples 
C^My visit to the Soviet Union has convinced me that the Soviet and 
Indian people can together be a most potent factor for world peace 
Your ^cellenctes, let us make no mistake The world has once 
again begun to dnft away from the path of peace towards the path 
of strife. The highest degree of statcsmanslup is needed to prevent 
the conung conflict Let us resolve that together we will c»nlnbutc to 
the emergence of that statesmanlike leadership which can yet recapture 
the atmosphere of peace It ts m this wider context that we should 
view the importance of the fnendly ties that bind us togeth^ 

My \'S>k ua ea.p’Aal siS Mvjwk •Kv’ScSrrA Vo 
a close toni^t when I leave for Lcmngrad During the days I have 
been here, I have been overwhelmed by the warmth of affection which 
the leaders and the people of your great country have showered upon 
my wife and myself The Soviet people are w-armly human, straight- 
forward and genume I want to assure Your Excellencies that the 
450 milhoQ people of India reaprocaie heartily these feehngs and I 
would ask the Soviet people to accept the greetings and good wishes 
of all my countrymen for your well h«ng and prospenty 



FARE^^XLL TO MOSCOW 

IpVEARrRirSDsandcaizeMor ihe great Sovjct Union I bnng you 
the Harm and fnendly greeting of the Government and the 
450 million people of India I wshyou every success in jour noble 
effort of budding up your country and in trying to sprwd fnendship, 
understanding and peace throughout the world We in India are also 
engaged in the great adicnturcof budding up our country in vanoos 
fields— political, soaal, cconoimc, cultural, scienufic and oiliers As 
youlkoow, we suffered from 200 )caf3 of colonial rule and uehaveto 
male up for lost time and telescope centuries into decades and decades 
into years In tins great task of building up our country and 
helping the maintenance of peace, we f«l greatly encouraged by the 
sympathy, understanding and active support of tic Government and 
thcjjeople of this great country 

C^e have always admired your Government’s policy of peace and 
peaceful co-eustcnce which, as your leaders told me, ts a fundamental 
principle of your foragn policy since the days of the great Lemn- We 
have obo, since the banning of out struggle for independence under 
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, dedicated oursehes to this cause 
of peace Our late Prime Minister Janaharlal Nehru initiated the 
five pnnciples of peaceful co-cxistence between different social, poll 
tical and economic systems and enunaaled the pnnciples of non-aUgs* 
ment os the {« o mam pillars of our foreign policy We respect your 
policy of peaceful co-exwtcncc just as you respect our poLcy of non- 
alignment These two poliaes go hand in hand and help in the main 
(enance of peace, in the relaxation of tensions and in helping newly 
independent and developing countnes to maintain their political and 
economic independence 

The international situation is taking a dangerous turn in vanous 
parts of the world —in Asia, in Afnca and in Latin America In this 
ihcrmo-nuclear age, it is all the more necessary to follow the path of 
p«ce agd peaceful co-existencc so that the world may be saved from 
the scourge of war The only alternative to peaceful coexistence 
is a violent upheaval which will destroy the whole of humanity Peace- 
ful co-existence is not a policy of weakness but of strength, ii is 
not a policy tfiaf can lararpruamrewnA r tntreaaAygr or 
It IS a positive policy that helps the liberation of colomal lemtones and 
peoples under foreign dominacioo We hope that the remaining 
pockets of colonialism and irapenaUsm m vanous parts of the world, 
such as Angola, Mozambique, SoutberD Rhodesia, etc, will be removed 

Speech on ihe ocniton of a lelevBten appearaace £n RfoMOW Sfty iS 196S 
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IQ the very^ear future through the force of strong and powerful 
world opinion^ 

1 have been m your heroic aty only for four days today I have 
been deeply impressed by the warmth of your reception and the sin- 
centy of your feelings of friendship for my country and people We 
know how bravely you fought against Fascism and Nazism and I 
congratulate you on the recognition you recently received from your 
Government on the 20lh aumversaiy celebrations of the victory over 
Fasasm The people of the Soviet Union played a decisive role in 
this great victory over Fasasm, and were an mspinng example to all 
countries to fight agamst aggression 

We are determined to maintain the temtonal integrity and sove- 
reignty of our country. While we have no designs on the territory of 
any other country, we shall not tolerate any encroachment on our own 
territory Like you, however, we beheve in the settlement of all inter- 
national disputes through peaceful negoiiauons Wc hope that all 
other countries wiU likewise follow this path of peace and settle all 
qotttioDs through peaceful means 
^^ould like to take this opportunity of thanking the Government 
a^the people of the Soviet Union for the generous and disinterested 
help they have given to us in various fields of our econoro^ We m 
our turn are also trying to help some of our neighbouring countnes 
and other countries to the best of our ability, m streuglhening their 
economies But no country m the world can develop with foreign 
assistance alone It is, therefore, our aim to reach a self sustaimng 
stage^ mainly with the efforts of our own people 
^Our trade and ecQnonuc rdationshave developed very rapidly 
during the last few ycare^ The tenth anmversary of our economic co- 
operauon was recently celebrated with great eothusiasm by our 
people m India Bhilai and Ranchi, Ankleshwar and Baraum, 
NcyvcUi and Ranipur, are shuung examples of our cooperation in 
the new India 

C^ur trade has increased more than eight times in the last eight years 
Both our Govenunents have agreed to double it m the next eight years 
We hope that our ecowmic and trade relations will be as benefiaal to 
you^as they are to up 

CQu t cultural relations are also increasing rapidly It is necessary 
that more and more pocple from our two countnes should visit each 
other so that there is greater fellow feeling and understanding between 
us It IS ray earnest hope that our growing fnendly relations will help 
in promoting a feeling of amity and goodwill all around Let the 
fnendship between the Indian and Soviet people serve as a solid 
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foundation for understanding and cooperation amongst all the peoples 
of tvorldN 

I am leaving for Leningrad tonight and I would therefore like to 
take lease of you Allow me» my fnends to say how deeply touched 
I am by the warm alTectron nhtch has been showered upon my wife and 
myself \Vc arc carrying with m happy mcmones which we will ahvays 
cherish Once again I would ask you to accept the greetings and good 
wishes of the people of India for the happiness and well being of all 
men, women and children in this great country 


LENINGRAD 

I Ml VERY lUtPY to be m your great city It is named aRer a great 
retolutionafy in the world Lenin will lise forever in histoiy As 
long as there are weak and downtrodden people, Lenin’s words will 
be remembered AU Indians have great respect for Lenm and have 
always looked upon him with admiration Under his leadership, 
the revolution directed from this aty changed the face of the Soviet 
Union I pay my tnbutc to him 

I have seen the cemetery in Leningrad It created a great impres- 
sion on my mind A nation which is capable of such great sacn 
fices cannot be easily vanquished Five lakhs of people penshed here 
and yet the people continued to hght till victory was won This 
heroic example will be remembered forever and will continue lo 
inspire generations An attack on a nation cannot be met by a 
show of weakness, but only by resoluteness 

It has given me much pleasure to visit this great city I am grateful 
for (he affection shown by (he men and women of Leningrad w-ho were 
so charming, simple and straightforward that they woo all our hearts 
Whenever 1 come to the Soviet Union agam, I will make it a point to 
visit Leningrad, both because the people of Leningrad are so full of 
affection and because Leningrad wiU always be a source of inspiration 
to me 
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f^rpHis WAS MY first visit to the Soviet Union I am glad to have 
‘X had the opporlumty of intimate talks with the top leaders of the 
Soviet Umon These talks were frank and friendly, and the Soviet 
leaders showed understanding and sympathy for India’s point of view 
on all important matters Peace and peaceful co-existencc were the 
keynote of our discussions India greatly appreciates the policy 
of peaceful co-exisience accepted and adopted by the USSR. The 
Soviet Umon in turn appreciates our policy of non aUgnment 
Non ahgnment and peaceful co-existcnce are the basic policies which 
would undoubtedly help m the strengihemng of peace Peaceful 
co-existence is a recognition of the realities of the situation^ Every 
country wants to build itself up m accordance with its needs.'its parti- 
cular gemus and traditions Any intervention or subversion in the 
affairs of another coun!ry,^pn only lead to biltemcss and conflict 
which must be avoided ^^hatcver their pattern of Government, 
whatever their ideologies, all countries should be able to live in peace 
and amity Similarly, the fronueis between two countnes should not 
be disputed or settled through aggression There should be a peaceful 
approach to the soluuon of this problem The Soviet Umon and 
India have both accepted it as a sound policy Unfortunately some 
countries have resort^ to the use of force on our borde^ India still 
wants to settle all matters peacefully, but this cannot be achieved by 
one side alone It is essential that we protect our borders and mam- 
tauijh^intcgrity of our countiy at any cost v, 

(Jherc were unponant and useful discussions on economic probler^ 
We are thankful to the USSR for the help it has rendered to India m 
the economic field ^^tn exceedingly glad to say that the Soviet Umon 
has agreed to help usTurther m the setting up of new basic industries — 
non ferrous racial, steel, coal mining, oil, etc Soviet assistance will 
be forthcoming for the fourth Five Year Plan and I am sure the assis- 
tance will be substantia! We value this assistance as it will help us a 
good deal in the successful implcnientaljon of our Fourth Pla^^ 

This yjsiJ bas been of specja) importazics and 1 am bappy indeed 
to have received so much cordiahty and fnendship C3^y visits to 
Lemngrad, Kiev and Tashkent will be memorable to me and to my wife 
for the aflection showerc<^n us at these places^ We will cherish this 
happy memory always C^e people of Iridi^ave the same feehngs 
towards the people of the Soviet Union They^^ that cooperation 

Addms to PtcM correspoadenU at Tashkent, May t9 19£S 
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between the two coumncs is essentia! not only for the good of the 
two countries but for humanity at large Doth mil work for peace 
m full cooperation with each other and would like to maintain contacts 
for the furtherance of this noble cause t wish and hope that unity 
betnren the Sonet Union and India becomes stronger and that our 
bonds grow closer 1 caicnd my most sincere thanks to Mr Brezhnev 
and Mr Mikojan with whom I had fncndly meetings m Moscow 
They have been good enough to accept my invitation to visit Indja''t 
To Mr and Mrs Kosygin, who were good enough to accompany 
me and my wife, I convey my grateful thanks I am thankful 
that h!r Kosygin should have taken such keen interest m my prog 
ramme throughout my stay here I have etiended an invitation to Mr 
and Mrs kosypn to Visit India at thcif convenience, and I am happy 
that they have accepted my invitation 
(^iingrad and Kiev have left a lasting impression on my mind for 
the supreme sacrifice they made m the last war Their story of courage 
and detemunation will be «TiHen m lettem of gold and will always 
be n great inspiration for future generations If people fight with 
courage, there is none to defeat ihein^ 

hate a cultural agreement with the USSR under which annua! 
plans are drawn up Exchanges under this programme are conu 
nuously increasing There wiH be an eschange^ professors and 
(cientists and scholarships for two hundred student^ 

am delighted to have visited Tashkent and seen and met the 
people of this beautiful city (h looks like India. There appears to 
be so much similarity and cultural alTmlty between us. I have no 
doubt that this Republic will develop furthc^ I am deeply touched 
by the cordiality and fnendship shown to me by the people of 
Tashkent and wish to express my sincere thanks to them 
Q)ur policy on the situation in South East Asia and the policy of the 
Sowt Union arc clearly expressed w the Joint Communique^ 


TRIBUTE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE 

OF Tin: great achievements of Jawaharlal Nehru was to put India 
on the map of the world. He evolved and shaped a foreign policy 
which struck a new path in infemafional rclauons and showed a new 
way to the whole world My recent wsii to the Soviet Union was also 


Ffp/n ir*f«Ut!on of extempore ipeech made to Hindi at lUmlila jfounds, 
Delhi May 37 1963 
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an outcome of that same policy,of peace and goodwill The fnendly 
wlcome extended to me by^thc Pnme Minister, the Ministers and 
(^o\cmmcn^\ofiieials(an3rabovc all, byt^e people of the SoMct 
Union was heart-warming indeed l! is true that there has been a 
great change in India in that Jawaharlalji is no more with us The 
Soviet Union too has seen some changes in the recent past- As a 
result, both the Soviet Prune Minister and I wens in a-scnscjiew to the 
office. Es'en so the talks we had were absolutely frank and fnendly 
What I hked most about these talks was the absence of any kind of 
reservation or manouvnng- Nothing was said which w'as prompted 
by diplomacy 'Whatever they thought nght they accepted in a 
straightforward fashion If they differed on an issue, they said so 
clearly and unequivocally 1 did the same I was greatly impressed 
by the fact that in my entire stay in the USSR I had no oaasion to 
encounter equivocation or roundabout talk in any of the exchanges I 
had thcr£^ 

^urs 15 a policy of non alignment. Wc do not want to join any 
power bloc, Eastern or Wesfem « This was a policy deosion of 
Jawaharlal Nehru Ifwe align ourselves to any power bloc,! doubt 
whether we would be able to think freely or do what we consider right 
for our own country Today Nehru’s policy of non alignment has 
been adopted by many Asian and African countnes and it has struck 
roots there Wc arc commuted to the policy of non-ahgnmcnt and the 
Soviet Uruon fully supports us in this They are also whole-heartedly 
implementing the policy of co-existence amongst people of different 
ideologies and different forms ofGovcmment which had been uuUated 
by Jawaharlal Nehru and agreed to m pnnapTc by them Thus non- 
alignment and peaceful co-existence base become a base, a founda- 
tion on which peace and amity ui the world can be built We want to 
further our fnendly relations with those cqu^nines who are with us in 
ouxjiursuit of the policy of non alignment 
(We do not want war with any country It is our policy to be fnend- 
ly to all, and even to those whose ideologies and methods arc totally 
dftSA'OTf o!i!S At the ssate tunc, ss 1 ssid, waiic to 

align ourselves to any bloc. Because of this, our bonds with the Soviet 
Umon base become even closer and strongCT^ 

It is difficult to find a parallel for the palnotism and capaaty for 
sacrifice I saw in the people of the Soviet Union In Leningrad, about 
five lakh of people w ere kiUed in the fast war and about six lakh starved 
to death This supreme sacrifice of eleven lakh people m one aQi 
IS not a small ihmg Although the German Fasasts had marched 
nght up to Kiev near Stalingrad, the Russians did not lose courage 
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The men. \\oincn anJ cfnMrcn of Ihc country roused ihemseU’cs and 
clung topclher jn a heroic bid to defend themsehes and their Tatherland 
It does rtoi hehoN-c our counio. or an\ country for the natter of that 
to be rCTiurlicd by jomejmiH ic\tnct We must remember that the 
apgrcsw>r ts aHaji at an advaniage. at were Fascist Germany and 
Italy Nobody can forcibly occupy a country of 4<0 million people 
if thev base Inner strength, Ime for tlicir motliertand and the capacity, 
for sacrifice 1 saw the truth of this for myself in Leningrad It 
v-at the essence of Jav.^haItaI Nehru's message that escry Indian 
should work with dcsofion for the nation and be prepared for eiery 
saenf ctt for the take of the country Ai the same lime it is tn.c that 
VC want to asoid war, although \ve cannot succeed in preventing it 
entirely an our own, without cooperation from the other party The 
seriousness of the situation will be brought home to us if we consider 
that once it starts no war today can remain a local affair 

Jawahatlal Nehru was a atircn of the world The suffenngs 
of people anywhere m the world pained him as much as did the misenej 
of his owm countrymen Today we arc enpeed m the big task that 
was so dear to the heart of our departed leader, of fgliting potrly 
and unenptoyrrem m our couotrj Wc wall not rwl till the lot of the 
common man ii improieJ C\^c are grateful to the countries from 
which w-c reccise loans and assistance for our Plans But we must 
rencmbcr that w-e have to sircngihtn our hands and stand on our 
owm f«t Wc shall shortly ha\e to dispense with this aid W'e may 
not ha>e enough to cat or wear, but we cannot depend on others in* 
definitely It is not desirable for us to get under the pressure of loans 
and aid from other countries We must be prepared to defend the 
country oursehei and dnelop it through our own effort^ This is 
what Jawiharbl Nehru taught us 
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PAKISTAN’S ACGRESSIOV ON THE KUTai BORDER 

' I ’Hts House may tale into consideration the situation which has 
arisen as a result of repeated and continuing attacks by Pakistan s 
armed forces on the Kutch border 'Th'rc have been senous and 
frequent engagements Our m'm arc defending our frontiers with 
esemplaiy \alour and I should like to te!l them that this House and 
all the people of this country stand solidly behind them and snlf consider 
no sacrifice too great to meet this ehallence to our tcmtonal 
integrity 

The situation which we are facing today is undoubtedly gns'c I 
think the House would like to base a connected account of the events 
leading up to the situation (hat exists today 

During the last few months Pakistan has been resorting pcnodicaJly 
to firing and clashes at scseral points on the Indo-Palastan border 
both m the east and in the ss-est Our men have taken defensive action 
at all these points cficctiwly, but with great restraint The clashes 
on the Kutch border arc the latest m the senes of inadenls which 
Pakistan has chosen to indulge in 

Some time ago, Pakistani patrols were noticed moving on a track 
close (0 the Kutch Sind borders On being challenged by our patrols 
the Pakistani patrols claimed that they were moving on a track which 
was (he old customs track and within Pakistan temfory It was also 
noticed that Pakistan had occupied Knnjarkot and established a stand 
ing post there In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Ground Rules 
tlic Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Rajkot Rangers look up 
the matter with the Director-General West Pakistan Rangers and 
called for a meeting to discuss the situation and to determine the 
status quo The Director General West Pakistan Rangers did not 
attend but sent his local Commanderwhohad a meeting with the DIG 
Rajkot Rangers This, however, led to no result and encounters 
between our patrols and those of Pakistan continue 

On April 9, in the early hours of the morning our border post at 
Sardar was attacked with heavy mortar and MMG fut followed by 
artillery fire from 25 pounder guns under cover ofwfucfi two battalions 
of the Pakistan Regular Army bcIonginglo51 Infantry Bngade advanced 
towards the post Details of ihjsencountcrhascalrcadybecnpven 
to the House in the statement by the Home Minister on April 12 The 
fact that this attack was pre-meditated and pre-planned was quite 
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SS ™;"p.T„o?;s»uU on cur border post by 

the Pakistan Army vras drawn up m the second wcclc of March and 
nt or troops began thereaner Ordent for *e attack wem 
"ppamntly Etven on Apnl 7 and the attack was launched tn the early 

''°'Thererrmn"as V House knotvs. the Chief of the Army Staff was 
instructed to take otcr operational control of the border and Army 
units moved into Vigokot the same evening The Pakistani finngs and 
shellings, ever, continued to which our armed forces have replied 

Smce\hen Pakistani armed attacks of increasing intensity have been 
conUnuing at many points into our territory south of the Kulch- 
Smd border On Apnl 24, our company post at Point 84 was shelled 
in the morning and later attacked by Pakistan infantry supported by 
tanks and other armour On Apnl 26, Pabstan armed forces, again 
with tanks and armoured vehicles, attacked our border post at Biarbet 
These attacks are sUll continuing. 

Pakistani armed action is an act of naked aggression They have 
attacked Indian posts which arc deep in Indian temtory, six to eight 
miles south of the border— temtory which ou Pakistan’s own admission 
has nescr been m its possession Hon’ble Members have, no doubt, 
seen the statement of the Pabstan Foreign Mimster, Mr Bhutto, 
on Apnl 15 m which he said, defending the Pakistan position “It 
must be remembered that the central fact is that this is a dispute over 
terntory which lies roughly north of the 24ih parallel The dispute 
has arisen not because the boundary is undemarcated but because the 
disputed temioxy is m India’s adverse possession ’’ This is what he has 
said In other words, Pakistan has chosen to mount an armed attack 


capeured from ibe PaUslan pnsoners and 


on temtory over which Pakistan has never exerased possession and 
over which Pakistan, in fact, admits India’s possession. Pabstan 
thus stands seIf-condemn«I She has used force for changing the 
status quo and for vindicating its Icmtonal claims. This is contrary 
to the United Nations Charter and to the Ground Rules under the 
Indo-Pakistan Border Agreement of 1960 Pabstan’s behaviour, 
in fact, amounts to dear and open aggression on our temtory 

As IS usual with Pabstan even while discussions have been m pro- 
gi^s through diplomatic channels to settle the matter peacefully, 
Pabstan has been intensifying its attacks and moving in tanVs and 
heavy artillery to attack our posts 

On April 19, the Foreign Secretary handed over a formuIaUon to 
the High Commissioner which in substance was just what the Pakis- 
tan Foreign OlRce had suggested toour High Comnussionerin Karachi 
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a few days earlier, namely, that there should be a ceaseBre, to be 
followed by talks at the official level with a view to determuimg and 
restoring the sfaftis quo ante, and later a high level meeting bet- 
ween the two Governments to discuss the boundary question On 
the morning of April 24, the Pakistan High Commissioner handed 
over an alternative formulation to the Foreign Secretary, according 
to wluch ceasefire was to he followed by the withdrawal of the armed 
forces of both India and Pakistan, whether civd or military, from 
certain areas which they contended were the disputed territory But 
earher the same morning, even before this new fonnulabon had been 
presented, Pakistan had launched a heavy attack in bngade strength 
on our post at Point 84, west of Chadbet, with heavy artillery 
Throughout this period, Pakistan has been making shifting claims 
and conflicting statements At the meeting between the DIG, Rajkot 
Rangers, and Lt Col Aftab Ah, Commandant of the Indus Rangers, 
at Kanjarkot on February 15, 1965, they said that they had not occupied 
Kanjarkot but that they were patrolling the area up to the track south 
of Kanjarkot wluch according to him was the old customs track ad- 
joining Surai and Ding In the Government of Pakistan’s note, dated 
March 1, 1965, which was m answer to our protest note of February 
18, 196S, It was stated by the Pakistan Government that Kanjarkot fort 
had not been occupied by the Indus Rangers Today, not only is Pabs- 
lan m occupation of the Kanjarkot fon but it has gone much beyond 
Its claim to patrolling up to the customs tracb Pabston today is 
laying clatm to a large area south of the Kutch Smd boundary and 
north of the 24tb Parallel 

I want to state clearly and emphatically that we reject and repudiate 
these claims m their entirety Pakistan claims that the Rann of Kutch 
is an inland sea and, therefore, Pakistan is entitled to half of this area 
This IS completely untenable The Rann of Kutch is not an inland 
sea and has never been recognised as such Long before the creation 
of Pakistan, the then British Government of India decided formally, 
m 1906, that it was more correct to define the Rann of Kutch as a 
“marsh” rather than as a “lake” or ‘‘inJand sea” That the Rann of 
Kutch IS a “marsh” is indisputable It has all the flora and fauna of 
marshland with marsh grown grass m abundance and other charactens- 
tics What happens is that dunng the monsoon period, because of 
the strong winds and the high tides m the Arabian Sea, this low lying 
area gets flooded by sea water Furthermore, m the monsoon period. 

It receives fresh water from the swollen nvers The area, therefore, 
is flooded from about the middle of May till the end of October It 
IS mostly dry and partly marshland during the remainder of the year 
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Pakistan’s claims also ignore the historical fact that even though 
the Kuich Sind Border is undemarcatcd, U is well defined on maps 
and v.'cU recognised in fact Prior lo the partition of India, the Kutch- 
Sind border separated the then British Indian Province of Sind and 
the Indian State of Kutch Not b«ng an internauonal boundary 
then. It did not need to be demarcated The boundar> itself 
ho\scver, ^^cll defined in all official maps dating from 1872 lo 1943 
and even later, and was well knottm and well established The bound- 
ary has also been described m detail m official documents over the 
last three-quartert of a century poor to the partition of India, The 
boundao shown in the official maps of undivided India prior to 
August 15, 1947, cannot be questioned 

The official Gazetteer of the Province of Smd published inKaradu 
in 1907, the Gazetteer of India of the Bombay Presidency published m 
1909, and the Imperial Gazetteer of India published by the British 
Secretary of Slate for India m 190S arc all categoncal about the Rann 
of Kutch being outside the province of Sm(L In all the documents of 
the Political Department of the then Bntish Covemmenl of India, of 
1937, 1939 and 1942, defmmg the political charges of various officers, 
theRanoofkutdi was invariably shov.!! as falhng withmiheWesicm 
India States Agenc) and never as falUng within the province of Smd 
As the House is aware, the entire Western India Stales Agency became 
part of India as a result of accession The totality of evidenoe leaves 
no basis whatsoever for any dispute regardinglheborderbetwceo the 
Smd Provance and Kutch 

Ever smcc these recent intrusions commenced, the Government of 
India has suggested repeatedly to Pakistan that meetings should be 
held between local officials la addition to talks at the hi^er level 
For instance, we suggested to the Pakistan Government that the Sur« 
vejors General of the two couotnes should meet to discuss the prob- 
lem of demarcation Pakistan refused We reminded Pabstan 
of the Ground Rules and the desirabihly of a meeting between the 
local Commanders for the restoration of the status quo We also 
suggested in our note of Februa^ 18 that there should be a meeting 
betw’cen the representatives of the two Governments at whatever 
level considered appropriate by Pakistan and repeated this suggestion 
later more than once Despite these endeavours, there was no propCT 
response from Pakistan. 

On Apnl 13, 1965, the Pakistan Government made a three step 
proposal Suggesting (j) ceasefire (i/) an inter governmental meeting 
to delennme what was the status quo which should be restored, and 
(ill) a higher level meeting. The Government of India authonsed 
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thcir |{igh CommKsioner the stry nexl day, U on April 14. to convey 
ibcir flcccpfance of these proposals It « to be deeply regretted that 
the Co\-cmmcnt of Paiistm later went back on tbcir old proposals 
OnApnMP, theCoscmmcnioflodta repeated (hat the proposal 
for ceasefire should be accepted forthwith, but instead of accepting 
this proposal, the Government of Pakistan put forward an entirety 
new rormula on Apnl 23, vshich,as lhave already mentioned required 
the withdrawal of Indian forces from what Pakistan chooses to call 
uniblerally a disputed territory but which in fart is indisputably entirely 
our own Pakistan has since been persisting in Uus demand This 
attitude on lh«f part means a virtual rejection of all our elTorts to ivean 
them away from warlike postures 

I have made IhisaratherlongnamiiveinordertogivetheHouse 
a complete picture of the falvc nature of Pakistan's cbims, its simsler 
designs and the naked and reckless use of force by Pakistan against 
us 

It is apparent that one of the pnme reasons for Pakistan a irrational 
behaviour is the obsessive hatred apinst India which Pakistam 
leaders, the Pakistani Press and communal fanatics in Pakistan have 
worked into their sjatem over the past two decadrt 

The events ulucli I have just described have caused us all the gravest 
concern Fver since the attainment of Independence, India has stood 
for peace, intemalional amity and ^odwill India has a living and 
vitnl stake m peace because we want to concentrate attention on 
mpTOYing the Jiving standards of miJIions of our people In the utilisa- 
tion of our limited resources, we have always given pnmacy to plans 
and projects for economic development It should, therefore, be 
obvious to anyone who is prepared to look at things objectively that 
India can have no possible uitcrcsl in provoking border inadcnts or 
in building up an atmosphere of strife 

However, our naghbours, both China and Pakistan, have chosen 
to adopt an attitude of aggressive hostility fowards India. Lately, 
ihey seem to have joined hands to act in concert against India 

In these circumstances, the duty of Government is quite dear and 
this duty will be discharg^ fully and efleaivcty The enure resources 
a/ the £Vi’.^fy Ac -wmi oiad matenaJ »iU be employed to defend our 
frontiers and to preserve our tcmtonal integrity I know that each 
one of the 450 million people of India is today prepared to make any 
sacrifice m defence of the motherland We would prefer to live to 
poverty for as long as necessary but we shall not allow our freedom 
to be subverted 

The spcafic question whicli wc have to consider and, by this, I 
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mean not only the Government but this House, and indeed the whole 
country, is what course we should now pursue? 

We are prepared to take the path of peace but w« cannot foDow 
it alone Pakistan must deade to give up its warlike activiUes If 
It does, I see no reason why the simple fact of detemumng what was 
the ai^ual boundary between the eretwhile Prownce of Smd and the 
Stale of Kutch and what is the boundary between India and Pakistan 
cannot be settled across the table It need not even be a negotiatmg 
table It IS more a question of findmg out the facts, rather than of 
negotiating a settlement It can be done by experts on both sides AU 
this IS possible proiided there is an immediate cessation of hostilities 
and restoration of the siaita quo ante 

I should like to tell ihe House that on the Kutch border, Pakistan 
has many advantages What is more, our soldiers are occupying 
posts in areas which will soon be submerged in water and from where 
they will, therefore, nccessanly have to withdraw If Pakistan conti 
nues to discard reason and persists in its aggressive acuvitics, our 
Army will defend the country and it will decide its own strategy and the 
employment of Its manpower and equipment m the manner which it 
deems best Countries who are friendly to us have urged that a cease- 
fire should be agreed to as soon as possible We are ready to respond 
to these appeals But, at the same time, I must tcU the Houre that we 
hare also to be ready for the alternative 

Mr Speaker, I have uttered these words after the most senous 
thought and with full consciousness of my responsibilities This is 
one of themostfatefulmomentsofourtimes I realise that both India 
and Pakistan stand poised at the cross roads of history The path of 
reason and sanity, of peace and harmony, is stfl] open Even while 
our police and later our Army hare been defending our soil with 
commendable courage in the face of heavy odds, the path to peace has 
not been blocked But it is a path on which we cannot walk alone 
It takes two to make fnendship and peace 

It IS my earnest hope that die poml of no return will not be reached 
and that Pakistan wiU suU zpcs to a ceasefire m accordMice with its 
ovmproposalsofApnl 13, which India had accepted 

1 know at this hour every Indian is asking himself only one question 
what can I do for my country and bow cani partiapatein the nation’s 
endeavour to defend our freedom and temtonal integrity 7 To all 
India to all our people, I want to address this appeal \^ercveryou 
are andwhateveryour vocation, youshouJd work with true dedication 
Bring out the best m you and serve the country selflessly The supreme 
need of the hour is national unity — uiuly not of the word but of the 
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heart A(J Indians, of whatever faith or profession have to stand 
solidly together and prepare themselves for hardships and sacrifices 
Let us give no quarter to any ideas that tend to divide us Let us 
all work together with a new sense of national discipline and with an 
inspired feeling of dedication to the cause of the country’s freedom 
and integnty And I would close by asking this august House to 
giN-c Its whole hearted and mighty support to the Government at this 
momentous hour 


coNomoNS or ceasefire 

I Bca TO HOVE that the situation arising out of the repeated and 
continuing attacks by the armed forces of Pakistan on the Kutch 
border be taken into consideration 

I know how anxious the Hon ble Members must be to know the 
facts of the situation and the policy of Covemmenl ;n regard to the 
graw developments which have taken place First of all, I would 
hke to report to the House (hat dunng the last (wo or t^ce days, 
there has been no major engagement on the Kutch border and t^t 
the aggressive armed forces of Pakistan have not been able to make 
any further inroads on our territory Secondly, dunng the clashes 
which look place, heavy losses were inflicted on the intruders The 
morale ofour armed forces IS veryhigh I know that this House and 
the people of India stand behind ibeoi, united m the determination 
that the territorial integrity of India must be preserved fully and 
completely 

With your permission, Sir, I would like to slate briefly the facts of 
the situation 

The Kutch Sind borier is a well-defined, well known and well 
established border which is clearly marked in the vanous editions of the 
Survey of India maps ever since 1871 A large part of the boundary 
IS not demarcated on the ground This is so, however, because there 
was no disputed boundary between the province of Smd and the Kutch 
Darbar, and it was not customary lo demarcate with piUars boundaries 
between provinces and States of Bnush India as they were not mter 
national boundaries. 

On August 15, 1947, Pakistan was carved out of India as an 
independent State Under the Independence Art, the terntones of 
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Pakistan wen enumerated and these included the province of Smd 
The boundary between Smd and Ktitch thus became an intcroational 
boundary Pakistan is precluded from claiming any more territory 
thanwasmcludcdinthc province of Smd on August 15, 1947 No 
part of the temtory south of the Kutch-Smd border, which is shown 
m the map as situated north of Kanjarkot and is thus clearly Indian 
temtory, could conceivaWj be a part of Pakistan In fact, tins area 
ivas under thejunsdiction and authority of the Ruler of Kutch, which 
had extended at all limes both in law and in fact ri^t up to the border 
between Smd and Kutch as showm in the Survey of India maps of 
1871, 18S6, 1898, 1943 and 1946 which was the last map before the 
date of independence 

The boundary between Kutch and Smd has also been described 
m detail m other ofiicul documents over the last three quarters of a 
century prior to the partition of India The official Gazetteer of Smd 
pubhsh^ in Karachi in 1907, the Gazetteer of India of the Bombay 
Presidency published m 1909 and the Imperial Gazetteer of India pub- 
lished by the British Secretary of State for India jn 1908, arc all categori- 
cal about the I^nn of Kutch being outside the province of Smd In 
all the documents of the Political Department of the then Bntish 
Govemment of India, of 1937, 1939 and 1942, defining the poUucal 
charges of the vanous ofTicials, the Rann of Kutch was invariably shown 
as failing vnihin the Western India States Agency and never as falling 
wilhm the province of Smd As the House is aware, the entire Western 
India State Agency became part of India as a result of accession 
The position is so clear that in the light of this, the attack on the 
Kutch border is a clear case of aggression by Pakistan. This agres- 
sion also fits mio the pattern of Pol^tan’s aggressive behaviour during 
the last few months Pakistan has been resorting frequently to firmg 
and dashes at several points on the Indo-PaUstan border, bothm the 
cast and in the west. She has slio%va an utter lack of responsibility 
and displayed amazing recklessness 

A few daj^ ago, Pnme Minister Wilson sent a message to me and 
I presume a similar message lo President Ayub Khan, making certain 
proposals m the framework of whidj a ceasefire could be brought 
about The Pnme Minister of the UK is still pursuing his efforts and, 
therefore, for obvious reasons, J am unable to say much more about 
this matter at this stage I can however, assure the House that m 
the exchanges I have had with Mr Wilson and m any further exchanges, 
we shall not depart from the posttion that along with ceasefire there 
must be a restoration of the status quo ante 

Mr Ch a irm a n , the Indian Govenunent and the TnHi;,n people 
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ha;e no ill will against the people of Pakistan We wish them well 
and we w ould be happy to see them progress on the road to prosperity 
We arc aware that their prosperity as well as the prosperity of the 
people of India of the 600 iruihon people who inhabit this sub-conti 
nent, depends upon the preservation of peace It is for this reason 
that we ha\e adhered fervently to the path of peace all these yars 
A war in the Indian sub-continent may well undo the massive efforts 
which have been made m both countries to secaire an iraprovement m 
the living standards of our people The march in this direction has 
only just begun and there is jet a long way to go But President Ayub 
has talked of a total war between India and Pakistan We on our 
part have been greatly restnuned not because we are unprepared to 
meet President Ayub’s challenge but because we feel that reason and 
sanity should prei^ over aggression and bellicosity President Ayub 
seems to suggest that whereas his country has the right to commit 
aggression on Indian temiones at mil and at a point of its own choice, 
India must not take effective counter measures This thesis is totally 
uaacceptable to us The pattern of Pakistani activity is this Fust 
r&ise aclatcn to aneighbour s temtoiy, suddenly mount anattack taking 
the neighbour by surpnse, launch an ingenious propaganda campaign 
to suggest that the action is only of a defensive character I do want 
to urge President Ayub to think a htile more carefully of the conse- 
quences of the line of action that he has chosen (o pursue So far the 
Pabsiani aggression on the Kutcb border has been met only by local 
defensive action to protect our temtoncs From the Indian side there 
h3\e been no counter measures and the aggression has therefore been 
a totally one sided affair We have restrained ourselves, but if the 
Government of Pakistan persists m its present aggressive posture the 
Government of India will be left with no alternative except to think 
how best to defend the temtonal mtegnly of the motherland 
Mr Chairman, let me once again make the position of the Govern 
roent of India perfectly clear We will have no objection to ordermg a 
ceasefire on the basis ofa simultaneous agreement for the restoration 
of the JifliHs gvo ante After the s/aius guo ante has been restored, w”® 
wiU be willing to sit together with the representatives of Pakistan to 
demarcate the boundary m accordance with the well settled and well 
established dividing line between the erstwhile province of Sind and 
the State of Kutch At the same tune, I roust reiterate clearly and 
emphatically that the Goverament of India do not recognise that there 
is any temtonal dispute about the Rann of Kutch Let me also make 
It clear that the threat of total vrar held out by President Ayub will 
not deter us from performing our netful duties No Government in 
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(he world AS’outd be worth its name if it buoy's its o^v^ territories to be 
annexed by force by an aggressive nriphbour. The Gowrnment of 
India know their responsibilities in (he present situation and they are 
determined to discharge them most elTcctivcly. 

The threat to our freedom is real, continuing and immediate. We 
have to meet this threat with all our resources and wth all our might. 
We can afford to give up a few projects for economic development 
but MC cannot allow our defence mechanism to be in any manner 
inadequate for safeguarding our frontiers. 

Among the people there must be a real sense of unity. We must 
give no quarter to the rumours that are sought to be circulated by anti- 
social elements. 1 am greatly strengthened by the knowledge that the 
morale of our people is high and that every Indian today is prepared to 
make any sacrifice for defending the territorial integrity of India. 

The Rann of Kutch has been and continues to be India's territory. 
It has been in our possession according to Pakistan itself though Mr 
Bhutto characteristically chooses to coll it adverse possession. Pakis- 
tan now seeks to annex this territory by force. This we shall not 
allow. No Government in the world would allow that We have acted 
with the greatest restraint so far but the sands of time are running out 
I shall say no more on this difficult situation. This is a testing time 
for our country and our people. I would say to our people ; be united, 
feel the pride of belonging to a great nation, carry out your tasks with 
true d^icalion. Take no notice of the false Pakistani propaganda. 
Let us have f^th in ourselves and in the great destiny of our country. 
I would now close by asking the House to declare that we all stand 
together united in defending our rnotbeiland. 


PEACE sTHE MUTUAL NEED 

Y our presence reminds us of our past history and specially of the 
days when we attained our freedom and independence. It was 
a remarkable event, the way power was transferred to us, blood- 
lessly and peacefully. It was something unique in the history of the 
world. You were, if I might say soi, the chief actor of the drama and 
we remember how gracefully you took ov’cr the office of the first 
Governor-General of independent India. 

From speech 8t a dinner given tn bonour of Lord btountbaiten. at Rashtranatj 
Bhavaa. New Delhi. Mar A 196S 
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You held this post m the most trying tunes and we Jcnow that the 
partition brought about great nmscry both in this country and 
in Pakistan We had, however, hoped that the formation of Pakistan 
and India, as two separate coonlnes, would result in a belter relation 
ship bctttieen the two communmes and that there would be peace 
and harmony between us It is, however, regrettable that lbs has 
not actually come to pass When you tvere here as Governor General 
the first aggression in Kashmir took place ^Vhen you have come here 
for a farewell visit, unfortunately there has been another aggression 
and this has come to us as a greater surpnse than the aggression in 
Jammu and Kashmir It is exceedingly diificult for me to understand 
the reasons for tbs kind of attack on Indian temCory by Pakistan 
There may be some ddferences of opinion on the demarcation of the 
boundary line It was not at all diiGcult for the representatives of the 
two countries to have discussed the matter amongst themselves and 
tried to settle their differences However, Pabstan thought otherwise 
and we are indeed faced with a very difficult situation at the present 
moment I am glad that your Prime Minister is mabng efforts to 
bring about peace We do net know what the response of Pabstan is 
to the proposals of the UK Prune Munster I would not Lke to go 
by the reports which have appeared in the nmvspapers However, 
if there is any truth in the Press reports it would seem that the chances 
of peaceful settlement are rather bleak but, as I said, I would not 
like to believe the press reports I greatly desire that the efforts of the 
UK Prime Minister to bring about a peaceful settlement should 
succeed so that this conQict does not escalate These clashes and 
conflicts really come in ihe way of our roam objectives I am refemng 
(0 the economic development of our country 

In fact. It IS essential for both India and Pabstan to bnng about a 
real change m the condition of their people I consider it roost impor 
tant that there should be peace m the two countnes so that economic 
development becomes possible, so that we can go ahead with our 
programmes and projects with courage and determination There is 
a great deal of poverty in our country and the problem of unem 
ployment is senous It is out earnest effort to tackle these matters 
in a planned way We are stnviog to reduce the gulf which exists 
between the nch and the poor and to ensure an equitable distnbution 
of our national wealth All this js necessary because unless we can 
provide our people with the basic necessities of hfe there will be no 
real happiness m the country We want to build up a new India and 
for that there has to be a r^cal change m our present social order 
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PAKISTAN’S PROPAGANDA 

Y ou ALL KNOW lhal ihcfc has been a serious development on the 
Sind Kutch border and it w a matter of the great^t concern to us 
1 know how all of jou roust be feeling about it and we have declared 
that we cannot part even with an inch of our territory We must 
preserve the integrity of India and do whatever is possible to achieve 
It It IS highly regrettable that Pakistan should have been carrying 
on propaganda that it was India who was the aggressor Soroetirncs 
people ask us well, how is it that Ibcir propaganda is a bit more 
efTccUve than ours? But the difTiculty is if you have to make wrong 
statements, false propaganda, naturally il sometimes becomes more 
effective Our dilRcuIty is that we do not want to indulge in this 
We do not want to resort to false propaganda and thererore it might 
perhaps sometimes appear that vt an not as eSTccitve as they are 
Yet we havx to restrict ourselves, wx havx to confine ourselves to the 
truth- We cannot say things which are enurely incorrect But we 
have made it absolutely clear that this aggression has been entirely 
from Pakistan's side and this has been so in spite of our efforts that 
officers of the two cosntnes meet and discuss the question of the bound 
ary line on that border There was never any response from Pakistan 
Even m October last, we wrote to them that we should meet and havx 
a discussion in terms of the agreement which was amved at between 
Sardar Swaran Singh and General Sheikh of Pakistan in 1960 To 
that, as I said, there has been no satisfactory reply, practically no 
response at all and today we are faced with an open aggression We 
did feel that if this clash was not converted into a major conflict, it 
mi^t be good because any kind of major conflict or war has tremen 
dous repercussions Therefore, when a ceasefire was suggested by 
the Bntish Pnme Minister, wx felt that wx would not object to it We 
have conveyed our reaction, but made it clear that the status quo ante 
must be established at the same time We can consider other matters 
only then 1 havx made the position qmle clear m my statements m 
PariiaraeaC and I hav e no doubt (hat if Pakistan agrees to it, it w oufd 
be in the best mterests of F^bstam If they do not, then wx 
know what we havx to do and we will discharge oar 
responsibilities to the fullest extent and in the best manner possible 
You have to cxplam to the people this conflict, what our approach is, 
what wrongs Pakistan has committed and you have also to enthuse the 
people and to prepare them to meet any situation that emerges 

From addrea «t Coafmaee c* State Infotaiauon Mimsien. New Delhi. 
May 7 1965 
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Natunlly we have to lay the utmost stress on increased production, 
whether il is in the agricultural Geld or in the ifidustrta! field We have 
to (cIl the people that although we base suflicient stocks of food at the 
present moment, there should be restneted consumption, as little as 
possible We may hast to pubhase many other things m connection 
With this conflict The role which the Publicity Department or the 
Information Departments of the States ha>e to play m the present 
situation is therefore really exceedingly important and they wll have to 
function as elTiciently and as clfeciively as possible If Pakistan does 
not agree to these proposals and the conflict escalates, a situa tion w ould 
arise in which the whole nation will have to nsc as one man For 
that there has to be necessary discipline amongst us as it is only a 
disciplined naUon which can meet the present challenge I am sure 
you will do your best to inculcate these feelings m the people 
and make escry effort possible to prepare the country to figlit the 
menace 


SETTLEMENT THROUGH NEGOTIATION 

A fter imkino my statement on April 21. 1965, I have kept the 
House informed of developments on Kutch*Smd border 
The initiaU« which Pnme Minister Wilson took some days ago 
has been followed up and gradually concrete proposals have evolved 
with a view to bnnging about a satisfactory settlement of the problem 
Wc have made it clear on every occasion that a ceasefire would be 
possible only on the basis of a simultaneous agreement for the restora 
tion of the si'orus^uo as on January I 1965 We have also indicated 
clearly that only when such a restoration has been effected would we 
be ready to have recourse to the procedures which had been agreed 
to between the two Governments for demarcating the border where 
this had not already been done 

In the communications from the Bnush Government, vanous 
points of detail have been put fonvard for consideration by both the 
Governments So far, no final draft has been prepared or presented 
All I would say is that consistently with the stand which I have taken 
on the floor of this House, we attach the greatest importance to the 
restoration of stains quo ante and we have indicated our willingness to 
proceed thereafter to negouations at Mimsters’ level followed, if 

SUlemeol In Perhament. Hay 11 1965 
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nccessaiy, by a reference to an impartial tnfaunal os contemplated in 
the earlier agreements on the sulgect 

Our pobq^ and our intentions are quite clear and unequivocal 
We do not believe m talking \«lh one voice here and with another 
voice there We do not believe m talking of peace at one place and 
comnulUng aggression at another Our position has been made 
known to the whole world in the dearest possible terms 

I want the Hon’ble Members to be assured that our Armed Forces 
are ready and determined to defend the temtorial integnty of the 
country They ha%e been greatly strengthened m their determination 
by the umted and powerful support which this House and the people 
of India all over have extended ever since the cnsis began 

I am leaving for Moscow tomorrow mommg and I know I would 
be carrymg with me your good wishes and fraternal greetings to the 
fnendly people of USSR, people who have stood by us in hours of 
trial and anxiety 


AN ATOTUDE OP PEACE 

W E ARB A free nation, a sovereign people This is a settled fact, 
which we owe largely to Jawnharlalji, and it is recognised by all 
Nobody can undenmne it Today our sovereignty and freedom are 
being threatened and we are faced with the big task of protecting and 
safeguarding them It is our bouoden duty to do so with all our might 
You arc aware that a few days back Pakistan committed aggres 
sion on the Xutcb border We faced the attack with courage and 
strength In the event of a war being forced on us T am confident 
that India ivill be in a position to fight back effecUvely But we 
must always renund ourselves of the advice Jawaharlal Nehru used 
to gne us thatnarsbould always beavoided 

War IS a great destructive force Some leaders, pohUcians and 
high Government officials may talk of war, but they forget that m a 
war It IS the common man who suffers most In the present-day world 
no xvar can remain a local war it must inevitably escalate into a v. orld 
war Wc have to think and think a^n before we decide to abandon 
the path of peace and allow ourselves to be drawn into a war You all 
know how often and how persuasively Jawafaarlalji taught us that the 

From traulat cn of extempore tpeeeh made m Ilmdi at Ramlila grouodx on the 
octatJon of the first death tonivemry of Javibarbl Nehna. DeltUr M»y 27 1965 
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country’s honour lay m the path of peace and amily He firmly believed 
that \vhcnc\er there were difrcrcnces bebveen countries, they should 
be sohed through peaceful negotiation In this belief, the nhole 
country \V3S behind him 

f We firmly hold that the Rann of Kutch is an integral part of India 
and that Pakistan has no claim on any part of this area It is true that 
a portion of It had not been demarcated , that is to say, the eract boun- 
dary hnc had not been drawn on (he ground Talks were held between 
Pakistan and India about this m I960 and it \V3S decided that aficr fur- 
ther discussions the border would be demarcated on the ground 
But in spite of our repeated reminders Pakistan did not do anything 
to follow up the discussion of 1960, and now all of a sudden they have 
attacked our posts in this area We are still willing to agree to the 
proposal that if Pakistan wants to settle the issue peacefully, she must 
vacate the Rann of Kutch, including Biarbet and KanjatkoLN 

Our position is quite clear and I have made no secret of our desire. 
As I said, we are still prepared to settle the matter m a peaceful way 
But we shall not back out of our basic policies , m settling this affair 
we shall insist that the solution is consistent with the honour and digni^ 
of the counity 

Negotiations are now in progress but 1 cannot predict what the 
outcome svdl be. It might take some time still for anything to be 
settled >Vben I was leaving for Russia I thought the matter tvould 
perhaps be settled in a day or two But further difficulties have arisen 
and a final solution has yet to be reached Anyhow, even if it takes 
some more days for a solution to come in sight, we should not give 
up our present stand It is not proper to link this issue with other bor- 
der issues >Vhcrever nr have a border problem with Pakistan we are 
ready to talk it ovxr and thus find a solution But the Kutch problem 
IS a separate issue altogether We have to settle it by itself, and not 
along with other problems ^When I visited Karachi I told President 
Ayub that we had been talking of so many other things but the most 
important problem was that of border clashes between our ojuntnes 
and the blameless people who suffered as a result of these clashes 7 
expressed my strong feeling that we must put an end to these clashes 
and settle all outstanding issues through negotiations I was happy 
that President Ayub agreed with He said he was also very upset 
that innocent people should be killed and injured and tha^ he was keen 
that a solution should be found to this probrcm.^ut since then. 
President Ayub has not mentioned the matter agairOIt may be that 
he has been preoccupied with other things, perhaps the elccuons they 
have been having Dut^ arc sull dear in our minds that we want to 
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sctUe Ulo border issues belueer. ounehts by peaceful iriarrLl We are 
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